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AT SCHOOL SITE 


COURT 

Boy charged over 
towpath robbery 

A 15-YEAR-OLD boy has been charged 
with robbery following an attack on a canal 
towpath in Netherton. 

The youth, who is from Netherton and 
cannot be named for legal reasons, was 
arrested on December 14 and has been 
charged with two counts of robbery. 

He was remanded in custody at Dudley 
Magistrates Court last week and was due 
to appear at the same court this week. 

It comes after CCTV footage was re¬ 
leased by police last week after a young 
couple were targeted along the canal near 
Cradley Road. 


Report by David Callaghan 


FOUR developers have sub¬ 
mitted bids to transform the 
site of a derelict former school 
in Stourbridge. 

The old Longlands School, owned 
by Birmingham Metropolitan College 
(B-Met), closed four years ago. Since 
then it has been targeted by vandals. 

Neighbours supported by Stourbridge MP 
Margot James have called for the site to be 
brought back into use. 

Firms were asked to register their interest in 
developing the buildings and now the college is 
reviewing the proposals - and all are expected 
to be for housing. 

Conservative MP Ms James has written to 
residents near to the Brook Street site telling 
them that four developers have been chosen to 
proceed to the next stage of the selection pro¬ 
cess. 

She said: “Further information and details 
regarding the specifics of the bids launched by 
these four developers will be submitted to the 
site’s marketing agents imminently. 

“Unfortunately, no bids from residential care 
providers were received when the site was ad¬ 
vertised by B-Met. 

“I understand the site is considered too small 
to accommodate a modern residential care fa¬ 
cility. 

Future 

“Therefore any future development is likely 
to be for housing of some sort.” 

Ms James said she had been reassured bids 
will only be considered where ‘the developer 
can guarantee any traffic created by the build¬ 
ing of new homes can be contained on site’. 

She added that any chosen developers must 
also ‘aim to retain as much as possible of the 
historic locally listed buildings’. 

John Starmer, director of estates and capital 
projects at B-Met, said: “We will be taking our 
recommendations to the board for approval in 
the New Year.” 

The school opened in 1912 and during the 
1990s merged with the former High Park 
School. The buildings were brought back into 
use by Stourbridge College, which later merged 
with B-Met. 

The buildings closed after the opening of 
a £12 million creative industries complex in 
Brierley Hill. 

Last years arsonists started two fires at the 
old school and security was stepped up at the 
site. Extra fencing has also been put up around 
the buildings. 

In October the college opened a £615,000 
independent living centre on the Brierley Hill 
site. It has been built to support students with 
a disability or special educational needs. Based 
at the college’s art and design centre in Brier¬ 
ley Hill, it includes a living unit with kitchen, 
dining and bedroom areas. Bosses say this will 
enable students to gain a range of skills . 


SANTA GETS A WARM BLACK COUNTRY WELCOME 



Santa Dave gets a warm welcome from friendly elves Sarah Dibb, left, and Hayley Albright at the Mad As A Hatter tea rooms 


HE may not have been welcome at a Birming¬ 
ham shopping centre, but Santa was asked 
to bring festive cheer to a party shop in the 
Black Country 

David Upson, aged 69, from Oldbury, 
known locally as Santa Dave, said he was dis¬ 
appointed that during his annual trip around 
the area to bring festive cheer he was turned 
away from the Bullring shopping centre by 
security guards. 

But Mr Upson aimed to inject some festive 
fun with regular visits to tea rooms and crafts 
venue Mad As A Hatter in Bearwood in the 


run up to Christmas Day. Mr Upson, a retired 
land surveyor, has been dressing up as Santa 
for the last 16 years and regularly visits Bir¬ 
mingham’s German market in costume. 

He said: “I thoroughly enjoy playing Santa 
and love the Mad as a Hatter shop, I’ve been 
involved with them for as long as they’ve been 
opened. 

“ I love talking to the kids and making this 
time of year extra special for them. The shop 
is a lovely, friendly and quirky place and I see 
it as a home from home. 

“It’s a great place to bring Santa season to 


Bearwood and I’m sure the kids are going to 
be very excited.” 

Owner of Mad As A Hatter Hayley Albright 
said: “Dave spends a lot of time with us in 
the shop and has an incredibly good heart. He 
does so much for charity without charging an¬ 
ything.” 

Sophie Diner, Bullring spokeswoman, said: 
“Our customers are welcome to walk through 
the centre in costumes. However, if any of our 
visitors in costume wish to engage with other 
customers’ children for photos, there are cer¬ 
tain procedures that need to be applied.” 


COUNCIL 

Public having their 
say on cuts budget 

MORE than 1,500 people have already 
had their say on Dudley Council’s con¬ 
troversial budget plans. 

The authority is looking to make £20 
million worth of cuts over three years. 

Under the proposals Dudley Mu¬ 
seum and Art Gallery would close and 
up to 275 jobs would will be axed. Li¬ 
brary opening hours could be cut with 
public toilets, dog bins and gritting lor¬ 
ries also in the firing line. 

Proposals also include a council tax 
increase of just under two per cent. 


TECHNOLOGY 

Festive broadband 
boost for thousands 

MORE than 6,000 businesses and house¬ 
holds in the Black Country are now able 
to access high-speed fibre broadband as 
part of a rolling programme from BT and 
the Black Country Local Enterprise Part¬ 
nership. 

The Black Country Broadband Project 
said parts of Dudley and neighbouring 
Black Country boroughs are among the 
latest areas to benefit. These include Hale¬ 
sowen North, Blackheath, Langley, Row- 
ley, Bristnall, Tividale and parts of Oldbury. 

Engineers have so far installed more 
than 90 fibre broadband road-side cabi¬ 
nets. 
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Sir Lenny sad to see Hippodrome go 



Sir Lenny Henry: ‘a shame’ 


CAMPAIGNERS’ efforts to save 
Dudley Hippodrome have won sup¬ 
port from Sir Lenny Henry, who has 
declared that demolishing the land¬ 
mark venue on Castle Hill would be ‘a 
shame’. 

The Comic Relief founder said the 
only way he could support the bulldoz¬ 
ing of the under-threat building would 
be if Dudley Council built something 
better in its place. 

Sir Lenny was shocked to hear the 
authority wanted to replace the Hippo¬ 
drome with an expanse of landscaped 
open space. 


Sir Lenny said: “I am not part of a 
campaign or anything, but if the Hip¬ 
podrome is being knocked down then 
that’s a shame. Unless it’s going to be 
something better.” 

The comedians’ comments came as 
the Friends of Dudley Hippodrome are 
gearing up for a crucial few weeks. The 
Friends has been given until the end of 
the month to put a ‘realistic’ package 
forward for taking over the building 
and saving it from the wrecking ball. 

Veteran comic Alan Smith, best 
known as Aynuk, has also called for 
the venue to be spared, r Smith, aged 


78, said it was after seeing Laurel and 
Hardy tread the boards at the Dudley 
theatre in 1946 that he had decided 
‘ter mek folk loff. 

Mr Smith, who first visited the Hip¬ 
podrome as an eight-year-old, said: “It 
will be sad for me as an entertainer 
to see it go. The inspiration that I got 
from it was to be a comedian and even¬ 
tually bring Aynuk & Ayli to life. It all 
came from my childhood visit to see 
Laurel and Hardy. I can still recall the 
show, its impact on me, because of the 
Hippodrome I’ve had so many great 
Black Country nights.” 


Closing campus is 'great 
opportunity’ to reinvest 

A COLLEGE planning to shut 
its technology and construction 
campus in Brierley Hill says it 
marks a ‘great opportunity’ to 
save money. 

Birmingham Metropolitan College 
will close its Advanced Technology- 
Centre (ATC) at The Waterfront at 
the end of its lease next September. 

Some courses will go to Stourbridge Col¬ 
lege’s campus in Hagley Road as part of a 
£1.8m revamp of the site. But people wish¬ 
ing to study courses in plastering, bricklay¬ 
ing and painting and decorating will have 
to travel miles to its campus in Erdington. 

Head of Stourbridge College, Wendy Ste¬ 
vens, said: “This decision is driven by our 
desire to improve provision, and represents 
a great opportunity for us to save money 
from the lease - £5m over the next 10 years 
- and reinvest this in the skills needs of the 
area, by developing a new construction pro¬ 
vision at our college-owned facilities in the 
Black Country. 

Benefit 

“This investment provides our students 
with an opportunity to study at great new 
facilities at our main campus, where they 
will benefit from a wider range of learning 
resources and support services, including 
careers advice and guidance with univer¬ 
sity and job applications. 

“The investment also demonstrates the 
college’s desire to meet local skills needs 
and to continuously improve teaching for 
all students. We are very clear that we 
want to retain all members of staff and 
we are currently in consultation about the 
changes.” 

The cost-cutting move comes after the 
Further Education Commissioner was 
brought in due to the college’s request for 
‘exceptional financial support’ from the 
Skills Funding Agency. 

A follow-up review by the commissioner 
is taking place this month to consider its 
progress. 

Officials have also reviewed staffing lev¬ 
els which has led to the college, which also 
has campuses in Great Barr and Kidder¬ 
minster, slashing jobs. A total of 246 people 
opted for voluntary severance while there 
were also six compulsory redundancies. 

A consultation is under way with staff. 


Pupils crack on with record attempt 



Pupils and staff at Haybridge High School, Hagley, took part in the cracker chain pull to help charity 


SCHOOL pupils enjoyed a cracking 
time on their final day of term by 
breaking a world record and also 
raising more than £1,000 for a chil¬ 
dren’s charity. 

More than 1,250 students from 
Haybridge High School in Hagley 
lined up to pull the most Christmas 
crackers in a human chain. 

The event was held to raise 
money for Kidderminster-based 


charity Crackerjacks, which pro¬ 
vides support for disabled children. 

The event organised by Amanda 
Hopkins, charity event co-ordina¬ 
tor at the school, raised a total of 
£ 1 , 100 . 

She said: “I organised the event 
to raise awareness of the charity 
and the work that they do. The re¬ 
cord for the most crackers pulled 
before this was 789.” 


The students, who each paid £1 
to take par, smashed the record. 

To ensure their place in the re¬ 
cord book they needed to break 
every cracker in the chain. And, 
against all the odds, they achieved 
it and the last snap was met with 
delighted cheer. Official confirma¬ 
tion is still needed from Guinness 
World Records but stewards said it 
had gone to plan. 


Woman's home 
is burgled as 
her husband 
was dying 

A WOMAN’S home was burgled as she 
sat at her dying husband’s bedside in 
hospital. 

Thieves struck at the house in Old- 
swinford as the 63-year-old was say¬ 
ing her final goodbyes to her beloved 
husband at Russells Hall Hospital on 
Wednesday. 

She had been at the hospital all day 
so she could be with her husband during 
his final hours. 

As she was trying to come to terms 
with the most difficult moment of her 
life, callous thieves were ransacking her 
home. 

She made the discovery when she re¬ 
turned home during the early hours of 
Thursday morning, December 17. 

Police have now launched an inves¬ 
tigation to find the crooks that broke 
into her home, taking jewellery, cash, 
an iPad, a digital camera and an iPhone 
which contained priceless photos of the 
couple together. 

Painful 

Detective Constable Shelley Punshon, 
of West Midlands Police, said: “I can’t 
even begin to understand how painful 
it must be to return home to a burglary 
just hours after the death of your hus¬ 
band. 

“Someone is going to know who did 
this. I’d urge them to do search their 
conscience and do the right thing.” 

Anyone with information is asked to 
call West Midlands Police on 101. 

New owners at 
£lm football base 

A FIVE-A-SIDE football centre in Row- 
ley Regis has new owners after being 
bought for around £1 million. 

Goals Soccer Centre, in Cakemore 
Road, was sold at auction. The venue 
carried a guide price of £1 million and 
sold for ‘in and around’ that amount. 

The identity of the owners has not 
yet been revealed but the future of foot¬ 
ball at the site has been assured by a 
55-year-lease. 

Goals Soccer Centre has an estab¬ 
lished reputation among amateur foot¬ 
ballers in the Black Country for its 
floodlit all-weather outdoor pitches ac¬ 
credited by the Football Association. 

The company, which has another site 
in Willenhall, warned over profits in 
September after a washout summer. 

Goals’ futuristic complex created 25 
jobs when it opened in 2008. 

House and stables 
are sold at auction 

THE Coach House, The Mews and for¬ 
mer stables on Bridgnorth Road, Stour- 
ton, sold for £275,000 in CP Bigwood’s 
property auction at Villa Park. 

Land adjacent to 30 Russell Street, 
fronting Nelson Street, Dudley, sold for 
£23,000. 


severnvalleyst^ves 




• Full installation service available 

* Free home surveys 


www.severnvalleystoves.com 

Wollaston Road, Stourbridge DY8 4HE 


01384 390 183 


+ Specialist Hard to find 
Real Ale & Cider bottled beer’s. 

Off Licence InStock 


WOODSTOCK 

TIMBER 

SI1-V11IS mi 


Large stocks 
of sawn timber 


P.S.E. & Sheet Materials 
We specialise in timber to 
the trade and DIY market 

SPECIAL DEALS ON SUED MATERIALS LOG LAP, SHIP LAP, 


FEATHER EDGE & NEW SLEEPERS 



Contact Nigel or Dave 
Old Bush Street, 
Off Level Street, 
Brierley Hill, West Midlands 
Tel: 01384 572541 



LINDOPS 
LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121 - 4:21 2858 
07583 - 74:8872 


The LoFt Ladder man? 


Loft Ladders 
fitted from U £ U 

New or enlarged hatches 
T&G Flooring, Lighting 

Call Luke on 

07779 118807 or 
01384 833025 

theloftladderman.com 



Broken Dentures? 



The Dental Shop 

Emergency Denture 
Repairs 

Daytime 01384 413444 
Out of hours 07701 067261 
201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 
Est. 1981 












































































'Ambitious' 
homes plan 
is needed 
for borough 

A SENIOR Dudley housing chief has 
called upon Dudley Council to be ‘as 
ambitious as it can be’ when consider¬ 
ing the borough’s plans for the needs 
of future generations. 

In October new figures were re¬ 
vealed that barely half the number of 
homes needed in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire had been built over 
the past four years. 

The target was missed by a massive 
8,000 homes. 

Dudley Council cabinet member 
Councillor Gaye Partridge was confi¬ 
dent Dudley was striving to build new 
homes and the standards of the hous¬ 
ing will be drastically improved. 

She said: “Housing in Dudley 
should be as ambitious as the council 
will allow it to be. 

“In the consultation period for the 
next ten weeks have a great oppor¬ 
tunity to shape housing for the next 
generation. 

“We have 23,000 housing tenants 
across the borough and the issues of 
private and public housing will be 
strongly discussed before the next 
committee meeting takes place in 
January.” 

The figures from the National 
Housing Federation suggested that 
Dudley needed to build 2,510 houses, 
but had only built 1,620. But Dudley 
Council say they built 2,287, a short¬ 
fall of just 223 as opposed to 890. 

Some of the new housing on the site 
of the Guest Hospital will address the 
shortage, as would a new scheme for 
900 homes on former industrial land 
in Coseley. 

MR calling for 
wages inquiry 

A BLACK Country MP has demand¬ 
ed a Government inquiry into allega¬ 
tions of poor working conditions at 
retailer Sports Direct. 

Ian Austin, Labour MP for Dudley 
North, called on the Government to 
act during a debate in the House of 
Commons. 

Sports Direct has been accused of 
paying thousands of workers hourly 
rates that are below the minimum 
wage following an undercover investi¬ 
gation. The company has denied this. 

In response, Nicholas Boles, min¬ 
ister for state at the Department for 
Business, Innovation and Skills, said 
he would not comment on individual 
employers but said the Employment 
Agency Standards Inspectorate would 
follow-up every complaint it receives. 

Air views to the 
police at forum 

VILLAGE residents can air their 
views at a police forum being held in 
Wordsley on Wednesday, January 20. 

The hour-long meeting will be at 
Wordsley Green Community Centre 
from 7.30pm. 


More than 600 jobs saved in Caparo deal 


A FURTHER 623 jobs have been saved at collapsed 
industrial firm Caparo after a deal was sealed by 
administrators. 

The remaining 10 businesses in the Caparo In¬ 
dustries Group - including seven in the Black Coun¬ 
try- have been sold. 

Jobs at businesses based in Willenhall, West Bro¬ 
mwich, Wednesbury, Cradley Heath, Dudley and 
Oldbury have been saved. 

Administrators confirmed the businesses had 
been sold to the Gupta family, whose interests in¬ 
clude the SIMEC and Liberty House groups. 

Union officials called the sale ‘excellent news’ 
helping to put workers’ minds at rest in the run up 
to Christmas. 


Among the businesses sold is Clydesdale Jones, 
Caparo Modular Systems and Caparo Advanced 
Composites, in Willenhall, where 142 jobs have been 
saved. At Caparo Precision Strip JB&S Lees, in Al¬ 
bion Road, West Bromwich, 170 workers’ jobs have 
been saved. 

In total 29 jobs have been protected at West Bro¬ 
mwich-based business Caparo Drawn Products and 
Fairbright Wire, in Phoenix Street. Administra¬ 
tors confirmed 123 positions have been preserved 
at Caparo Aluminium Bridge, in Bridge Street, 
Wednesbury, too. 

Also sold is CMT Engineering, in Corngreaves 
Road, Cradley Heath, made up of tube fittings, dy¬ 
namics, clamps and insulation businesses, where 40 


have been saved. Six jobs have been saved at Caparo 
Forging, in Marriott Road, Dudley, and 23 jobs at 
the group headquarters in Oldbury. 

Matthew Hammond, Midlands region chairman 
for PwC and Caparo’s lead administrator said: “We 
are delighted to have completed the sales. It is great 
news for the Midlands and the key manufacturing 
sites, particularly with so many skilled staff in these 
industries being given security at this time of year. 
This has been a complex and challenging assign¬ 
ment.” 

GMB union official, Russell Farrington, said: 
“This is excellent news for the West Midlands com¬ 
ing up to Christmas. Over half of the workforce has 
been saved.” 


All-in-one community 
hubs get the green light 


DUDLEY Council has given the 
green light for around £2 million to 
be spent on creating new commu¬ 
nity hubs in the borough that will 
bring different services together. 

The move agreed by the council cabinet 
comes as the council looks to make mul¬ 
ti-million pound savings by selling build¬ 
ings and merging services on single sites. 

The multi-purpose hubs are part of the au¬ 
thority’s ‘innovative transformation plans’ in 
the face of Government funding cuts. 

Council Leader Pete Lowe, said: “Our work 
to be a community council would go to a com¬ 
pletely new level with these ambitious plans to 
transform how the council works in the heart 
of communities. 

“The financial challenges we face due to the 
national cuts are massive but by working to¬ 
gether with our community we know we can 
establish services which will help people to be 
more self-sufficient. 

“Whilst we will continue to make service sav¬ 
ings where possible and encourage an ‘every 
penny counts’ culture at the authority we are 
also keen to explore this bigger and more inno¬ 
vative approach which we hope can generate 
tens of millions of pounds worth of savings.” 

The council will look to sell off non-essential 
council buildings as part of the ground-break¬ 
ing scheme. 

Invest 

Council bosses have already set out plans to 
save £21m over the next three years, which will 
take total savings to nearly £100m since 2010. 

However, due to continued Government 
funding cuts, finance bosses are still forecast¬ 
ing a shortfall of close to £50m. 

Councillors agreed to set aside £2m to fund 
the invest-to-save Transforming for the Fu¬ 
ture scheme which will help to plug the £50m 
shortfall. A full review of all council and wider 
public sector buildings across the borough will 
be carried out. 

This will identify suitable locations for the 
community hubs and highlight property which 
could be sold to bring in additional council in¬ 
come whilst providing regeneration opportuni¬ 
ties for private investors. 

It is hoped the hubs, which would cover a 
wide range of council services, as well as other 
partner organisation services, would help make 
communities more resilient and self-sufficient 
with less reliance on council services. 



Thoms Primary School headteacher David Priestley with winning 
designer Jessica Devi-Blackeway and The Chronicle’s Susan Jones 


Jessica's 
Christmas 
design is 
a winner 

JESSICA Devi-Blackeway 
has won the Stourbridge 
Chronicle Christmas Card 
Challenge with her drawing 
of Father Christmas deliver¬ 
ing presents. Jessica’s im¬ 
age has been turned into a 
set of Christmas cards. 

Pupils at Thorns Primary 
School, between Quarry 
Bank and Lye, were invited 
to create designs for the 
competition and were spon¬ 
sored by local businesses. 
Seven classes took part. 

The Chronicle published 
the entries and readers 
voted for their favourite, 
with Jessica’s proving the 
most popular. 

Jessica received a framed 
reproduction of her card, 
which will take pride of 
place on a wall at her home, 
and a set of the cards to send 
to her friends and family. 

The Chronicle also do¬ 
nated £50 towards school 
funds, presented to head¬ 
teacher David Priestley. 

Jessica’s sponsor was Lye 
Supermarket. Its owner 
Mac Sunner said he was de¬ 
lighted to sponsor an event 
with such a feel-good factor 
for the children. 

The presentation was 
made by Stourbridge Chron¬ 
icle supervisor Susan Jones. 
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Election decision 
in the new year 

A DECISION on a by-election follow¬ 
ing the death of a long-serving Dudley 
councillor will not be made until the 
new year. 

Mary Roberts, who had represented 
the St James’s ward since 2007, died 
last month after a long illness. Coun¬ 
cillor Roberts, who was re-elected to 
the ward in 2011 and in May this year, 
was vice-chairwoman of the authori¬ 
ty’s audit and standards committee. 

Sarah Norman, chief executive and 
electoral returning officer at Dudley 
Council, said no decision would be 
made until 2016. 

Normal service 
will be resumed 

PEOPLE in Dudley are being advised 
about the changes to the housing sup¬ 
port drop-in service over the festive 
season. 

Housing services launched the hous¬ 
ing support drop-in service in 2009 to 
assist anyone who needs assistance to 
maintain their independence. 

The walk-in drop in service will not 
be available across the borough again 
until January 4, with the exception of 
the Hope Centre, which will be closed 
until January 6. 

Residents can call the housing sup¬ 
port team on (01384) 812504 for help. 

Decision due on 
college building 

PROPOSALS for a £12 million build¬ 
ing at Dudley College have been rec¬ 
ommended for approval by council 
planners. 

The new Dudley Advance II would 
be built alongside its namesake Dud¬ 
ley Advance at the college’s site in the 
town if it is given the green light. 

The 37,000 sq ft centre includes 
workshops, classrooms, project spaces, 
resource areas, welfare and support 
facilities around a four-storey building 
called The Hanger. 

Social enterprises get 
together to network 

TWELVE social enterprises from 
across Dudley borough took part in a 
networking event. 

The Changing Landscape of Social 
Enterprises meeting was at Brierley 
Hill Civic Hall. Speakers included 
Dudley Council leader Pete Lowe, 
chief executive of Dudley Council for 
Voluntary Services Andy Gray, and 
Dudley North MP Ian Austin. 

Councillor Lowe said: “As a commu¬ 
nity council we are absolutely commit¬ 
ted to encouraging social enterprises.” 

Christingle at church 

A CHRISTINGLE service is taking 
place at a Dudley church on Christ¬ 
mas Eve to raise money for a chil¬ 
dren’s charity. The family favourite 
service is being held in aid of The Chil¬ 
dren’s Society at St Peter’s Church in 
Kent Street, Upper Gornal, and starts 
at 6pm on December 24. 



4 PETS WHO KNOW A COOP THING! lye Cri<ket club 



5* was such a relaxing 
environment for my dogs, 
Dolly and Oscar! 

Thanks 

Kerry-Ann Wolohan 
(Facebook) 


JANUARY 
SPECIAL OFFER 


10% OFF ALL DOG 
GROOMS WITH 
THIS VOUCHER 



First time I have used 
Posh Kutz for my dog 
Cane. Wish I had known 
about this place before! 

Beverley Smith 
(Facebook) 


f U7 High Street, Lye, DY9 8JX call Cary: ot 384 891008/07557 648100 www.poshkutz.weebly.comJ 




FUNCTION ROOM-HIRE 

If you would like to hire our new recently ^ 
refurbished clubhouse (80 capacity) j* 
with bar and kitchen facilities for parties, t . 
meetings, or any other functions please contact/, 
Tasha Vahey, Social Secretary at Lye Cricket^ 
Club on 07715 969790 or via ^ 


Bar staff and Buffets can be provided 


1 email ■ 

tashvahey@lyecricketclub.co.uk 



uV* 

Stourbridge Road, 
Stourbridge, 
West Midlands 
DY97DH 
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Police 'fail to identify young at-risk' 


WEST Midlands Police is failing 
to protect children from abuse and 
checks on sex offenders are not being 
carried out, a damning report says. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Con¬ 
stabulary has demanded further ac¬ 
tion after inspectors found: Officers 
failing to recognise children at risk 
of exploitation despite clear warn¬ 
ing signs; lack of training resulting 
in ‘poor investigations’; 250 sex of¬ 


fender checks not carried out. Also 
listed: Year-long delays for analysis 
of computers and other electronic 
devices in a huge backlog; children 
missing more than 10 times with¬ 
out any action to protect them and 
youths unnecessarily kept overnight 
in cells. 

Seventeen out of 21 cases of child 
sex exploitation looked at by inspec¬ 
tors were deemed to be be ‘inade¬ 


quate’ or ‘required improvement’. 
The revelations led to West Midlands 
MEP Bill Etheridge to ask: “What 
the hell is going on?” 

But West Midlands Police says it 
is already taking action to address 
concerns with how it handles cases 
of child sexual abuse. Assistant Chief 
Constable Carl Foulkes, who heads 
the force’s public protection units, 
said senior officers were also acting 


on two other reports produced by in¬ 
spectors relating to domestic violence 
and vulnerable victims. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary said the force was im¬ 
proving how it dealt with protecting 
children but raised concerns and is¬ 
sued a list of recommendations for 
senior officers to address. 

ACC Foulkes said: “I welcome this 
scrutiny.” 


More needs to be done 
to protect our children 



Lonely and vulnerable - child sexual abuse victim 


(posed by a model) 


THE BEST OF 

PETER % m 
RHODES „ 

YOU really must excuse the older gen¬ 
eration for not joining the kids in punching 
the air in celebration as Tim Peake begins 
his tour of duty on the International Space 
Station. One newspaper’s science writer, 
who looks about 12, trills that this is “a gi¬ 
ant leap in British space exploration.” Let’s 
keep it in perspective, eh? Major Tim is 
250 miles high. In 1969 we watched man 
land on the moon which is 250,000 miles 
away. In 1971 and 1972 astronauts used 
the Lunar Roving Vehicle. That’s right, 
kids. More than 40 years ago, blokes were 
driving a car on the moon. Back then we 
assumed that by 2015 we’d have colonies 
on Mars, but the money ran out. So while 
a 250-mile hop into orbit is as courageous 
and inspiring as ever, let’s not fool our¬ 
selves. The giant leap into space is still on 
the drawing board. 

AND excuse us, too, for being old-duff- 
ery and unhysterical about the new block¬ 
buster, Star Wars: The Force Awakens. 

I dare say it is brilliant. And yet after so 
many Star Wars films we all know more or 
less what to expect. So let me take you 
back to an encounter with the utterly un¬ 
expected, to the third row in the stalls in 
a cinema in Lewisham in 1977 when the 
original Star Wars burst upon the wide, 
wide screen and our little gang was utter¬ 
ly gobsmacked. What a night that was. To 
this day I cannot see the damaged C3PO 
spilling Princess Leia’s message: “Help 
me Obi-Wan Kenobi. You’re my only hope” 
without blinking away a tear. 

WHAT is it with ghosts in TV dramas 
these days? In 
River (BBC1), 
the detective 
was haunted 
by his dead col¬ 
league. In The 
Bridge (BBC4) 
a cop is haunt¬ 
ed by his miss¬ 
ing, presumed 
dead, wife and 
kids. And then Luther (BBC1) returned 
this week and blow me if our hero (Idris 
Elba) isn’t chatting with the shade of his 
murdered buddy Justin (Warren Brown). 
Shakespeare would have loved it but how 
odd to see so many ghosts in the 21st 
century. 

THE British Veterinary Association 
warns that the fad for feeding dogs and 
cats on vegetarian food could damage 
their health. That may well apply to dogs 
who tend to wolf down anything you put 
in front of them. But cats are fussy. Once 
denied its red meat, your moggie may turn 
into something quite unexpected - a pe¬ 
destrian. If you won’t feed Tiddles what 
she wants, there is always some sucker 
down the road who will. Next thing you 
know, Tiddles is living three streets away, 
under the new name of Fluffy and has en¬ 
tirely forgotten you, and your nut puree. 

“TRUMP loses wind farm legal chal¬ 
lenge.” Best headline of the week. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


Report by Rob Golledge 


MORE needs to be done to ensure 
children in the West Midlands are 
protected from sexual abuse, a police 
inspector has said 

Her Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary 
Wendy Williams said West Midlands Police 
has improved how it deals with vulnerable 
children, but has warned that some young¬ 
sters are still at risk. 

She said the force had ‘partially achieved’ ad¬ 
dressing concerns previously raised by inspectors 
last year and praised bosses. She also highlighted 
good examples of investigations. 

But her report found that not all officers had 
the right training, sex offenders were not being 
checked as regularly as they should, and long de¬ 
lays were caused in analysing electronic devices 
and with the Crown Prosecution Service. 

She said: “It is clear from this follow up inspec¬ 
tion West Midlands Police has made progress in 
particular areas since our initial inspection. We 
were encouraged to find a clear commitment to 
improving child protection services, which is re¬ 
flected in the significant increase in officers and 
staff in public protection units. 

“We also found good examples of investigations 
by the force, particularly when children were 
identified as being at further risk of immediate 
harm. 

Inconsistent 

“Despite these encouraging signs, there is still 
work the force needs to do to improve as child sex¬ 
ual exploitation is still dealt with inconsistently 
across the force area, although the situation is 
getting better. 

“The response to children who regularly go 
missing from home also requires further im¬ 
provement, although inspectors were pleased to 
see that in most cases officers and staff under¬ 
stood the link between children who regularly go 
missing and sexual exploitation. 

“We have asked West Midlands Police to pro¬ 
vide us with an updated action plan, to see how 
it will incorporate the findings in our report into 
the work it is already doing. 

“Depending on its response, Her Majesty’s In¬ 
spectorate of Constabulary may revisit the force 
again.” 

West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner 
David Jamieson said: “We recognise the recom¬ 
mendations in this report and will continue to 
work with our partners to deliver on these. Pro¬ 
tecting children is an absolute priority of mine 
and West Midlands Police. 

“I have made it a priority to set up multi-agency 


safeguarding hubs in each local authority. Three 
have been set-up so far and plans are in place for 
the rest of the force area. 

“West Midlands Police is now publishing a 
summary of data on child sexual exploitation to 
bring this issue out into the open. This is a seri¬ 
ous report with important recommendations that 
I will hold the police to account to deliver.” 

Responding to the report, Wolverhampton 
South East MP Pat McFadden said: “After 
everything that has been exposed about child 
sexual abuse in recent years it is very important 
that the police and all the agencies involved learn 
from what has gone wrong in the past. 

“I think efforts are being made and those 
should be acknowledged, but where the report 
makes criticisms or identifies gaps it is essential 
there is an open-minded and full response. 


“Protection of children is a top priority and the 
cases reported in recent times show that many of 
the children subjected to abuse have been failed 
by the state as well as abused by others.” 

Walsall North MP David Winnick, a senior 
member of the Home Affairs select committee, 
added: “The good news undoubtedly is the rec¬ 
ognition that there has been improvement in this 
important aspect of policing. 

“However, concerns have been raised and it is 
essential the police act on this and the appropri¬ 
ate remedies are taken as soon as possible. 

And Dudley South MP Mike Wood said: “While 
I’m pleased Her Majesty’s inspectors found some 
improvements, when it comes to protecting 
vulnerable children from some of the most evil 
crimes, nothing but the best can be good enough.” 



Housing is 
proposed 
at former 
brickworks 

THE site of an historic Brierley Hill 
brickworks could be transformed into 
a multi-million pound housing estate 
under new plans. 

Outline plans for the Harris and 
Pearson Brickworks site have been 
earmarked for approval by council 
planners. The Grade II-listed offices 
have already been restored under a 
separate scheme. 

Developer Alvin Lindley has applied 
for outline access permission for the 
site in Brettell Lane, which could pave 
the way for dozens of homes. 

Councillor Zafar Islam said any 
new homes in the borough should be 
welcomed. He added: “It’s good that 
they’re looking to sort the issue of 
access out first, because that location 
needs good quality access. It’s near a 
busy road so the safety for residents, 
motorists and pedestrians is very im¬ 
portant.” 

A report for the council’s planning 
committee raises concerns about the 
noise impact on future residents but 
says this would not be enough to re¬ 
fuse the plan. 

It states: “The main areas of noise 
concern are from vehicle transporters 
using the service road of Brettell Lane 
Industrial Estate during unsociable 
hours, and the intermittent activation 
of an intruder alarm that protects a 
vehicle storage area. 

“These issues would be likely to lead 
to complaints from future residents 
on the development site and conflict 
between them and the existing indus¬ 
trial uses. They are insufficient to jus¬ 
tify refusal of the application.” 

New hospice chief 
arrives in March 

A BLACK Country hospice charity 
has announced the appointment of a 
new chief executive. 

Claire Marshall, currently com¬ 
mercial director and deputy chief 
executive of Birmingham St Mary’s 
Hospice, will take up her post at 
Compton Hospice in March. 

She will join Compton Hospice fol¬ 
lowing a 21-year career in the volun¬ 
tary sector which has included roles 
at Sue Ryder Care, Cancer Research 
UK and Air Ambulance. Mrs Marshall 
said: “I am thrilled to have been of¬ 
fered the opportunity to lead Compton 
Hospice, a charity which has a wide 
range of services and a wonderful rep¬ 
utation for delivering exceptional care 
in the local community.” 

Ron Middleton will retire in March 
after 18 years as chief executive. 

Town weddings venue 
fails to sell at auction 

A VENUE in Dudley that has been 
used for weddings and conferences 
failed to sell at auction despite a bid 
of £649,000. The Prince Banqueting 
Suite is still on the market after fail¬ 
ing to sell during the auction at Aston 
Villa’s Villa park ground. 
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£100K will go 
towards help 
for domestic 
abuse victims 

DUDLEY Council has received a 
£100,000 grant to help victims of do¬ 
mestic abuse start a safer new life. 

The authority was one of the 43 
councils nationwide who have been 
allocated a share of £3.5 million spe¬ 
cial funding, following successful bids 
to the Department for Communities 
and Local Government. 

The cash will help fund additional 
bed spaces across the borough for 
victims who need a home, while pro¬ 
viding enhanced security measures 
linked to specialist support services. 

It will also modernise existing ref¬ 
uge accommodation to include en- 
suite facilities and the provision of 
legal advice for households who wish 
to remain safely in their existing 
home. 

Impact 

Housing boss at Dudley, cabinet 
member Councillor Gaye Partridge 
said: “Domestic violence has a real im¬ 
pact upon people’s lives and it is im¬ 
portant that support is available. This 
additional funding will enable both 
Dudley Council and the Churches 
Housing Association of Dudley and 
District, and other partners, to pro¬ 
vide additional help to individuals and 
families when they need it and it is ap¬ 
propriate to their own circumstance.” 

A total of £52,000 will go to the 
churches association and £48,000 to 
the council. 

Anyone who needs help or advice 
relating to domestic abuse can visit 
the partnership’s website at www. 
dudleysafeandsound.org 

vandals destroy 
youth camp hut 

THIEVES ransacked a youth organ¬ 
isation’s base near Kinver and then 
burned it to the ground. 

High Acres Woodcraft Folk is used 
by youngsters from Kingswinford, 
Stourbridge and beyond, and has 
stood for nearly 50 years. 

Heartbroken Bob Sandall, 75, 
founded the group 47 years ago and 
built the wooden hut with his own 
hands. 

The structure was razed to the 
ground by the blaze in the early hours 
of December 15. Leaders say it could 
now cost up to £10,000 to replace. 

Mr Sandall said: “Thousands of 
children have camped there and en¬ 
joyed the facilities. But now it’s just 
a heap of rubbish. I can’t understand 
why this has happened. 

Church hosting 
an organ recital 

MUSIC fans can see in the new year 
with an organ recital, taking place at 
a Wordsley church on Sunday, Janu¬ 
ary 3. Paul Carr will be performing at 
Holy Trinity Parish Church on High 
Street at 3pm and admission is free. 


Hospital experts back from African trip 


A TEAM of heart and lung experts from Birming¬ 
ham Children’s Hospital has returned from an in¬ 
augural trip to South Africa to share their expertise 
on using life-saving equipment. 

The five-day visit to the Red Cross War Memorial 
Children’s Hospital in Cape Town was organised as 
part of a planned longer-term collaboration to in¬ 
troduce and develop a new service in South Africa’s 
only specialist paediatric centre. 

Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation (ECMO) 
is technique of providing both cardiac and respira¬ 
tory support to persons whose heart and lungs. Used 
in intensive care medicine, the specialist ECMO ma¬ 
chine provides an artificial heart and lung function 
for young patients, allowing organs to rest and heal. 


Since starting its own ECMO service in 2006 more 
than 80 children and young people have received 
this type of intensive care treatment at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital, designated as the UK’s only 
centre of excellence by the international Extracor¬ 
poreal Life Support Organization. It is hoped the 
development of the ECMO service in Cape Town - 
the first for children in Africa - will lead to a cardiac 
transplant service. 

Tim Jones, paediatric cardiac surgeon and Bir¬ 
mingham Children’s Hospital ECMO service lead, 
was joined by Margaret Farley, hospital ECMO 
co-ordinator, Gail Faulkner, ECMO co-ordinator 
from Leicester’s Glenfield Hospital and Bob Bart¬ 
lett, who is credited with developing the technology. 


Mr Jones, who has been a heart surgeon at Bir¬ 
mingham Children’s Hospital for 10 years, said: 
“The link-up with the Red Cross War Memorial 
Hospital is something we’ve been working on for a 
while after a member of their team spent some time 
working with us here. It was fantastic to make such 
a worthwhile trip to South Africa to share knowl¬ 
edge and help them develop their own life-saving 
ECMO service, intended as a beginning to a poten¬ 
tial transplant programme, which is hugely exciting. 

“We certainly learned a lot from the team over 
there, which faces different challenges to ourselves 
when it comes to caring for children and young peo¬ 
ple. We’re looking forward to further developing our 
partnership in the months and years ahead.” 


NIP calls for air duty 
cut to boost economy 


DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has 
stepped up his campaign to cut Air 
Passenger Duty in a bid to boost 
regional airports such as Birming¬ 
ham. 

The devolved governments in Scotland 
and Wales are planning to cut the duty, 
which could leave regional airports in 
England at a competitive disadvantage. 

Mr Austin has tabled a series of urgent Par¬ 
liamentary questions challenging the Chancel¬ 
lor George Osborne to set out the impact higher 
Air Passenger Duty will have on Birmingham 
International Airport and businesses in places 
like Dudley. 

The MP wants the Government to back pro¬ 
posals to match the cut for non-congested air¬ 
ports in England to offer local people cheaper 
flights and boost economic growth in the re¬ 
gions. 

He said: “The Government is running out of 
time to intervene before Wales and Scotland 
cut air taxes and put airports like Birmingham 
at a competitive disadvantage.” 

Afford 

“Cutting Air Passenger Dutyf or regional 
airports would help local people afford a well- 
earned break at the same time as boosting the 
local economy.” 

Meanwhile, Birmingham International Air¬ 
port is on course for a record-breaking year 
after nearly 700,000 passengers passed through 
its terminal in November. 

The West Midlands gateway to the world is 
expected to reach a total of 10 million passen¬ 
gers this year, making 2015 the busiest in the 
airport’s 77-year history. 

And bosses are already predicting another 
record-breaker in 2016, with a string of airlines 
lined up to carry even more passengers in and 
out of Birmingham on new routes. 

November’s passenger figure of 693,033 was 
7.1 per cent up on the same month a year ago, 
with long-haul flights up 21.4 per cent. 

Paul Kehoe, chief executive of Birmingham 
Airport, said: “November’s figures are ex¬ 
tremely encouraging particularly in regard to 
long haul services which are increasingly in 
demand. 

“We expect December to also be very strong 
as we welcome passengers over the busy holi¬ 
day period. If December turns out to be another 
record-breaking month it will be the eleventh 
one this year, which is fantastic news.” 


Homes project starts at hospital site 



DUDLEY PATRICK MULVANEY COPYRIGHT EXPRESS & STAR PIC 


DEMOLITION work has begun 
at a former hospital site in Dudley 
as part of an £18 million housing 
project. 

Developer Wates Living Space 
has started to overhaul the Guest 
Hospital plot in Tipton Road, 
where 157 homes will be built. 

Work on the housing is due to 
start in the new year with con¬ 
struction being carried out by 
Wates, alongside Dudley Council 
and the Homes and Communities 


Agency. The scheme expected to 
be completed in summer 2019. 

Two historic buildings at the 
hospital - the administration 
block and the porter’s lodge - will 
be retained and converted into 
homes as part of the project. 

A total of 118 homes will be sold 
while 39 of them will be available 
for council tenants. 

Joanne Jamieson, managing 
director at Wates Living Space 
Homes, said: “Work is progressing 


14/12/2015 Pictures from the 

well and we’re looking forward to 
bringing elements of this historic 
building and surrounding area 
back to use, for it to play a key 
role in providing affordable hous¬ 
ing for people in the local area.” 

Councillor Gaye Partridge, 
Dudley cabinet member for hous¬ 
ing, said: “We’re delighted that 
work will be starting in the new 
year on the construction of 39 new 
affordable homes as part of this 
development.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Bin day changes 
during festivities 

PEOPLE in Dudley are being remind¬ 
ed that there are changes to waste and 
recycling collections over the festive 
period. 

Households will have altered col¬ 
lection times until January 2, 2016, 
and flyers detailing the changes have 
been delivered to all borough homes. 
Details are also available on the coun¬ 
cil’s website and by contacting Dudley 
Council Plus. Residents are advised 
that collections may be earlier than 
usual during the Christmas period. 
Collection calendars are available at 
www. dudley. go v.uk/ recycling 

Envelope worry led 
to closure of bank 

POLICE were called to a Stourbridge 
bank after concerns were raised about 
a ‘suspicious envelope’. 

Officers were called to Nationwide 
in High Street at around 11.40am on 
Tuesday and the branch was closed. 

As well as blocking access, officers 
were also seen interviewing members 
of the public inside. 

A West Midlands Police spokes¬ 
man said: “It was found that the item 
didn’t pose a threat and has since been 
removed from the scene for further 
analysis. We are still investigating the 
incident.” 

Hospice service 
gets £1,000 boost 

MARY Stevens Hospice is celebrating 
after receiving £1,000 from Vodafone 
UK. They collected the Vodafone 
Community Connection Award last 
week after staff in the Stourbridge 
store chose the hospice to benefit. 

Charlotte Schofield, who entered 
the charity for the award, said: “We 
will use this money to fund the re¬ 
furbishment of our Day Services 
Unit. We are currently trying to raise 
money so we are able to support 25 pa¬ 
tients each day rather than 17.” 

Police in crackdown on 
drink and drug drivers 

A TOTAL of 39 motorists will appear 
in court after the first week of the fes¬ 
tive season drink-driving crackdown 
by West Midlands Police. 

There has also been a surge in 
the numbers arrested for driving 
under the influence of drugs. In the 
first seven days of this month’s cam¬ 
paign, 39 motorists were charged for 
drink-driving. The highest breath test 
was 108 — three times the limit. The 
Central Motorway Police Group also 
made 13 arrests for positive drug tests. 

Extra parking bays 

A MULTI-STOREY car park at Merry 
Hill has received a major revamp to 
allow it to fully reopen in time for the 
Christmas rush. The middle deck of 
the ‘purple’ car park at the Brierley 
Hill shopping centre closed four years 
ago. It now brings back 350 spaces, 
taking it to 1,000 bays on three levels. 


Sanders*& Co. 

v^OMCITORlS ’ 

At Sanders & Co. we’ve always^hjad a reputation as a friendly 
practice and we are well established in the local area and 
have been serving the community for over 40 years. We 
pride ourselves in being the local Firm for local people. 

\ / ^ \ j y 

As a practice with traditional values, we have a strong 
reputation for providing professional and comprehensive 
legaPservices for individuals, families and business clients, 
all at competitive prices. Should you njeed our services your 
matter will only ever be dealt with by^fther a fully qualified 
solicitor or a licenced conveyancer. 

v y 

Family and matrimonial breakdowns, domestic violence 
and obtaining injunctions ad just some of the areas where 
Sanders & Co can help.\^ 




We are open over the Christmas 
period on the following dates; 
23rd December 09:00-12:00 
24th-28tl^December CLOSED 
29th & 30th December 09:30-16:30 
31 st December 10:00-16:00 


Some of the areas we 
specialise in are; 


Family and 
matrimonial law 
- including care 
proceedings & 
children matters 

Conveyancing 


• Wills, Probate and 
Lasting Power of 
Attorney 

• Employment Law 

• Personal Injury 

• Motoring Offences 



Lexcel 


Law Society 




Chfldrt* 5 V y Family 

Law \ J Law 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Tesco is 
washing its 
hands of 
bag snags 

A COUPLE of weeks ago I got on a train 
from Wolverhampton to Birmingham. It 
was filthy, passengers were packed like 
sardines into the drab, cramped car¬ 
riages. Somebody had drawn a phallic 
symbol in the thick coating of dirt on the 
windows. 

And the operator responsible for this 
service? It was one of the many services 
run by Deutschebahn, the German state- 
owned rail operator. They run quite a lot 
of trains around the West Midlands these 
days. Some of them very badly. 

Bear that in mind next time somebody 
tells you that nationalisation is the solu¬ 
tion for all the ills on our railways. 

■ ■■ 

ACCORDING to a recent report, en¬ 
couraging people to wash their hands for 
30 seconds at a time could prevent up to 
25,000 deaths a year. 

Aparently the average Joe’s hands are 
a haven for filth, bacteria and faeces. 

The study, which has prompted Gov¬ 
ernment and medical bosses to launch a 
national hand washing campaign, reports 
that three in 10 commuters have poo on 
their hands as they go about their daily, 
ahem, business. Now remind me. Why 
did I never join the Freemasons? 

■ ■■ 

GREAT news for supporters of the car¬ 
rier bag charges. According to Tesco, use 
of plastic carriers has dropped by 78 per 
cent since the new rules came in. 

The company says it has exceeded 
all expectations, with many people ask¬ 
ing for a “bag-free delivery” when they 
order their shopping online. There have 
also been one or two mumblings about 
“changing people’s attitudes”. Of course 
there have. The great and the good are 
never happier than when they are chang¬ 
ing people’s attitudes. 

And you know what? That’s exactly 
what I was thinking when I was stumbling 
around town with my arms full of shop¬ 
ping, stooping every few yards to pick up 
the pork scratchings, sweets, bath prod¬ 
ucts and tulip bulbs that I was carrying 
back to the car. 

Still, on balance, I still think this is mar¬ 
ginally preferable to the alternative, which 
seems to be walking around with your 
pockets stuffed with ‘bags for life’ and 
looking like Roy Cropper. 

One thing did strike me though: doesn’t 
it make life much easier for shoplifters 
now people are wandering into stores 
carrying goods they have bought else¬ 
where? And more to the point, doesn’t it 
make life incredibly hard for shop assis¬ 
tants who, on top of their normal duties, 
now have to decide whether the custom¬ 
er’s arms were really that full of shopping 
when they came through the door? 

Did anybody give any consideration to 
that problem when deciding whether to 
introduce the new law? Thought not. Still, 
as long as it changes people’s attitudes, 
that’s the main thing. 



Are we now facing a 
crisis in Christianity? 



Rev David Wright, at St Peter’s Church, who has commented on a landmark report on religion Rev Rob Farmer, of St Mark’s in Shelfield 


Leading Christians in the re¬ 
gion have been standing firm in 
the wake of a landmark report. 
Report by LISA WRIGHT 


“TO say this is no longer a Chris¬ 
tian country is taking it a bit far, but 
I would say it is fair to say it is a 
very inclusive country.” 

These are the words of the Reverend 
Prebendary David Wright from St Pe¬ 
ter’s Church in Wolverhampton, in the 
wake of a landmark report on religion - 
which found Britain was no longer just a 
Christian country. 

The report published by the Commission on 
Religion and Belief in Public Life said there 
had been a ‘general decline’ in Christian affil¬ 
iation - with two in five people now identify¬ 
ing as such - coupled with a move away from 
mainstream denominations to evangelical and 
Pentecostal churches. 

Islam, Hinduism and Sikhism have also 
overtaken Judaism as the largest non-Chris¬ 
tian faiths in Britain. 

Among the ‘striking’ trends, the report said, 
was a rise in the number of people who iden¬ 
tified as non-religious - now amounting to al¬ 
most half the UK population. 

But Baroness Butler-Sloss, who chaired the 
commission, said issues such as the Paris ter¬ 
rorist attacks and the banning of a Church of 
England advert in cinemas showed religious 
beliefs are still central to society. 

However, now church leaders from across 
the region maintained that Christianity was 
still an important faith in this country. 

“Britain is a country where there remains 
a significant Christian presence,” added Rev 
Preb Wright. 

“A significant Christian influence and where 
significant numbers of people are still practis¬ 
ing Christians or would trace their affiliations, 
although may not be active, but it is also a 
country that embraces other faiths. 

“We are a multi-faith society built on firmly 
Christian faiths.” 


While Neil Robbie, the vicar at the Holy 
Trinity Church in West Bromwich, said: “Our 
public institutions, government structures, ed¬ 
ucation system, health care system and justice 
system. These have all been built over a mil¬ 
lennia by Christian thinkers. 

“It’s not as simple to say we are no longer 
a Christian nation because people don’t be¬ 
lieve. For us not to be a Christian nation there 
would have to be a dissolution of these systems 
and institutions. 

“Secular thinkings are squatting in the 
house that Christians built and what they are 
saying is look at the house we built, when ac¬ 
tually what they are doing is demolishing it. 

“We don’t want to give credit to people who 
have shaped our society.” 

Janet Bailey, chief organiser at St Luke’s 
Church in Cannock, who celebrated their 
900th anniversary this year, said: “We recog¬ 


nise here at St Lukes that a lot of people don’t 
have a faith, but we still have a very strong 
congregation and do not feel that is going to 
change any time soon. 

“I don’t agree or disagree with what has 
been said but we live in a multi-cultural so¬ 
ciety and this is something we have to accept, 
and really should applaud.” 

And Rev Rob Farmer, of St Mark’s Parish 
in Sheffield, said: “I can understand why peo¬ 
ple do say we are no longer a Christian coun¬ 
try but I believe everybody has some kind of 
spirituality in them. 

“We have a very healthy congregation and 
upon engaging with people who come to St 
Mark’s, we are told they thoroughly enjoy the 
experience here and that is all we can ask.” 

The report also said the number of Church of 
England bishops who sit as peers in the House 
of Lords should be cut to make way for leaders 


of other faiths. Rev Canon Andrew Wickens, of 
St James The Great, Eve Hill, who is chairman 
of Dudley Interfaith Network, said he believed 
the report ‘merits study’. 

He also said the recommendation to reduce 
the number of Bishops in the House of Lords 
needed to be considered as the country be¬ 
comes more diverse. 

“I welcome anything that contributes to de¬ 
bates about the place of religion in our com¬ 
mon life so I am sure that this is a report that 
merits study by people. The Church of Eng¬ 
land has sought to serve the whole of the local 
community - we offer support to all. 

“We have bishops in the House of Lords. It’s 
only right and proper that the whole of our 
society is represented. At a national level it 
makes sense that the people who represent us 
are taken from broad section of society,” he 
added. 


COMPLETE STOCK CLEARANCE STARTS 1ST JANUARY 10AM 



I Regent 3 seater and 2 seater chairs in a beautiful wine 

| with floral cushions - Half Price. Now £499 

I We also have certain slightly used items at terrific bargain prices 

I Quality 3 seater and 2 seater sofa in gold stripe. £499 

I Quality 3 seater and 2 seater sofa in tan leather (reclining). £299 

1 2 x Cream swivel chairs. £30 each 

! 2 x Queen Anne chairs in pink. £20 each 

13 seater sofa with matching electric lift and rise. £499 

■ 3 seater sofa and 2 chairs, in gold stripe, full coil sprung. £299 


©pen ^ni 1st, Sat 2nd, Sun 2nd £an 10am - 4pm 


Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye. DY9 8RD 01384 892018 www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 




















































Primates keeper Nicola Wright with talented chimps Mandy, Malaika and Fanny and chimp art work at Dudley Zoo 

Animal lovers will go 
bananas for chimp art 


FANCY becoming the owner 
of a unique piece of artwork 
painted by a cheeky chimp? 

Now anyone who adopts one of the 
Dudley Zoo chimps, or renews their 
chimp adoption before the end of the 
year, will be entered into a raffle to 
win the colourful canvas. 

Talented chimps Mandy, Malaika 
and Fanny created the painting in 
their spare time as a way to showcase 
their ‘arty side’. 

Head of lower primates Nicola 
Wright said: “The girls had a good go 
at painting the canvas and the result 


is quite impressive. Most of the chimps 
had a go but Malaika did the most and 
added the finishing touches.” 

This isn’t the first time the artis¬ 
tic apes have painted a picture. Back 
in March, Mandy brushed up on her 
painting skills and created a master¬ 
piece now on the wall in the zoo’s mon¬ 
key tails exhibit. 

The zoo currently has seven chimps 
in their care - Mandy, Fanny, Barbie, 
Malaika, Binti, Mali and Banika - who 
can all be adopted. For details on how 
to adopt one of the chimps, or another 
animal, visit www.dudleyzoo.org.uk/ 
support-us/adopt-animal 



Chimp art: Jackson Pollock influence? 


Thousands 
of families 
face losing 
their home 


MORE than 35,000 cries for help from people 
in the West Midlands who are on the brink of 
homelessness have been made to a helpline. 

The shock figures show that the number of re¬ 
quests from those in dire need has almost trebled in 
the last five years. 

In the last year, almost 8,000 households in the region 


were made officially home¬ 
less. 

The figures, drawn from 
official statistics, come as 
no surprise to housing and 
homelessness charity Shel¬ 
ter, whose advisers have 
been inundated with calls 
for help. 

In the last year the num¬ 
ber of calls to Shelter’s free 
helpline from the West Mid¬ 
lands reached over 35,000. 
Shelter said one in five of 
the calls they were able to 
answer came from people 
who faced losing their home 
within a month. 

The charity is calling on 
the public to show support, 
as its advisers brace them¬ 
selves for even more calls 
this Christmas. 

Campbell Robb, Shelter’s 
chief executive said: “It’s 
truly devastating to hear 
that so many people - in¬ 
cluding families with chil¬ 
dren - are teetering on the 


By Nick Humphrey s 

brink of homelessness. It’s 
heart-breaking to imagine 
one child waking up home¬ 
less and in unstable tem¬ 
porary accommodation on 
Christmas morning, yet we 
know over 100,000 children 
across the country are fac¬ 
ing exactly that fate. 

Welfare 

“The combination of our 
affordable housing shortage 
and cuts to welfare means 
more parents are strug¬ 
gling.” 

“That’s why we desper¬ 
ately need the public’s sup¬ 
port this Christmas, to help 
us be there so that no family 
has to fight homelessness on 
their own.” 

To support Shelter’s 
emergency Christmas ap¬ 
peal visit www.shelter.org. 
uk or text SHELTER to 
70060 to donate £3. 


100-year-old vicar 
returns to church 



Rev Andrew Collins celebrated mass at St Edmund’s 
Church in Dudley just six days after his 100th birthday 

BRITAIN was a year into the First World War when Rev 
Andrew Collins was born and he went on to serve as an 
officer in the RAF during the Second World War, before 
devoting his life to the church and education. 

The vicar, who taught at schools in the Black Country, 
has just turned 100 but shows no signs of slowing down. He 
led mass at St Edmund’s Church in Dudley, six days after 
his landmark birthday. Without the use of a microphone 
he consecrated the bread and wine, joked with parishioners 
and vowed to come back next year after his 101st birthday. 
Speaking of his return to the church, he said the role ‘isn’t 
really something you ever retire from’ 

Jon Harcourt, a friend and treasurer at St Edmund’s, 
said: “He always comes to celebrate mass as near to his 
birthday as possible. He must’ve been the oldest vicar cele¬ 
brating mass that day. He has been coming to St Edmunds 
for 70 years. He was also the priest-in-charge at St Mary 
the Virgin Church in Enville, where he now lives. 

“A reception was also held in Enville Hall to celebrate 
his 100th birthday.” 

Mr Collins was deputy headteacher of Lower Gornal 
Boys’ Secondary School and later headteacher at the 
Church of the Ascension Middle School, Wall Heath. 

He was ordained in 1961 and became senior curate of 
Sedgley Parish Church. The father-of-four, who was mar¬ 
ried to his late wife Marian for 57 years, was appointed 
priest-in-charge of Enville in 1997. He now lives there with 
his daughter. 
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OUR WINTER SALE IS NOW ON 


MAGIC 


Closed from 19th December - Open again 2nd January 
UNIT 35, ENTERPRISE TRADING ESTATE, HURST LANE, BRIERLEY HILL. DY5 1TX - Find us on 

EaHSiSEE] Tel: 01384 79300 www.bathroommagicltd.co.uk -T. Facebook 
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Costcutter 

-Proud to be local 


Proud to be local 


irultcr 


We are open ' 
all over the 
Christmas 
Holidays 
Christmas Eve 
8.30am-9.00pm 
Christmas Day 
10.00am-6.00pm 
Boxing Day 
10.00am-9.00pm 


f WHILE 1 
STOCKS LAST 


f Barefoot T 

'(Red, White, Rose)! 


54, High Street, Lye DY9 8LQ 

Tel: 01384 894415 

Mon-Sat 9am-9pm 
Sun 10am - 8pm 

FREE CASH MACHINE 
Most major debit and 
credit cards excepted 

Large Free Car Park 
at the rear of store 


ADVERTISEMENT 


No fixative, no surgery and the potential to fix denture stabilisation problems 



For appointments at all clinics call 5 North Street, Dudley, 


0800 0285185 


West Midlands, DY2 7DT 
www.denture-clinic.co.uk 




Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 
Comberton Dental Surgery 


facebook 29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 


Qenture 

JOnic 


“I need to stress, however, the option is not 
suitable for all, but a single, free initial con¬ 
sultation would determine whether it could be 
the way forward. We never sell solutions here, 
but provide honest, comprehensive, clinical 
appraisals that help patients make informed 
choices,” says Steven. 

To achieve an harmonious fit, Denture Clinic 
prescriptions are ‘set’ using a Biofunctional 
Prosthetics System (BPS) which helps accu¬ 
rately replicate natural teeth anatomy during 
the production process. 

“The fit is stunningly accurate,” he adds. 

Typically, denture patients will be assigned 
more than three-and-a-half hours of surgery 
time in achieving the best possible outcome. 

Scanner 

The Denture Clinic operates hand-in-glove 
with Steven’s North Street Dental & Implant 
Clinic operation. 

“Having everything under one roof - den¬ 
ture provision, general dentistry and dental 
implant provision - gives us a huge set of so¬ 
lutions and a deep pool of clinical skill from 
which we can draw. 

“With a 3-D scanner, modern and air condi¬ 
tioned surgeries and a creative team, I believe 
we are strongly placed to tackle most prob¬ 
lems,” says Steven. 

Steven, whose clinics attracts patients from 
as far as Portugal, Spain, the Isle of Skye and 
the Isle of Anglesey, adds: “Implant dentistry 
is the ultimate, long-term solution for denture 
stability problems, but it is not suitable for 
everyone, neither is it all patients’ first prefer¬ 
ence. 

“The beauty of the suction technology is 
that it has the potential to deliver in the right 
patient excellent retainer qualities without the 
complex clinical procedures required for im¬ 
plant work.” 


Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS (Eng) with dentist Dr Polly Mineva, 
and right, technicians working on suction technology dentures 


D ENTAL technician Steve Morris carefully crafts a den¬ 
ture, ensuring that a small aperture on the side of the 
prosthetic will be able to accommodate a tiny valve. 

The denture looks like any other, but the clever diaphragm 
development to help hold it secure can give it the edge over its 
traditional counterparts. 

“It’s clever stuff,” says Steve (GDC 142474), “a small dia¬ 
phragm seals off a one-way valve under bite pressure, creating 
a vacuum between the denture and gums. The result is a better 
fit to the soft tissues and improved resistance to any dislodg¬ 
ing forces created by eating and speaking.” 

Steak for dinner 

For the right person, the Ultra Suction Solution can remedy 
common denture stability problems without 
surgery and messy fixatives. 

“We recently manufactured a second pre¬ 
scription for a patient. We knew the fit was 
as perfect as it could possibly be, but I was 
amazed when they called the lab to tell us 
they’d been on their initial ‘test run’ with a 
steak for dinner. 

“The patient was very happy with the out¬ 
come,” adds Steve. 

The Suction Solution option attracts the 


Historically, lower dentures can present sta¬ 
bility problems as the jawbone erodes with 
age. With traditional dentures this can cause 
lower teeth to move and result in painful fric¬ 
tion problems on gums. 

The suction device can be mounted in up¬ 
per or lower dentures and due to its efficiency 
the size of the acrylic ‘plate’ can sometimes 
be reduced, improving speech and taste. 


biggest number of inquiries at the Denture 
Clinic in North Street, Dudley. 

Principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353, who heads the team at his mul¬ 
ti-disciplined practice says: “We have always 
endeavoured to be on the very cusp of clinical 
development and this device is another use¬ 
ful option in our commitment to try to deliver 
results greater than patient expectations.” 
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YEAR 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON JANUARY INSTALLATIONS 


No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 




Repair 

Service 

Available 




114 


SliTEE 


ULTIMATE SECURITY GUARANTEE 

1 M 


YDALE TAKE SECURITY VER 
!RI0US1Y 6IIARANTEED HIE 


OEMUUOLI UUHI1HI1IEEU nil 

\ SECURITY ON ALL PRODUCT 

mu 




CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES 


Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 

[Orangeries, Porches, Faseias & Soffit Boards 

Ivery window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
more experience and know 
how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 
have been in 
business for 
more than 
30 years. 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring... 


Closed 24th - 28th December I Open 29th and 30th December 10 - 4pm 
31st December 10 - 3pm I Closed Friday 1st January 
Open 2nd January 9 - 4pm I Monday 4th Janaury - normal opening times 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Guardia 






C5 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 


Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Sunday Closed 


Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
'\ > all year round 


Long Lane, Blackheath, 
Halesowen B62 9LS 



SALE 
STARTS 
SUNDAY 
27 th 

December dho)©{hirgi^xixCi3^h]@dhcqp> 





SilentniqhtM ♦ 




feo&fOW Stain. 

The best txxk in the r.o £ 


REST 

A&SURHM 


Big Savings on Relyon Beds 
Chesterfield Drawer Divan Sets 
Double £1099 Now £849 
King £1199 NOW £949 


Oak Bedsteads 
Double £359 NOW £299 
King £409 NOW £359 


Great reductions off 
sofa beds Nexus £509 

Now £459 


Adjustable Beds 

Now from £499 







Brass Bedsteads 
Double £499 Now £359 
King £519 Now £399 


Find us at: 

Mill Street, Brierley Hill 
01384 74166 


LARGE FREE CAR PARK AT 
REAR OF STORE 
Little Cottage Street, DY51RG 


OPEN 

Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 
Sat 9am-5.30pm Sun 11am-4.30pm 


Supporters 

of Mary Stevens Hospice 



1 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 



FURNITURE BEDS AND CARPETS 

ALL STOCKS 


SALE NOW ON 

OPEN BOXING DAY 


FOR 3 DAYS ONLY 

Don’t hesitate, these offers and 
prices will never be repeated!!! 


mm/etf 

60% 



SAT 26TH DEC 
10AM-5PM 

SUN 27TH DEC 
10AM - 5PM 

MON 28TH DEC 
10AM-5.30PM 


MUST BE SOLD 

THIS IS OUR BIGGEST SALE EVER!! EXTRA 
DISCOUNT OFF OUR ALREADY LOW SALE 
PRICES FOR THE FIRST 3 DAYS ONLY 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Minnesota All Reclining 
3 Str + 2 Str Leather Look Sofas 

One Set Only per store 

Quick Delivery Only £499 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Ultra 3Str + 2Str 
Latest Design Sofas 

One Set Only Per Store 

SAVE 50% £399 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Full Double Size Ortho 
‘Cardiff’ Quality Mattress 

Micro Quilted Cover One Only 

Quick Delivery Only £49 


MEGA DOOR BUSTER 

Ashmere Light Wood 
Oblong Table + 4 Chairs 

One Set Only Per Store 

SAVE 60% £109 


Superb Value Mattresses 

Single Size £29 
Double Size £59 
King Size £79 


Deluxe Medium Firm Mattresses 

Single Size £59 
Double Size £89 
King Size £109 


Luxury Memory Foam Mattresses 

Single Size £95 
Double Size £119 
King Size £169 


Luxury Pocket Mattresses 

Single Size £139 
Double Size £189 
King Size £229 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Prado double size 
frame and mattress 


£139 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 r 
CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Tetras double size Silver/ 

Beech frame and mattress 


£169 


MEGA PRICERUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Fushion double size ottoman 
storage frame and mattress 


£249 



MEGA PRICERUSTER 

FIRST 4 - 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Atlanta single size Silver 
style frame and mattress 

£99 



MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

Large Oblong Table + I | W l 

£249 ™i | l lll 


BED PRICES SLASHED 

FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY!! r “ 

The Backrest ortho double 
quality 2 drawer Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 


MEGA PRICEBUSTER 

FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Imperial 3 door slider 
8ft 3in wide x 7ft 4in - home 
assembly, Beech finish 


MEGA PRICERUSTER 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Manhattan 4 door combi 
6ft 3in x 6ft 7in high - home 
assembly, Light Ash finish 



MEGA PRICERUSTER 

FIRST 3 .... 

CUSTOMERS ONLY — 

Solid Pine Bunks With Pil 
Mattresses 

£ 199 ™" 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


BED PRICES SLASHED 


!£179 


FIRST 2 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! [ 

The Everest double memory 
foam/spring 2 drawer Bed 
Save 60% off RRP 

i£199 




FIRST 4 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Majestic double 1000 
pocket sprung top quality 
Bed. Save 60% off RRP 

i£199 




BED PRICES SLASHED 

FIRST 3 

CUSTOMERS ONLY! 

The Dreamland 3/4 size 
small Double Divan 
Save 50% off RRP 

>: jm 


£149 



Oakfield House, Level Street, 
Brierley Hill 01384 79393 
(next to the Copthorne Hotel) 


583 Bearwood Road, Bearwood 
B66 4BH 
0121 420 2991 


837 Warwick Road, Tysley, 
Birmingham B11 2EL 
0121 707 5545 















































Samantha Groves has gone all out on her home in Bilston Multi-coloured illuminations for the Taggart family of Bushbury Frozen theme with Stuart Bibb’s arctic Christmas scene 



Shining light and joy 


Going to town - the Parker family dis¬ 
play on Stretton Road, New Invention 


THEY are a special kind of breed and 
the chances are, there is one who 
lives not too far from you. 

That family that goes all out at Christ¬ 
mas determined to have the most elaborate 
lights display. 

The ones that will have a reindeer or a giant 
Santa in the front garden as their houses dazzle 
all around with a plethora lights. 

There is seemingly one in every community 
but what is it that drives these people to climb 
up a ladder to put a 10ft cuddly snowman on 
their roof in all weathers just to get it all down 


again a few weeks later when Christmas is over? 
It has long been suggested that these people go 
to such extreme lengths just to outdo the neigh¬ 
bours but that is not the case for Andrew Sutton 
from Fairlawn Close, New Invention. In fact, the 
opposite is true. 

Not content in covering his own house in lights 
and decorations, he will also help neighbours in 
getting their homes and gardens looking as fes¬ 
tive as possible. 

Single mother Sam Grove’s home in Bilston 
has become a sparkling scene featuring manne¬ 
quins of Mary and Joseph while brightly lit rein¬ 
deer, Santa and snowmen stand nearby. Sam’s 


children Ashley, 15, and three-year-old Destiny 
both have major health problems. But she said: 
“The festive season is all about doing good to 
other people. The reaction of everybody from the 
area has been very positive.” 

Stuart Bibb’s Frozen-themed display has re¬ 
turned in Wentworth Road, Bushbury, but he is 
not only trying to put a smile on people’s faces 
but raise money for a good cause too. 

Visitors who come from all over the Black 
Country to see the magnificent lights display, 
which features a 25ft castle and the famous Coca 
Cola truck made from wood, are being asked to 
make a small donation to the air ambulance. 



Stuart Bibb combines the unusual with the 
traditional Christmas wreath on the door 


JSS& BATHROOMS 


YOUR CHOICE... FOR A BETTER BATHROOM 






e 


iFor a warm w eicomei caiiun aliens 
r phonei^frange^dur | 
MeasurerJp/Design and Quotation” 
BronH Oam -%m during the I 
holiday period 


We will supply and fit a luxury chrome 
heated ladder rail worth £200 FREE!! 
with every bathroom fitted in 
December & January 


THE LOCAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 

\We want YOUR CHOICE to be us , x 

l * A i ) 


rr 



YES A FULL 
JOB FOR 
£3850 

15 SQM Wall Tiles/ 
Bath & Screen, 
Replacement 
Shower, Basin & WC, 
Tiled Floor, Finished 
within 5 Days. 




Yiwn 

free 

IN 

l QUALIFYING 

v cases J 


191 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION HOME VISIT & 
ON THE SPOT PRICE WITHIN 48 HRS OF YOUR CALL 


THIS WEEKS 
DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 
Showroom also at Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 


Our showroom is 
closed 25th/26th 
December and 
1st January 
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Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive 

OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 


off our already low 

r the start of our 


Modern large sofa in a textured fabric. WAS £999 SALE £409 


EXTRA 


£349 


discount price 


discount price 


SALE STARTS BOXING DAY 10am! 


PRICE 

MATCH 

PROMISE 

We’ll not be 
beaten on Price! 
That’s our promise 































ILLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


discount price 


Alstons Baker tfbardj OMNIC jjftog mJfam Mye6 rauch © WADE 


0% APR Representative *Deferred interest free credit offer available on orders over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. Annual 
Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on reguest. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&OE. 
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Delayed motorway 
link roadworks are 
finally completed 

OVERRUNNING motorway roadworks, which caused a 
year of chaos on surrounding roads, have finally been 
completed - six months later than expected. 

Repair work on the link road off the M6 at Wednes- 
bury on to the M5 in West Bromwich finished last week. 

It brings to an end 12 months of misery for motorists 
across the region, caused by sealed off lanes and the clo¬ 
sure of the M6 Junction 9 slip road. 

The southbound carriageway has returned to full-lane 
capacity and the slip road reopened. 

But bosses have warned there could be up to six over¬ 
night closures in the new year on the same stretch in 
order to complete ‘snagging works’. 

Highways England project manager Jess Kenny said: 
“We would like to thank motorists for their patience 
throughout the year in what has been a long and chal¬ 
lenging maintenance programme. It was vital that we 
did this work and we are pleased to finally have the road¬ 
works removed. In the new year we will need to carry out 
final pieces of work which will be done overnight and will 
have minimal impact on motorists.” 

The work, which was carried out to replace damaged 
waterproofing along the stretch of motorway, was orig¬ 
inally due to be finished in June. But it met a series of 
delays after it emerged that damage underneath the car¬ 
riageway was far worse than anticipated. 

The job was extended until November but another 
four-week delay followed after extensive steel corrosion 
and concrete damage was found. 



Senior keeper Jodie Dryden with the giraffes who went on a family stroll together at Dudley Zoo 


Fab four at zoo 


DUDLEY Zoo’s four giraffes 
have stepped out into their 
paddock together for the 
first time in almost two 
years. 

Male Rothschild’s giraffe 
Kubwa, mother Mia, their son 
Kito and female Josie have all 
just started sharing the pad- 
dock at the same time — and so 
far the reintroduction has gone 
very well, according to keeper 
Jay Haywood. 

He said: “When Kito was born in 
February 2014, he did meet his fa¬ 
ther briefly but we kept Kubwa sepa¬ 
rate from the others so the youngster 
could bond with his mother and go 
on to develop in size and confidence. 

“We now feel it is the right time 
for the four giraffes to be together 
and so far it has gone well. 

Breakfast 

“A few of our regulars have no¬ 
ticed all four of them are together 
and have said it was lovely to see.” 

Last week the giraffes were given 
a special breakfast in honour of Jo- 
sie’s seventh birthday. 

Senior keeper Jodie Dryden said: 
“We give the giraffes bamboo as a 
treat, so it was a perfect birthday 


breakfast for her - although she 
had to eat it quickly before Kito and 
Kubwa tried to butt in and get their 
share too.” 

A couple from Shropshire, who 
adopted the zoo’s raven Jill and who 
became Keepers for a Day earlier in 
the year, have also sent in a festive 
thank-you gift for one of the giraffe 
keepers. 

Avril and Brian Chidley, of 
Shrewsbury, sent a Christmas card 
to the zoo staff but also included a 
giraffe T-shirt especially for a keeper 
to wear. 

Meanwhile, the zoo’s camel family 
have been stepping out in their en¬ 
closure together for the first time at 
the Castle Hill attraction. 

The new female calf, named Fer- 
gie, was born on October 3 to mother 
Jimandi and father Charles. 

The youngster, who already 
stands at around 4ft tall, has been 
getting plenty of attention from 
keepers and visitors since she made 
her arrival. 

Senior keeper Lesley Lewis said 
the doting parents were doing a 
great job of looking after the little 
one, who likes to stay as close to her 
parents as she can. 


Advertisement 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


SALE STARTS 27TH DECEMBER 10.30AM 
SAVE UP TO 75% 


Suites - Beds - Mattresses - Sofas 

All reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 

UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE HOME DELIVERY • FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 

LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND LEATHER SUITES 
2 & 3 SEATERS TO CLEAR FROM AN AMAZING £295 

VARIOUS COLOURS AND DESIGNS 



3+1+1 SUITE 

1 ONLY 
WAS £2295 

NOW £595 


LUXURY 
4 DRAWER 
DIVAN 

1 ONLY 
WAS £995 

NOW £295 



DINING TABLE & CHAIRS 
10NLY 
WAS £595 

NOW £195 
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Made to Measure 

Recliners and Riser 
Reoliners Available 


Your chair, designed to fit you 

1000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


8 Stallings Lane, KingswinM DV6 7HU LARGE FREE 

Tel: 01384 295660 _ C#RPARK 

Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm MUJ 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 


Police can't 
go to every 
crime scene, 
says chief 

THE public cannot expect to see as many 
bobbies responding to so-called ‘lesser 
crimes’, Britain’s second highest ranking po¬ 
lice officer has said. 

West Midlands Police Chief Constable Chris Sims, 
who retires from his post in January, said police 
forces had to be ‘sensible’ how they deployed their 
officers and could no longer ‘resource every call’. 

He also said more crime 


should be reported by vic¬ 
tims online in future. 

“It would be very hard to 
think we would maintain 
that level of visibility that 
we have got. That is because 
things like cyber crime and 
domestic abuse are not 
threats dealt with by officers 
patrolling in uniform. 

Ambition 

“There needs to be a re¬ 
balancing of how policing 
is delivered but I would be 
concerned if people were 
burgled and felt that we 
were not there to protect 
them. 

“We have an ambition to 
have a better online pres¬ 
ence than we do. 

“If you are a victim of a 
lesser crime there is some¬ 
thing to be said for report¬ 
ing it online. I think if I was 
a victim of a less serious 
crime, there is a kind of con¬ 
venience at sitting at home 
to file a report and get a 
follow up. It is giving people 
more of a choice.” 

He added: “We have to be 
sensible about how we use 
police resources given the 
litany of threats there are, 
but our primary job is to 
protect people. 


By Rob Golledge 

“Our service is really im¬ 
portant to us but it has to 
sit next to an obligation to 
protect. There are not many 
public services now where 
you can pick the phone up 
and the service comes to you 
in an unconditional way. We 
have to accept we move over 
a period of time from being 
literally able to resource 
every call people make.” 

Mr Sims has presided 
over West Midlands Police 
since 2009 and overseen 
cuts of £130 million since 
2010 and the loss of 3,000 
police officers and staff. 

He admitted that fewer 
officers meant the force was 
unable to do as much as it 
wanted but that delivering 
results had not been af¬ 
fected. 

But he said the force 
would struggle if there were 
further high-scale cuts. 

He said: “I think we were 
able to take a lot of the pain 
of job losses from the areas 
that were not impacting on 
the service and protection of 
the public. I am not sure we 
could have continued that 
for another five years.” 


Fire destroys cars 

FOUR cars and a Portakabin were destroyed by a fire in 
Cradley Heath believed to have been caused by arsonists. 

Crews from Brierley Hill and Haden Cross were called 
to the blaze in Lower High Street at around 1.20am on 
Thursday, December 17, and were at the scene for around 
an hour. 

It is believed the fire spread from the building to the cars. 










































SUMMERHILL 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 


Selected Display 

CLEARANCE 

up to 75 % off i 

Don’t miss out 
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BATHROOMS 


Montrose 


Gloss Suite 


£ 1949 


example 


500 3 drawer base 
unit, 600 wash basin 
unit, 500 double 
door base, 400 
single door base, 
WC unit, toilet roll 
unit. Plus plinths, 
worktop and cistern 


UCTIONS 


bathroom purchase 




Designer Semi Recess Basin 
Designer Back to Wall Pan 

(valued at £320 RRP) 






KITCHENS 
Eco Range, 
High Gloss 
Finish 

£ 1499 

Based on 8 kitchen 
unit example 


*4 base units, 

1 oven housing, 
1 larder unit, 

2 wall units plus 
plinths, work 

surfaces 
and handles. 

Supply Only 


^kitchen purchase 


Astracast 11/2 Bowl Stainless Steel Sink Chrome 
or Brushed Steel 

Designer Sink Tap (valued at £305 RRP) 





(■B 

CHOICE OF 
QUALITY 
MODERN 
SUITES 

Pan, cistern, pedestal, 

500 basin & soft close ** 
seat. 


SALE PRICE 

£129 


mfra 

imi insk I 

MIRA CODA 

THERMOSTATIC 

SALE PRICE 

Rail, hose £HOQ 
and head ** 1 ™ 

TRITON T80Z 


7.5kw, 8.5w 

J kw and 
10.5kw 
.E PRICE 

£129 

tmmm 


B3D 

1050 COMBI UNIT 


was£391T 

SALE COOQ 
PRICE Z»LLO 

INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 


(■B 

P and L SHAPED BATHS 


INCLUDES 
P or L shaped 
bath, front 
panel, bath 
screen with 
safety glass 
and towel rail. 


PSHAPED LSHAPED 
SALE PRICE 


SALE PRICE 

£329 


£369 


25YR GUARANTEE 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



800/900 
or 1000mm 

includes base & waste 

25YR 

GUARANTEE 


asm 


‘TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME TAP SET 

SALE PRICE 

Y" £99 

MONO TAP £45 

Chrome on solid brass with 
ceramic disc technology 
while s t 0C k S last 


•i 


•. - 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 




Straight Chrome 
600 x 800 £69 
600x1100 £79 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £79 
600x1100 £89 

tsmxm 


i ( 


VANITY 
UNITS 
AT SALE 
PRICES 

Soft close doors 
complete with 
vitreous basin. 

400 E 79 
450 E 89 
550 E 1 09 
650 E 11 9 
750 E 1 69 
850 E 1 99 


6H» 


DESIGNER SUITE 6HB 


Basin, pedestal, 
4 pan and cistern 
l with soft 
close seat 

£169 


BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ Tel: 01384 263626 

CLOSED 24TH, 25TH, 26TH DEC. OPEN SUNDAY 27TH DEC 11AM-4PM. MONDAY 28TH - WEDNESDAY 30TH 10AM-5PM, THURSDAY 31ST DEC 

10AM-4PM, CLOSED FRIDAY 1ST JAN2016, RE-OPEN SATURDAY 2ND JAN 9AM-6PM 
Trust the experts.... 'PRICE PROMISE!' WE PROMISE TO BEAT ANY QUOTE INCLUDING ONLINE Trade Enquiries Welcome 























































































TRUKA • SKETCHERS • STARTRITE • NIKE • REFLEX • HI-TEC • CATERPILLAR • ELM DALE • GRENSON • ADIDAS • GLUV • CLARKS 


HI TEC • CATERPILLAR • (7 SWfl • MI • KICKERS • SCHOLL • CLARKS • LOAKE • BASE LONDON • BEN SHERMAN 


BLUNTS 


SHOE & WINTER BOOT 


GENUINE REDUCTIONS ON 
WELL KNOWN BRANDS 


A MASSIVE SELECTION OF QUALITY FOOTWEAR! 


1 MILLION PAIRS 

Available inluding party shoes • sandals • trainers • winter boots 
• wellingtons • work boots • walking shoes • slippers 
• sports shoes • high heel fashion shoes and handbags 


IF YOU DON7 SEE WHAT YOU WANT DO PLEASE ASK! 


BLUNTS 

65-67 Market Street Stourbridge DY81AQ 

01384 394234 

www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/Stourbridge 

BLUNTS 

8-9 Bull Ring, Kidderminster DY10 2AA 

01562 745277 

www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/kidderminster 

BLUNTS 

75 High Street Bromsgrove B61 8AQ 

01527 874063 

www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/Bromsgrove 

BLUNTS 

75 High Street Bromsgrove B61 8AQ 

01527 874063 

www.bluntsshoes.co.uk/Bromsgrove 


UP TO 80% OFF OUR FASHION COLLECTIONS! 


» CLARKS • CHILDRENS SHOES AND SANDALS • BALLET AND TAP SHOES • WEDDING SHOES • WELLINGTONS « 



www.fireplacefactorydirect.co.uk _ 

Open Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm Saturday 8am - 2pm 


( Unit 12, Parkrose Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road B66 2DZ 

■ I MfjjH] S5**20K: 

CHECK 0S OUT UN FACEBMK Hraplacefacloradirwl 


Great show for a 
Chuckle or two 


GRAND PANTO REVIEW 


By Mark Shipp 


HANDS up. Most people 
leaving the theatre will greet 
people with a big “Helloorr”. 
I know I did. 

Welcome to pantomime the 
Chuckle Brothers style. 

I wouldn’t say it was their finest 
work, that dubious honour goes to 
their collaboration with Tinchy Stry- 
der. But there were laughs-aplenty, 
particularly when they couldn’t keep 
a straight face themselves. 

Taking the parts of the Brothers 
Smee, they were almost given their 
own mini-series during this reworking 
of Peter Pan. And each time their ar¬ 
rival was met to the tune of Chuckle, 
Chuckle Vision. 


Frilly 


Audience members can expect to 
get wet, and even ‘pied’ during the 
two-hour long show, but it’s worth it 
just to hear Barry’s attempts to say 
Smith’s Crisps. 

Mind you, I’m not sure I want to re¬ 
live the image of him in just a pair of 
frilly pants. 

The jokes come thick and fast, like 
“Where’s my buccaneers?” “On the 
side of your head but don’t use that 
language.” 

And local references such as: “We’re 
in jeopardy.” 




“No, we are in danger.” 

“Where’s danger?” 

“Near Willenhall.” 

Of course, it wouldn’t be a panto 
without a touch of adult humour, but 
to re-tell all the jokes would be spoiling 
it for those who have not yet been. 

For anyone that hasn’t, it runs until 
January 24, so what are you waiting 
for? The lavish production is both mu¬ 
sically and technically brilliant and is 



Captain Hook, alias John Altman 

quality family entertainment - with 
more than a hint of slapstick. 

There was contemporary music in 
the form of Jess Glynne’s Rather Be 
and Taylor Swift’s Bad Blood. 

The latter was performed by John 
Altman, better known as EastEnders’ 
bad boy Nick Cotton in his role as an¬ 
other villain, Captain Hook. Though 
playing up to the role, and with the 
odd reference to his soap character, he 
was quite inaudible during his singing 


Hannah Nicholls as Wendy 

routine. The same could not be said of 
Kimmy Edwards as Tiger Lily how¬ 
ever, with her terrific voice. 

Ross Carpenter is an endearing Pan, 
while ex-Coronation Street actress 
Lucy Evans sparkles as Tinkerbell. 

Hannah Nicholls also shines as 
Wendy, while credit must go to the 
Darling brothers,and the rest of the 
ensemble that made up the Lost Boys 
and pirates. 


It’s a Dead cert 


DVD 


by Leon Burakowski 


Fear The Walking Dead (18) 

FANS of the hit TV series The Walking Dead 
were eager to view its spin-off show Fear The 
Walking Dead but many were left disappoint¬ 
ed this summer when it made its debut on 
pay-to-view BT, rather than joining the roster 
on Sky via the Fox channel. 

However, Season One of the AMC show is now available 
on DVD and Blu-ray, nicely timed to plug the mid-season 
break in Season Six of The Walking Dead. Last month that 
left fans with a cliffhanger as Rick Grimes and co pushed 
their way through a horde of zombies after taking the 
yukky but literally gutsy option of covering themselves in 
walker viscera to avoid being sniffed out. 

FTWD takes fans of the tense horror-survivalist drama 
right back to the beginning of the zombie apocalypse. But 
whereas the original series had cop Rick (Brit actor Andrew 
Lincoln) wake up in an apparently deserted Georgia hos¬ 
pital with the normal world having already collapsed, the 
promise of the new series is that we get to see the monster 
plague unfold on the streets of Los Angeles. 

Mayhem 

But FTWD is very slow to get out of the blocks and 
doesn’t unleash the sort of mayhem we have come to expect 
from its parent show until the last of its six episodes. This 
is partly because half the series in spent in a ‘safe zone’ 
cordoned-off by an increasingly Fascist-like US Army. 

Instead we get to know a rather difficult-to-like Cali¬ 
fornian ‘blended’ family with a former drug addict mom 
turned school counsellor mollycoddling her junkie son 
(who is the first to encounter a zombie in the tense open¬ 
ing scene), his cynical sister and their new dad torn be¬ 
tween them and his own son. These characters are all 
played by very capable actors. These include Kim Dickens 
(Deadwood, Treme) who finally realises the gravity of the 
situation when she has to batter her school principal, and 
young British actor Frank Dillane (Tom Riddle in Harry 
Potter) who spends a lot of time shuffling around LA like 
a pseudo-zombie in his cream-coloured Harrington jacket. 

FTWD is about half as good as its addictive parent show, 
which has won a dedicated fan base, but that will probably 
be good enough to ensure its success, and another season 
is already in the pipeline. 

Other new releases include the second series of BBC 
Four’s Detectorists (15), a sitcom written, directed and 
starring Mackenzie Crook (from The Office). The story of a 
pair of metal detector enthusiasts begins with our hapless 
heroes just inches from a buried hoard of ancient treasure 



The zombie apocalypse hits LA in Fear The Walking Dead 

but, of course, Andy (Crook) and Lance (Toby Jones) head 
in the wrong direction. Detectorists is as gentle as the roll¬ 
ing green countryside our amateur archaeologists spend 
their time bumbling around. The first series and a boxed 
set of the two is also available on DVD. 

One of the great concert movies, Stop Making Sense, 
has been restored for DVD and Blu-ray more than 30 years 
after its original release. It captures influential American 
band Talking Heads at the peak of their powers as direc¬ 
tor Jonathan Demme includes iconic images from front¬ 
man David Byrne’s understated arrival performing Psycho 
Killer with a boom box, to surreal scenes dancing with a 
lampshade and appearing inside a giant suit. 
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Slimming World 


NEW GROUP 
Rowley Regis 

Dudley Golf Club, Turners Hill 
From 28th December, 7 pm 
Tel Meryl : 07702 237885 


Sedgley 

Cotwall End School 
Cotwall End Road 7pm 
Tel Gareth : 07517 675787 

Wollaston 

The Ridge Primary School 

Gregory Road 7pm 

Tel Laura: 07999 521993 

Wordsley 

Richardson Hall 

Lawnswood Road 5pm & 7pm 

Tel Ian: 07970 147592 

Halesowen 

Townsend Social Club 

Stourbridge Road 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Tel Lorraine : 07936 217340 

Netherton 

Cole Street Methodist Church 
Cole Strett 5.30pm and 7pm 
Tel Heather: 07729 105659 

Dudley Wood 

Dudley Wood Methodist Church 

Quarry Road 9.30am 

Tel Lisa : 07986 673899 

Quarry Bank 

Thorns Primary School 

Thorns Road 5pm and 7pm 

Tel Lisa : 07986 673899 

Halesowen 

Halesbury School 

Feldon Lane 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Tel Dawn : 07859 010175 

TUESDAY 


New Group 
Cradley 

Cradley Sports & Social Club 
Colley Lane 

from 5th January 7.30pm 
Tel: Stacey : 07411 486694 


Norton 

Gigmill Primary School, The Broadway 7.00pm 
Tel Kelly:07857 244854 

Gornal Wood 

Himley Road Methodist Church Himley Road 

(Large Car Park at rear via chapel walk 

Tel Becki: 07986 407934 

Wordsley 

Richardson Hall 

Lawnswood Road 10am 

Tel Ian . 07970147592 

Woodsetton 

Bramford Primary School 

Park Road 6.00pm and 7.45pm 

Tel Louise : 07967 624573 

Gornal 

Zoar Methodist Church 
Abbey Road 5pm and 7pm 
Tel Sue: 01384 211425 

Wollaston 

St James C of E Primary School 

Kingsway 7pm 

Tel Jo : 07725 987340 

Netherton 

Cole Street Methodist Church 

Cole Street 9.30am 

Tel Heather: 07729 105659 

Halesowen 

Halesbury School 

Feldon Lane 7.00pm 

Tel Dawm: 07859 010175 

Rowley Regis 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre 
26 Rowley Village 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Tel Kenton : 07982 408088 
Dudley (Wrensnest) 

Wrensnest Community Centre 
Summer Road 10am 
Tel Louise : 07967 624573 
Hasbury 

Christian Fellowship 

Albert Road 9.30am and 11,30am 

Tel Michaela : 07901 583236 

Halesowen 

Lutley Community Centre 
Brook Willow Road 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Tel Michaela : 07901 583236 

Pedmore 

Hobgreen Primary School 
Pedmore Fields 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Tel Paula : 07846 847068 


Norton 

The Scout Hut 
Kempton Way off Heath Farm Road 9.30am 
Tel Caroline : 01562 888315 

Amblecote 

Peters Hill Primary School 
Peters Hill Road 6pm and 7.30pm 
Tel Lynne : 01384 455427 
Bromley / Kingswinford 
Dingle Community Centre 
Madeley Road 5 pm & 7 pm 
Tel Diane : 07974 657589 
WEDNESDAY 


NEW GROUP 
Cradley 

Wilson Hall, Cradley Labour Club, Colley Gate 
From 6th January 2016, 5.30pm & 7.30 pm 
Tel Stacey: 07411 486694 


NEW GROUP 
Old Hill 

HolyTrinity Church, Halesowen Road 
From 30th December, 9.15 am 
Tel Sarah: 07815 071982 


NEW GROUP 
Pedmore 

Hob Green Primary School 
Hob Green Road 
5.30pm 

TeLPaula 07846 847068 


Kingswinford 

British Legion 
Summerhill Road 3.30pm 
5pm and 6.30pm 
Tel Ann : 07787 186259 

Brockmoor 

Brockmoor Community Centre 
Pensnett Road 9.30am and 11.30am 
Tel Ian : 01384 827999 

Kinver 

Brindley Heath Junior School 

Enville Road 7pm 

Tel John: 01384 423616 

Amblecote 

Amblecote Primary School 

School Drive 5.30pm and 7.15pm 

Tel Caroline: 01562 888315 

Netherton 

Hill Crest School and 

Community College 

Simms Lane 7pm 

Tel Heather : 07729 105659 

Tividale 

St Michaels Church 
Tividale Road 5pm and 7pm 
Tel Kenton : 07982 408088 

Blackheath 

Blackheath Central Methodist Church 
High Street 10am 12noon 
5pm and 7pm 
Tel Ann : 07815 643963 

Old Hill 

HolyTrinity Church 

Halesowen Road 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Tel Sarah: 07815 071982 

Halesowen 

Townsend Social Club 

Stourbridge Road 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Tel Lorraine : 07936 217340 

Stourbridge / Oldswinford 

Territorial Army 

Swinford Road 9.30am 

Tel Marie: 01384 893001 

Stourbridge / Oldswinford 

St Marys Church Hall 

Rectory Road 4pm 5.30pm 

and 7.30pm 

Tel Kerry: 01384 833812 

Brierley Hill 

Withymoore Primary School 
Gayfield Avenue 7pm 
Tel Lynne: 01384 455427 
Lower Gornal 
The Straits Primary School 
Milton Cresant 7pm 
Tel Marion : 07887 594344 
Upper Gornal 

Upper Gornal Methodist Church 
Spills Meadow off Kent Street 9.30am 
Tel Lynn : 07963 539384 

Dudley / Upper Gornal 

Bishop Milner RC School 
Burton Road 7pm 
Tel Sue: 01902 882323 

THURSDAY 

Hagley 

West One, 159 Worcester Road. 9.30am 
TeLCharlotte: 07565 659357 

Cradley Heath 

Cradley Heath Liberal Club, Upper High Street 
9.30am 

TeLKim 07882 726067 


Cradley Heath 

Cradley Heath Liberal Club, Upper High Street 
5.00pm and 7.00pm 
TeLKim 07882 726067 

Dudley 

Central Methodist Church 

Cross Street 

5pm and 7pm 

TekSarah 07837 950797 

Stourbridge 

St Thomas Church Hall 

Market Street 10am 

Tel John : 01384 423616 

Sedgley / Upper Gornal 

St Chads and all Saints Social Club 

High Holborn, Dudley Road 5pm and 7pm 

Tel Sue: 01902 882323 

Brierley Hill 

Nine Locks Community Centre 
Hill Street 9.15am 
Tel Jill : 01384 830929 

Pensnett / Bromley Liberal Club 

102 High Street ( Corner of Swan Street) 4pm 
and 6pm 

Tel Jill 01384 830929 

Dudley 

Central Methodist Church 
Cross Street 10am 12noon 
TeLSue 01384 211425 
Hawbush Brierley Hill 
Oakfield Centre 
Brettell Lane 5pm and 7pm 
Tel John: 01384 423616 
Cradley 

Netherend Centre 

Mogul Lane 5.15pm and 7.15pm 

Tel Amanda : 07862 274058 

Halesowen 

St Peters Church, Hiplands Road 
Lapal 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Tel Elaine: 0121 5506414 

Cradley Heath 

Liberal Club, Upper High Street 9.30am 
Tel Kim : 07882 726067 

Hagley 

Hagley Primary School 
Park Road 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Tel Paula : 0784 6847068 

Stourbridge 

Greenfield Primary School 
Hill Street 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Tel Marie: 01384 893001 

FRIDAY 


NEW GROUP 
Sedgley 

Sedgley Community Centre, Ladies Walk 
(Access via the Priory) 9.30 am 
From 8th January 
Tel Gareth: 07517 675787 


CHANGE OF VENUE 
Halesowen 


Stourbridge 

The Bonded Warehouse 
Canal Street 9.30am 
Tel Jo: 07725 987340 
Kingswinford 
St Marys Church Hall 
TheVilliage 10am 
Tel Sue : 07825 354224 
Rowley Regis 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre 
26 Rowley Village 9.30am 
Tel Kenton : 07982 408088 

SATURDAY 


NEW VENUE 
HALESOWEN 

The Scouts Centre, Elizabeth Road 
8.30 am, 10.30 am PLUS an extra session al 
Tel Kerry: 07508 838158 


Lower Gornal 

Roberts Primary School 

Robert Street 8.30am and 10.30am 

Tel Sarah : 07837 950797 

Hawbush / Brierley Hill 

Oakfield Community Centre 
Brettell Lane 8.00am & 10am 
Tel Jo : 07725 987340 

Cradley 

Netherend Centre 

Mogul Lane 9am and 10.30am 

Tel Amanda : 07862 274058 

Oldbury 

Portway Lifestyle Centre 
Newbury Lane 9am 
Tel Kenton : 07982 408088 



Slfmnmi 



More people in the UK choose to attend a Slimming World 
group each week than any other weight loss group. 


touching hearts, changing lives 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 
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Wishing customers^ 
Merry ChristmasJrom\ 
the team at 



Stourvalley 
Cat Rescue 
01384 375832 


Enterprise 
Glass and 
Glazing Ltd 

Unit 2 Vine Street, 
Brierley Hill DY5 1JE 

01384 882755 
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r 

ft 

Valter Wall 

1-156 High Stre< 
y Bank, Brierley 

1384 56962 

9 


/5 

f 



All of our clients on this 
feature page, wish all of (heir 
customers a Very Merry Christmas 


Bathroom 
Magic 

35 Enterprise Trading 
Estate, Pedmore Road 
Brierley Hill 

01384 79300 
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1384 63364 
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ilti Dilshat 

12 Hagley Road, 
Stourbridge 

384 37276! 
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Timber 
Tim Ltd 
07970 618998 
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&M Fascia 
Freephone 
100 799941 

1 

1 

n 
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A 

| 
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1 

ecure Pro 

Market Street, 
Stourbridge 

44 2448901 

1 



f 


Computer 
Service Ltd 

146 Brettell Lane, 
Stourbridge 

01384 392571 



Gasway Ltd 

20 Lower High Street, 
Stourbridge 

01384 372246 
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BBC 1 ■ BBC 2 



ITV 


Ch4 


Ch5 


Lee Mack features in the 
Christmas special of Not 
Going Out, on at 10.45pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 David Suchet: 
In the Footsteps of St Paul Part two 
of two. How Paul brought 
Christianity to the Mediterranean 
world. (R) 10.00 On Angel Wings 
(R) 10.30 FILM: The Santa Clause 
(1994) Fantasy comedy, starring 
Tim Afltf *!!★★ 12.00 Bargain 
Hunt Four teams test their antiques 
knowledge in Corby, 
Northamptonshire. (R) 1.00 BBC 
News at One; Weather 1.10 
Midlands Today; Weather 1.20 
Snow Chick: A Penguin’s Tale 
Following the first months in the life 
of an emperor penguin. (R) 2.20 
FILM: A Christmas Carol (2009) 
Animated fantasy based on Charles 
Dickens’ novel, featuring Jim Carrey 
and Gary Oldman. ★★ 


3.50 


5.20 

6.20 

6.30 

6.40 

7.10 


8.00 


Finding Nemo 
(2003) ★★★★ 

Harry Hill in Professor 
Branestawm Returns 
BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

Celebrity Mastermind 
Pointless Celebrities 
Christmas Special 

Featuring Jeffrey Holland 
and Su Pollard, Alison 
Hammond and Robin 
Windsor, and Colin Baker 
and Louise Jameson. 
Would I Lie to You? At 
Christmas Rob Brydon 
presents a festive special of 
the comedy game, with Bill 
Bailey, Ruth Jones, Jo 
Brand and Kelly Holmes 
joining team captains 
David Mitchell and Lee 
Mack. 

EastEnders Stacey goes 
into labour during the 
nativity play, Ronnie is 
forced to choose a side 
between Vincent and Phil, 
and Sharon drops a 
bombshell that threatens to 
tear the Beales apart. 
Peter Kay: 20 Years of 
Funny A celebration of the 
Bolton comedian’s two 
decades in the business, 
going back to his early 
days before stardom and 
hearing from friends and 
colleagues about what 
makes him tick. 

10.05Walliams and Friend 

Sketch show, starring 
David Walliams and 
Joanna Lumley. 

10.45 Not Going Out On 

Christmas Eve, Lee and 
Lucy - who is three days 
overdue with their first baby 
find themselves 
mistakenly caught up in a 
robbery at a local 
department store. 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 

11.45 Midnight Mass from St 
George’s Cathedral, 
Southwark Live service 
from south London, led by 
the Archbishop of 
Southwark, the Most Rev 
Peter Smith, with prayers to 
reflect the cathedral’s 
international congregation. 

1.00 FILM: Serendipity (2001) 

★★★ 2.25 Weather for the Week 

Ahead 2.30 BBC News 


8.30 


9.05 



Natalie Dormer stars in 
The Scandalous Lady W, 
on at 10.00pm 

6.20 Homes Under the Hammer A 
cottage in Cornwall and a house in 
south London. (R) 7.20 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas (R) 8.05 Sign Zone: 
This Wild Life (R) 8.35 Sign Zone: 
Great British Menu (R) 9.05 FILM: 
Bedknobs and Broomsticks 
(1971) Disney musical fantasy, 
starring Angela Lansbury. ★★★ 
11.00 The Hairy Bikers’ Northern 
Exposure (R) 12.00 Natural World 
Gentoo penguins raising chicks in 
Port Lockroy in the Antarctic. (R) 
1.00 FILM: Sister Act 2: Back in 
the Habit (1993) Comedy sequel, 
starring Whoopi Goldberg. ★★★ 
2.45 Perry and Croft: Made in 
Britain How the duo’s comedies 
each encapsulated the end of an 
era. (R) 


3.15 The Snow Wolf Family 
and Me (R) 

4.15 The Snow Wolf Family 
and Me (R) 

5.15 Carols from King’s 

6.30 To the Manor Born (R) 
7.00 Dad’s Army Mainwaring 

finds himself bidding 
against Pike for an orange 
at a fundraising bazaar, but 
the private reveals a 
stubborn streak that costs 
the captain dear. (R) 

7.30 Christmas University 
Challenge Graduates 
from Exeter University and 
Magdalen College, Oxford, 
compete, with wildlife 
presenter Nick Baker and 
documentary-maker Louis 
Theroux among the 
contestants. 

8.00 MasterChef: The 
Professionals The three 
finalists have three hours to 
cook a starter, a main 
course and a dessert, 
before one of them- Ts^ 
crowned Professional 
MasterChef Champion 
2015. Last in the series. 
9.00 The Great History 
Quiz: The Tudors Kirsty 
Young asks the questions 
in this quiz which sees two 
teams of historians, 
captained by Lucy Worsley 
and Dan Snow, 
demonstrate their 
knowledge on all aspects 
of Tudor life. 

10.00 The Scandalous Lady 

W Fact-based period 
drama about an 
18th-century noblewoman 
who found herself at the 
centre of a public scandal 
after eloping with her 
husband’s best friend. 
Natalie Dormer sJ#r|r|R) 

11.30 Dial M for Murder 
(1954) A tennis 
player’s plan to arrange 
the death of his socialite 
wife goes wrong when 
she kills her would-be 
assassin. Alfred 
Hitchcock’s thriller, with 
Ray Milland and Grace 
Kelly. ★★★ 

1.10 Simply Nigella: Christmas 
Special (R) 2.10 Christmas 
Shopping Fever 2015: John Lewis 
and the Retail Race (R) 3.10 
James Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas (R) 


— 



Keith Lemon presents 
Through the Christmas 
Keyhole, on at 9.45pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. (R) 6.15 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Sooty (R) 6.40 Super 

4 Fourchesac tries to make a love 
potion for the Dajk Baron. (R) 7.00 
Good Morning Britain News, 
current affairs and lifestyle features. 
8.30 Lorraine Entertainment and 
fashion news. 9.25 Elf: Buddy’s 
Musical Christmas Stop-motion 
animated adventure based on the 
film Elf. (R) 10.25 Pick Me! Game 
show featuring lively, loud and 
energetic players. (R) 11.25 FILM: 
Back to the Future Part II (1989) 
Sci-fi comedy sequel, starring 
Michael J Fox. ★★★ 1.30 ITV 
Lunchtime News; Weather. 1.45 
FILM: Small Soldiers (1998) 
Children’s adventure, with Kirsten*: 
Dunst, Denis Leary and Grego 
Smith. ★★★ 


3.50 National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation 
(1989) Comedy, 
starring Chevy Chase. 
★★★ 

5.40 All Star Mr & Mrs With 
Martine McCutcheon, 
Harry Redknapp and 
Gwyneth Strong. (R) 

6.45 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

7.00 Emmerdale Belle sees 
Zak and Joanie kissing and 
becomes determined to 
make her pay, while the 
warehouse robbery is on 
the news and Aaron’s 
picture is in the paper. 
8.00 Coronation Street Fiz 
tells Tyrone that Hope 
might not be allowed home 
for Christmas and Lapland 
might have to wait. 
Meanwhile, Tracy confides 
in Todd that she thinks 
Robert is planning to 
propose. 

8.30 The Abba Christmas 
Party Paddy McGuinness 
presents as music and TV 
stars sing Abba hits, 
featuring performances by 
Susan Boyle, Alexandra 
Burke, Shayne Ward and 
Catherine Tyldesley and 
Scouting for Girls. 

9.45 Through the Christmas 
Keyhole Keith Lemon has 
a festive rummage through 
the homes of three 
celebrities, challenging 
Stephen Mulhern, Claudia 
Winkleman and Jimmy 
Carr to guess their 
identities. Last in the series. 

10.45 ITV News Including 
Regional News and ITV 
Weather; Weather. 

11.00 Christmas Carols on 
ITV Aled Jones joins the 
congregation of St 
Elisabeth’s Church in 
Reddish, Stockport, for 
their Christmas Eve carol 
service, with performances 
by Collabro and soul singer 
Toni Green. 

12.00 FILM: Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure (1989) Time-travel 
comedy, starring Keanu Reeves 
and Alex Winter. ★★★ 1.40 Murder, 
She Wrote (R) 2.30 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA (R) 3.15 ITV 
Nightscreen Text-based 
information service. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show (R) 



Christmas displays, My 
Crazy Christmas Lights, 
on at 8.00pm 

6.15 Small Animal Hospital John 
Barrowman visits a centre for 
rescued rabbits. 7.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 7.20 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 7.40 The Snowman (R) 
8.05 Father Christmas (R) 8.35 
The Simpsons (R) 9.10 FILM: 
Animals United (2010) Animated 
comedy with the voices of James 
Corden and Stephen Fry. ★★ 10.55 
FILM: Horton Hears a Who! 
(2008) Animated comedy, featuring 
the voice of Jim Carrey. ★★★ 12.30 
FILM: Stuart Little (1999) Comedy 
adventure, with the voice of Michael 
J Fox. ★★★ 2.10 Channel 4 News 
Including sport and weather. 2.15 
FILM: It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 
^Fantasy drama, starring James 
Mtewart, Donna Reed, Lionel 


4.55 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on 
Raymond Briggs’ festive 
tale. (R) 

5.25 The Snowman and the 
Snowdog Animated 
sequel to classic festi; 
tale The Snowman. (R) 
6.00 Hollyoaks When 

hears about the explosi 
he is suspicious 
Cameron and threatens to 
go to the police. Elsewhere, 
the police search for 
Reenie and Lisa reveals her 
secret. 

7.00 Jamie’s Night Before 
Christmas Jamie Oliver 
presents last-minute tips to 
help people improve their 
festive dishes, having 
surveyed thousands of 
Brits to find out what they 
fear most about cooking at 
Christmas. 

8.00 My Crazy Christmas 
Lights The phenomenon 
of competitive Christmas 
displays, where a passion 
for festive lights hps seen 
neighbours trying to outdo 
each other for the most 
elaborate design. 

9.00 8 Out of locf Cats 
Christmas Special 

Jimmy Carr hosts another 
festive edition of the show, 
with some of the nation’s 
top comedy stars joining 
team captains Sean Lock 
and Jon Richardson. 
10.00 Rude Tube Christmas 
Cracker Alex Zane 
presents 50 festive internet 
clips that have proved 
popular around the world, 
including a turkey with a 
boob job and an inventive 
Christmas tree decoration- 
remover. 

11.00 Gogglebox Capturing 
the households’ instant 
reactions to what they are 
watching on TV from the 
comfort of their own sofas. 

(R) 

12.00 The Inbetweeners (R) 12.35 
The Inbetweeners (R) 1.05 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 1.30 The 
Inbetweeners (R) 2.00 Man Down 
Christmas Special (R) 2.30 Man 
Down (R) 2.55 Man Down (R) 3.25 
Embarrassing Bodies (R) 4.20 
Benchmark 5.10 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures (R) 5.30 
Famous Fred (R) 





Festive cheer in Christmas 
Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud, on at 7.00pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.30 The Real 
Face of Santa Claus Documentary 
piecing together historical clues 
about St Nicholas, an early Christian 
bishop who lived in Turkey, while 
forensic experts build a 
reconstruction of his likeness. 
10.30 FILM: Gone with the Wind 
(1939) A plantation heiress has a 
tumultuous relationship with a 
roguish Southern gentleman during 
the American Cjfil War. Epic 
romantic drama, starring Vivien 
Leigh and Clark Gable. ★★★★ 2.45 
FILM: The Dam Busters (1954) An 
engineer dJfignjFan ingenious 
bouncing bomb to destroy major 
dams in Germany’s industrial 
heartland. Fact-based Second 
World War drama, with Michael 
Redgrave, (b/w) ★★★★ 


0 inDesn 


5.15 5 News 
5.20 Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol 
(1951) (b/w) Starring 
Alastair Sim. ★★★★ 

7.00 Christmas Makes You 
Laugh Out Loud lain Lee 
presents Christmas- 
themed videos that have 
taken the internet by storm 
in a seasonal special 
showcasing hilarious 
online clips with a festive 
twist; 5 News Update 

7.55 Frank Sinatra & Gene 
Kelly: 01’ Blues Eyes Is 
Back A TV special from 
1973 in which Frank Sinatra 
performs a selection of 
classic songs and is joined 
for a couple of numbers by 
Anchors Aweigh co-star 
Gene Kelly. 

8.25 Happy Holidays with 
Frank Sinatra and Bing 
Crosby The veteran 
crooners’ festive special 
from 1957, with songs 
including Away in a 
Manger, The Christmas 
Song, Santa Claus Is 
Coming to Town and White 
Christmas; 5 News Update 

8.55 The Morecambe and 
Wise Christmas Show 
Festive special from 1981, 
in which the duo perform 
vintage sketches and act 
as a backing group for 
Alvin Stardust. Featuring 
guest appearances by 
Ralph Richardson and 
Robert Hardy. (R) 

10.00 Christmas with the 
Double Acts An hour of 
side-splitting fun with some 
of the greatest double acts 
to have graced the small 
screen, proving that when 
it comes to comedy, two 
are often better than one. 
11.00 Morecambe & Wise 
Live! 1973 The duo’s 
performance at the 
Ashcroft Theatre in 
Croydon’s Fairfield Halls in 
October 1973, which was 
the only one of their stage 
shows captured on film. (R) 
12.30 FILM: Scrooge - A 
Christmas Carol (1951) (b/w) 
★★★★ 2.15 SuperCasino 4.00 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge (R) 

4.25 Divine Designs (R) 4.45 
House Doctor (R) 5.10 House 
Doctor (R) 5.35 House Doctor (R) 
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LARGE 7KG LOAD, 1400 
SPIN SPEEO WASHING 
MACHINE 

TIMER SAVER FEATURE 
Was £259.95. SAVE DO 
FREE 2YR GUARANTEE 

£ 229.95 


i 


LARGE 7KG LOAD 
VENTEO TUMBLE 
DRYER WITH MANUAL 
TIMER CONTROL 
Was £159.95, SAVE £10 


£ 149.95 


BOSCH FULLSIZE 

- - j ] FREESTANDING 

— DISHWASHER WITH 13 

PLACE SETTING 
Was £279.95, SAVE £50 
FREE 2YR GUARANTEE 

- £ 229.95 



SOCM WIDE 
FREESTANDING 
LARDER WITH DOOR 
STORAGE 

Was £149.95. SAVE £30 
LIMITED STOCKS 

£ 119.95 


Panasonic 

ddMiht If* 


SMART 32INCH LED 
TELEVISION WITH 
FULL loeop SCREEN 
Was £329.95 SAVE £30 

j FREE 5 YEAR 



CALL 01384 395852 

7 HIGH STREET AMBLECOTE 
WEST MIDLANDS DY84DE 
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Goodwyns Furniture 

JMJ ffiMBJSJUWJEnnUL 




Made to Measure 
Sofas, Chairs and Suites 
BED JOToJ 
DEPARTMENT © 

Oid and Item.... 
*l/eny “Wfevtcf 


MASSIVE 
WINTER SALE 
NOW ON ... 


SHOWROOM MODELS, 
MADE TO MEASURE 
ANY SIZE, FABRIC 
OPEN 

Sunday 27th 11.00am-3.00pm 
Monday 28th 11.00am-3.00pm 



THE TALBOT HOTEL 

STOURBRIDGE 



BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR 
NYE PARTY WITH DISCO £I2.95PP 
including Hot and Cold Buffet and a 
Glass of Champagne At Midnight 

Wacsmiimt/L 


it© I 

The Talbot Hotel 
High Street, Stourbridge,West Midlands DY8 ID W 
Tel: 01384 394350 F: 01384 371318 
E: info@thetalbot-hotel.co.uk 
www.thetalbot-hotel.co.uk 


Making your dreamZzz g 
come true. 

r int 


mi I 


VAARTVN 

\l >EP? 


We are a family run business with over 

[ 40 years experience in fitted kitchens and bedrooms ] 
We pride ourselves on quality and providing 
excellent customer service. 

We are open 7 days a week - 
JVIonday-Saturday 8am-5pm & Sunday 10am-2pm^ 


Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate, 
Talbots Lane, Brierley Hill DY5 2YX 
www.martyn4newideas.co.uk 
01384 482662 


For The Best 
Bookings In 



BRIC-A-BRAC 

FAIR 

Sunday 27th December 

KINVER COMMUNITY CENTRE 
DY7 6ER 
10.30am - 4pm 

Tel: 01384 894464 



BBC 1 

■ 

BBC 2 

■ 

1 

ITV 

■ 

Ch4 

■ 

Ch5 



Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 2015, 
on at 6.15pm 

6.00 Breakfast Headlines and 
business news. 9.00 Shrek the 
Halls (R) 9.20 Clangers 9.35 
Danger Mouse: The Snowman 
Cometh 10.00 Christmas Day 
Service Live from Bath Abbey A 
service led by the Rev Edward 
Mason and the Rev Claire Robson. 
11.00 FILM: The Santa Clause 3: 
The Escape Clause (2006) 
Christmas fantasy comedy sequel, 
starring Tim Allen. ★★★ 12.25 
FILM: Madagascar 3: Europe’s 
Most Wanted (2012) Animated 
comedy, with the voices of Ben 
Stiller and Chris Rock. ★★★ 1.50 
BBC News; Weather. 2.00 Top of 
the Pops Christmas Featuring 
performances by Little Mix, 
Coldplay, Jess CM3#and Ellie 
Goulding. M&Mt 


: 


mi 


3.00 The Queen’s 

Christmas Broadcast 
2015 

3.10 Brave (2012) 

Premiere. Animated 
fantasy, with the voice of 
Kelly Macdonald. ★★★ 

4.3S BBC News; Weather. 

4.45 Stick Man 

5.15 Doctor Who 

6.15 Strictly Come Dancing 
Christmas Special 
2015 Six previous 
contestants compete for 
the Silver Star trophy. 

7.30 Call the Midwife As 
Poplar readies itself for 
Christmas 1960, a visit 
from a BBC film crew 
promises to make it a 
festive holiday to 
remember. However, it’s a 
difficult time for grieving 
mother Iris. 

8.45 EastEnders Ian’s hopes 
of a perfect Christmas fall 
apart when the Beales and 
Mitchells end up arguing, 
Stacey receives an 
unexpected visitor and 
Dean surprises Roxy with 
an engagement ring. 

9.45 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Christmas Special The 
doting mother’s wish to 
have a safe and peaceful 
Christmas at home is 
frustrated at every turn. The 
first of two festive 
instalments, written by and 
starring Brendan O’Carroll. 

10.25 Michael McIntyre’s Big 
Christmas Show From 
the Theatre Royal in Drury 
Lane, London, the host 
welcomes performers 
including Dara 0 Briain, 
Dame Edna Everage, Paul 
Zerdin, Ellie Goulding and 
Tom Jones to the stage. 

11.25 BBC News; Weather. 

11.40 Love Came Down at 

Christmas At St Alban’s 
Church in Bristol, the 
Exultate Singers perform 
David Ogden’s new choral 
setting of the Christina 
Rossetti poem, and actor 
Alex Jennings reads from 
the Gospel of John; 
National Lottery Update 

11.45 Comedy Bloopers 

12.15 Not Going Out (R) 1.00 

FILM: Surviving Christmas (2004) 

★ 2.25 Weather for the Week 

Ahead 2.30 BBC News 



Taking a personal 
Journey, Darcey’s Ballet 
Heroes, on at 8.50pm 

6.00 FILM: The Road to El Dorado 
(2000) Animated adventure, with 
the voices of Kenneth Branagh and 
Kevin Kline. ★★★ 7.20 Galapagos 
- Islands of Change: Natural 
World (R) 8.20 FILM: Herbie Rides 
Again (1974) Disney comedy 
sequel, starring Helen Hayes. ★★★ 
9.45 FILM: The Cat in the Hat 
(2003) Comedy fantasy, starring 
Mike Myers. ★★ 11.00 Carols from 
King’s (R) 12.15 Climbed Every 
Mountain - The Story Behind The 
Sound of Music The true story 
behind the real Von Trapp family, 
with Sue Perkins. (R) 1.15 The 
Good Life Tom ponders the future. 
(R) 1.45 FILM: Frankenweenie 
(2012) Premiere. Animated fantasy, 
with the voice of Charlie Tahan. 
(b/w) 


3.05 Tim Rice - A Life in 
Song (R) 

4.35 Romeo & Juliet 

(2013) With Douglas 
Booth. ★★ 

6.20 Sign Zone: The 
Queen’s Christmas 
Broadcast 2015 (R) 

6.30 World’s Sneakiest 
Animals 

7.30 Dad’s Army Pompous 
Captain Mainwaring 
proves he is a softie at heart 
by organising a Christmas 
treat for the struggling 
senior citizens of 
Walmington-on-Sea. (R) 

8.00 The Two Ronnies: 
Christmas Show Ronnie 
Barker and Ronnie Corbett 
in a special Christmas 
show of sketches, jokes 
and songs, with guests 
Peter Wyngarde and 
Patrick Troughton. BJui 
music by Elaine Page. (R) 

8.50 Darcey’s Ballet Hen 
Former ballet d: 
turned-Strictly Corfre 
Dancing judge Darcey 
Bussell undertakes a very 
personal journey to meet 
the heroes and dancers 
who transformed male 
ballet. 

9.50 Ql Stephen Fry conjures 
up some seasonal 
merriment with Jenny 
Eclair, Johnny Vegas and 
Bill Bailey supplementing 
the efforts of regular 
panellist Alan Davies. 

10.20We’re Doomed!: The 
Dad’s Army Story 
Comedy drama about how 
Jimmy Perry and David 
Croft overcame BBC 
management scepticism 
and focus groups to get the 
sitcom Dad’s Army on air. 
Starring Paul Ritter and 
Richard Dormer, ft 

11.20 Gambit (2012) A put- 
upon art expert plans 
revenge on a millionaire 
by tricking him into 
buying a fake Monet 
painting. Comedy 
remake, starring Colin 
Firth, Cameron Diaz 
and Alan Rickman. ★★ 

12.40 FILM: The Trouble with 

Harry (1955) Hitchcock’s black 

comedy, with Edmund Gwenn, 

John Forsyth and Shirley MacLaine. 

★★★★ 2.20 This Is BBC Two 



Peter Wilkinson features, 
Cameraman to the 
Queen, on at 3.10pm 

6.00 CITV: Dino Dan. (R) 6.10 Dino 
Dan (R) 6.25 Sooty (R) 6.40 Sooty 
(R) 6.50 Oddbods (R) 7.00 Dino 
Dan (R) 7.15 Horrid Henry (R) 7.30 
Horrid Henry (R) 7.45 Christmas: 
Chowder Chowder worries he will 
not get the gift that he wants. (R) 
8.10 Almost Naked Animals (R) 
8.25 Weekend at Christmas With 
Laura Fraser, James Morrison and 
Leona Lewis. 9.25 FILM: Santa 
Claus: The Movie (1985) Family 
fantasy adventure, starring Dudley 
Moore. ★★ 11.30 FILM: Happy 
Feet (2006) Animated adventure, 
with the voices of Elijah Wood and 
Robin Williams. ★★★ 1.35 Text 
Santa: One More Time Choice 
moments from the recent TV chatl^ 
appeal. 2.451 TV Lunchtime News; 
Weather. 


3.00 The Queen Her Majesty^s 
annual address. 

3.10 Cameraman to the 
Queen Royal cameraman 
Peter Wilkinson follows the 
queen over the course of 
one year. 

4.10 Countrywise Winter 
Wonderland Exploring 
what makes this time of 
year special for Britain’s 
countryside. 

5.00 Paul O’Grady: For the 
Love of Dogs at 
Christmas The 

broadcaster spreads 
festive cheer at Battersea 
Dogs & Cats Home in 
London. 

6.00 ITV Evening News; 

Weather. 

6.15 You’ve Been Framed! 
With Bells On 

Camcorder clips with a 
festive theme, including a 
pensioner throwing 
fireworks at carol singers, a 
Christmas fairy going up in 
flames, and a smartphone 
found inside a turkey. 

6.45 Emmerdale Pollard 
finally leaves the house, 
and has an experience that 
forces him to confront his 
past, present and future. 
Coronation Street’s Liz 
Dawn (Vera Duckworth) 
guest stars. 

7.45 Coronation Street 

Robert is about to propose 
to Tracy, but first he asks 
her a question that leaves 
her reeling. Meanwhile, 
Sinead is thrilled when she 
gets an engagement ring of 
her own. 

8.45 Downton Abbey - The 
Finale Mary endeavours 
to build bridges, but Edith’s 
secret continues to pose a 
threat as Julian Fell owes 
bids farewell to the 
Crawleys with one last 
festive special. 

10.45 Our Cilia A celebration of 
Cilia Black by the people 
who knew her best, 
including famous faces 
such as Ringo Starr, Cliff 
Richard, Christopher 
Biggins and Paul O’Grady. 

11.45 ITV News; Weather. 

12.00 FILM: Dr No (1962) ★★★★ 

1.50 Murder, She Wrote (R) 2.45 

The Jeremy Kyle Show USA (R) 

3.25 ITV Nightscreen 



Children share their 
views, Gogglesprogs, on 
at 8.00pm 

6.45 Prep & Landing (R) 7.05 Prep 
& Landing: Naughty v Nice (R) 
7.30 The Bear (R) 8.00 FILM: A 
Turtle’s Tale: Sammy’s Adventures 
(2010) ★★★ 9.40 The Simpsons 
(R) 10.10 The Simpsons (R) 10.40 
The Simpsons (R) 11.15 Ice Age: 
A Mammoth Christmas (R) 11.40 
Toy Story Toons 12.10 Father 
Christmas Seasonal animation 
based on Raymond Briggs’ book. 
(R) 12.40 The Snowman Animated 
adventure, based on Raymond 
Briggs’ festive tale. (R) 1.15 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog 
Animated sequel to classic festive 
tale The Snowman. (R) 1.45 FILM: 
The Muppet Christmas Carol 
(1992) Comedy, with Michael Caine 
and Steven Mackintosh alongside 
the puppet characters. ★★★ 



Sinatra 100: An All-Star 
Grammy Concert, on at 
11.05pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.50 Andre Rieu’s 
Christmas Spectacular A seasonal 
concert by the Dutch violinist and 
his Johann Strauss Orchestra, 
featuring performances of 0 Come 
All Ye Faithful, Silent Night, Jingle 
Bells and White Christmas. (R) 
10.50 FILM: Scrooge (1970) A 
miserly man is taught the error of his 
ways by a host of spectral visitors. 
Musical adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol, starring 
Albert Finney and Alec Guinness. 
★★★ 1.05 FILM: Seven Brides for 
Seven Brothers (1954) A cowboy 
decides to get married, prompting 
his six hellraising brothers to kidnap 
brides for themselves. Stanley 
Donen’s musical Western, starring 
Howard Keel and Jane Powell. 
★★★★ 


3.25 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

3.35 Alternative Christmas 
Message Channel 4’s 
alternative to the Queen’s 
Christmas Day broadcast. 

3.45 Scrooged (1988) 
Christmas comedy, 
starring Bill Murray. 
★★★ 

5.45 Home Alone 2: Lost 
in New York (1992) 

Comedy sequel, 
starring Macaulay 
Culkin. ★★★ 

8.00 Gogglesprogs The 

nation’s children share 
their opinions on the best 
and worst of 2015’s TV, 
from the cakes on The 
Great British Bake off, to 
big news stories like the 
general election. 

9.00 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The 

host is joined by Catherine 
Tate’s Nan, Keith Lemon, 
Lorraine Kelly, Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes. Plus, 
music by Little Mix and One 
Direction. Last in the series. 
11.008 Out of 10 Cats 
Christmas Special A 
number of familiar faces 
join host Jimmy Carr and 
team captains Sean Lock 
and Jon Richardson as 
they cast their eyes over 
some of the more 
memorable stories of 2015. 
12.05 Very British Problems at 
Christmas A one-off return for the 
show. This time famous faces, 
including David Tennant, James 
Corden, Romesh Ranganathan, 
Catherine Tate and Danny Dyer, 
grumble about the festive season. 
(R) 1.05 FILM: Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off (1986) A cocky teenager plays 
truant from school and spends the 
day dragging his friends into all 
manner of adventures in the big city. 
Comedy, starring Matthew 
Broderick and Mia Sara. ★★★★ 
2.50 Friday Night Dinner Jidam 
finally brings a girl home for dinner. 
(R) 3.15 Gadget Man Richard 
Ayoade takes on the worst ofcthe 
British weather. (R) 3.40 Gadget 
Man Richard Ayoade turns his 
attention to public transport. (R) 
4.10 Benchmark Game show, 
hosted by Paddy McGuinness. 4.55 
Grand Designs Australia (R) 5.50 
How I Met Your Mother (R) 



3.10 The Wizard of Oz 
(1939) Musical fantasy, 
starring Judy Garland. 
★★★★ 

5.10 Michael Buble’s 
Christmas 2015 Festive 
special, with guest 
appearances by Celine 
Dion, Tori Kelly and Sharon 
Jones. (R) 

.05 Britain’s Favourite 
Christmas Songs A 
countdown of songs 
guaranteed to make any 
Christmas party go with a 
swing, including classics 
by the Jackson 5, Jona 
Lewie, Band Aid, the 
Pogues and Kirsty MacColl, 
and Slade. (R) 

8.50 Chas & Dave’s Xmas 
Knees Up! Festive 
entertainment from 1982, 
with guests including Eric 
Clapton, Jimmy Cricket, 
Jim Davidson, Albert Lee 
and Lennie Peters joining 
the Cockney duo. (R) 
9.40 Britain’s Favourite 
Abba Songs A 
countdown of the Swedish 
pop group’s 20 most 
popular songs, with 
celebrity fans including 
Jane McDonald and Liz 
McClarnon introducing 
their favourite clips. (R) 
11.05Sinatra 100: An All- 
Star Grammy Concert 
Celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the singer’s 
birth, featuring 

performances of some of 
his best-known songs by 
Tony Bennett, Garth 
Brooks, Usher and Alicia 
Keys. 

1.25 Abba: Live in Concert The 

Swedish band in |§§i%§it during 
theirsix-night residence at London’s 
Wembley Arena in November 1979, 
featuring hits including Voulez- 
Vous, Dancing Queen and 
Waterloo. (R) 2.35 SuperCasino 
Viewers get the chance to take part 
in live interactive gaming, with a mix 
of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 4.00 
Christmas with Britain’s Biggest 
Family The problems posed by the 
festive season to large families. (R) 
4.45 House Doctor Aflat in Kensal 
Green, west London. (R) 5.10 
House Doctor A property in 
Spennymoor, Co Durham. (R) 5.35 
House Doctor (R) 


























































BBC 1 ■ BBC 2 



ITV 


Ch4 


Ch5 


David Jason stars, Still 
Open All Hours, on at 
8.00pm 

6.00 Breakfast A round-up of 
national and international news, 
plus sports reports, weather 
forecasts andartsandentertainment 
features. Including NewsWatch at 
7.45. 10.00 Christmas Saturday 
Kitchen With Christopher Biggins, 
Eric Chavot, Pascal Aussignac and 
Nadiy^Pmiifain. 11.30 James 
Martin - Home Comforts at 
Christmas Transforming leftovers 
into simple dishes. (R) 12.15 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.25 Football 
Focus Dan Walker reviews the 
week’s action. 1.00 Comic Relief 
2015: Thanks a Billion! Lenny 
Henry revisits comedy highlights 
from this year’s charity event. 2.00 
Wallace & Gromit: A Grand Day 
Out (R) 2.25 A Grand Night In: The 
Story of Aardmar 


3.25 

4.45 

6.10 

6.40 

6.50 

7.00 


7.30 


8.00 


8.30 


m 

Puss in Boots 
( 2011 ) ★★★ 

The Croods (2013) 

★★★ 

Shaun the Sheep: The 
Farmer’s Llamas 
BBC News 

Midlands Today; 
Weather 

Dickensian New series. 
Period drama re-imagining 
the works of Charles 
Dickens as inter-connected 
tales, beginning as ruthless 
debt collector Jacob 
Marley makes himself an 
enemy. 

EastEnders Kat tells 
Martin that Alfie is still in 
Spain - unaware he is not 
far behind her - and Dean 
is angry with Shirley after 
she ruins his plans for 
Christmas dinner. 

Still Open All Hours 
Granville and Gastric try to 
get Madge into the festive 
spirit by organising a cosy 
drinks party, while a 
bargain Christmas tree 
causes problems. 
Dickensian Christmas 
Day arrives and Inspector 
Bucket begins his 
investigation into Jacob 
Marley’s murder, 

Satis House, o 
Havisham’s myste 
rescuer makes another 
appearance. 

And Then There Were 
None New series. Ten 
strangers are stranded on 
a remote island, and learn 
there may be a killer in their 
midst. Period mystery, 
starring Anna Maxwell 
Martin. Continues 
tomorrow. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 
10.20 The National Lottery 
Live Ore Oduba with the 
all-important Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

10.30 Match of the Day Gary 
Lineker presents highlights 
of the full programme of 
Premier League games, 
including Chelsea v 
Watford, Manchester City v 
Sunderland and Stoke City 
v Manchester United; 
National Lottery Update 
12.05 FILM: The Guardian (2006) 
★★★ 2.15 Weather for the Week 
Ahead 2.20 BBC News 


9.00 



Russell Howard stars, A 
Gert Lush Christmas, on 
at 9.00pm 

6.00 Race to Super Bowl 50 Action 
from the week 15 fixtures. (R) 6.50 
Flog It! Making a profit at auction. 

7.35 FILM: Tom Thumb (1958) A 
miniature boy foils the schemes of a 
pair of crooks and helps a kind 
musician find true love. Children’s 
musical fantasy, starring Russ 
Tamblyn, Terry-Thomas and Peter 
Sellers. ★★★ 9.05 FILM: Hotel for 
Dogs (2009) Family comedy, 
starring Emma Roberts. ★★★ 

10.35 Ten Pieces II The BBC 
Philharmonic Orchestra and guests 
perform recitals of 10 classical 
works. 11.35 FILM: G-Force (2009) 
Children’s adventure, starring Bill 
Nighy. ★★ 1.00 Attenborough’s 
Big Birds: Natural World (R) 2.00 
Attenborough’s Paradise Birds 
(R) 




3.00 Bedtime Stories 
(2008) Fantasy 
comedy, starring Adam 
Sandler. ★★★ 

4.30 Final Score A round-up 
of this afternoon’s football 

30 Don’t Panic! The Dad’s 
Army Story (R) 

6.20 We’re Doomed!: The 
Dad’s Army Story (R) 

7.20 Dad’s Army Frazer is 
unable to hide his delight 
when Captain Mainwaring’s 
disreputable brother 
gatecrashes a sherry party 
for local dignitaries. Classic 
comedy, starring Arthur 
Lowe. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear: From A to Z 

John Bishop narrates the 
first of two programmes 
celebrating the highlights 
of the Jeremy Clarkson, 
James May and RicljadJ 
Hammond era, via an 
alphabetical list. 

9.00 A Gert Lush Christmas 

Comedian RusleK ‘ 
Howard’s debut comedy 
drama. Dan Colman is 
about to introduce the 
woman of his dreams to his 
crazy but adorable family at 
Christmas, but it may not 
goto plan. 

10.00 Abz on the Christmas 
Farm Abz Love and his 
girlfriend Vicky Fallon 
spend Christmas reflecting 
on the successes and 
failures of their year running 
a smallholder farm in 
Wales. 

10.30 Backchat End of Year 
Show 2015 Jack 
Whitehall and his father 
Michael review the past 12 
months, picking apart 
some of the highs and lows 
of 2015 in an end-of-year 
special. 

11.15 Kinky Boots (2005) 

A man inherits a 
struggling shoe factory 
and finds salvation for 
his business in a drag 
artist’s need for custom 
footwear. Comedy 
drama, starring 
Chiwetel Ejiofor and 
Joel Edgerton. ★★★ 

1.00 FILM: Marnie (1964) ★★★ 

3.05 Sign Zone: Imagine - The 

Ecstasy of Wilko Johnson (R) 4.40 

This Is BBC Two 




Holly Willoughby 
presents, Surprise 
Surprise on at 7.00pm 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. (R) 6.25 Pat & Stan (R) 

6.30 Pat & Stan (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures (R) 6.50 Dino 
Dan (R) 7.0Q Signed Stories: 
Share a Story (R) 7.05 Oddbods 
(R) 7.10 Sooty (R) 7.25 Super 4 (R) 

7.40 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series (R) 7.50 Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series (R) 8.00 The 
Aquabats! Super Show! (R) 8.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go 9.00 The 
Tom & Jerry Show (R) 9.15 The 
Tom & Jerry Show (R) 9.25 Elf: 
Buddy’s Musical Christmas (R) 

10.25 You’ve Been Framed! (R) 
10.55 FILM: Back to the Future 
Part III (1990) ★★★1.05 ITV News 
and Weather 1.20 FILM: Jurassic 
Park (1993) Action adven 
starring Sam Neill. ★★★★ 


George Clooney stars, 
Fantastic Mr Fox, on at 
11.25am 

6.15 FILM: Ramona and Beezus 
(2010) Family comedy, starring 
Joey King. ★★★ 8.00 The Morning 
Line Nick Luck and guests are at 
Kempton Park to preview today’s 
races. 9.00 The Big Bang Theory 
Leonard fails to get Sheldon into the 
Christmas mood. (R) 9.30 The Big 
Bang Theory The gang reflects on 
how Sheldon has changed their 
lives. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory (R) 10.25 The Simpsons 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons (R) 11.25 
FILM: Fantastic Mr Fox (2009) A 
fox gives up stealing chickens in 
favour of family life, but a new 
challenge is too tempting. Stop- 
motion animated adventure, with 
the voices of George Clooney and 
leryl Streep. ★★★ 1.10 Channel 4 
acing 


3.40 Midsomer Murders A 

man’s apparent suicide 
shocks the village of 
Morton Fendle - but things 
take a sinister turn when 
Barnaby and Jones 
discover the victim was not 
alone when he died. (R) 

5.40 ITV News and Weather 
6.00 The Nation’s Favourite 

Disney Song 

7.00 Surprise Surprise Holly 
Willoughby delivers 
Christmas presents to 
members of the public, 
including an injured soldier 
preparing to row across the 
Atlantic and a young heart 
transplant survivor. 

8.00 Peter & Wendy Lucy 
Rose, a 12-year-old girl 
with a serious heart 
condition, is admitted to St 
Ormond Street Hospital to 
await treatment. On the 
night before her operation, 
Lucy reads JM Barrie’s tale 
of Peter Pan to her fellow 
patients, and as she 
eventually drifts off to 
sleep, her dreaming mind 
conjures up the magical 
world of Neverland. 

10.05 The Jonathan Ross 
Show Christmas 
Special The host presents 
a Boxing Day special in 
which he dispenses with 
his no-holds-barred 
questions, and instead 
invites guests to take part 
in light-hearted games. 
11.10 ITV News Including 
Regional News and ITV 
Weather; Weather. 

11.25 From Russia with 
Love (1963) James 
Bond is assigned to 
steal a top-secret Soviet 
decoding machine-but 
the mission is a trap set 
by crime syndicate 
Spectre. Spy thriller, 
with Sean Connery and 
Robert Shaw. ★★★ 

1.25 Jackpot247 Viewers get the 
chance to participate in live 
interactive gaming from the comfort 
of their sofas, with a mix of roulette- 
wheel spins and lively chat from the 
presenting team. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote Cabot Cove becomes the 
scene of deadly competition when 
an eccentric recluse dies, and 
Jessica is given the dubious honour 
of executing the woman’s will. (R) 




3.30 Home Alone 3 
(1997) Comedy 
sequel, starring Alex D 
Linz. ★★★ 

5.25 Channel 4 News 

Including sport and 
weather. 

5.35 The Secret Life of 
Children at Chrisl 

The children are reunite* 
perform their own nativit 
play. (R) 

6.30 Britain’s Favourite 
Children’s Books with 
David Walliams The 

comedy actor counts down 
through a list of the nation’s 
most beloved children’s 
books, while other celebrity 
fans read extracts from the 
selected tales. 

8.00 Inside Lego at 
Christmas Cameras 
return to the Lego factory 
ahead of Christmas to 
discover how staff prepare 
for the festive season, 
which accounts for more 
than half of the firm’s 
annual sales. 

9.00 The Big Fat Quiz of the 
Year 2015 Rob Brydon, 
Sue Perkip^i^David 
Mitchell, Claudia 
Winkleman, Greg Davies 
and Jo Brand reveal 
whether they have their 
fingers on the pulse of 
modern life in the annual 
quiz. 

11.05 Rude Tube Christmas 
Cracker Alex Zane 
presents 50 festive internet 
clips that have proved 
popular around the world, 
including a turkey with a 
boob job and an inventive 
Christmas tree decoration- 
remover. (R) 

12.10 Alan Carr: Chatty Man 
Christmas Special The host is joined 
by Catherine Tate’s Nan, Keith 
Lemon, Lorraine Kelly, Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes. Plus, music by 
Little Mix and One Direction. Last in 
the series. (R) 2.05 Rude Tube Alex 
Zane counts down the Top 50 online 
videos devoted to love and marriage. 
3.00 Hollyoaks Omnibus. Ziggy and 
Celine find Ste sleeping otiftfdS after 
another binge and rush him to 
hospital, while Reenie receives a 
invitation to Derek’s will reading. (R) 

5.10 Location, Location, Location 
Two families who were selling up to 
fund a business. (R) 



Festive cheer, Christmas 
Makes You Laugh Out 
Loud, on at 7.05pm 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.1 OTheSaturday 
Show Matt Barbet and Gaby Roslin 
present the topical show with three 
celebrity guests, who discuss the 
week’s headlines, as well as viral 
videos and the latest TV and film 
releases. 11.10 The Dog Rescuers 
at Christmas with Alan Davies Ql 
regular and comedian Alan Davies 
throws a party for some of the stars 
of the series, and award-winning 
RSPCA officer Derek Hampson 
hands out presents to rescue dogs 
across England and Wales. (R) 

12.10 The Secret Life of Marilyn 
Monroe Biojro exploring how the 
actress and sex symbol managed 
to hide her most intimate secrets 
from the press, even at the height of 
her fame. Starring Kelli Garner and 
Susan Sarandon. 


3.15 Diana (2013) 

Premiere. Fact-based 
drama, starring Naomi 
Watts and Naveen 
Andrews. ★ 

5.05 One Chance (2013) 

Premiere. Fact-based 
comedy drama, starring 
James Corden. ★★★ 

.05 Christmas Makes You 
Laugh Out Loud lain Lee 
presents Christmas- 
themed videos that have 
taken the internet by storm 
in a seasonal special 
showcasing hilarious 
online clips with a festive 
twist. (R) 

8.05 Chas & Dave’s Xmas 
Knees Up! Festive 
entertainment from 1982, 
which sees the Cockney 
duo joined by celebrity 
guests Eric Clapton, Jimmy 
Cricket, Jim Davidson, 
Albert Lee and Lennie 
Peters. (R) 

9.00 Football League 
Tonight: Boxing Day 
Special Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present 
extended highlights of the 
packed Boxing Day fixture 
list, including Hull City v 
Burnley and Derby County 
v Fulham in the 
Championship. 

10.30Most Shocking 
Christmas TV 
Moments A merry romp 
through the most 
inappropriate, outrageous 
and appallingly atrocious 
Christmas television 
turkeys of all time, featuring 
contributions from some of 
those involved. 

12.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away! Christmas Special The 

world of debt collection during the 
festive period. (R) 1.25 

SuperCasino Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Kids’ Hospital at 
Christmas: Revisited Catching up 
with the six children who featured in 
the series. (R) 4.00 Chris Tarrant 
on the Polar Express Chris 
embarks on a 2,000-mile railway trip 
from Moscow to Arctic Siberia. (R) 
4.50 Make It Big The raffle money 
goes missing. (R) 5.15 Make It Big 
First episode of % reality show 
following 12 young entrepreneurs. 
(R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm (R) 5.50 
Angels of Jarm BiS i& jealous of 
Jess’s new coat. (Rf 


KO ^iq 
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Kingswinford Centre DY6 9JL 
01384 271812 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 - 5.00 
Castle Street Dudley DY11LA 
01384 234620 Open Mon-Sat 9.00 - 5.00 
Salop Street Wolverhampton Centre 
WV30RX 01902 429060 
Macrome Road Claregate WV6 9HD 
01902 752764 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.357 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

X 

2 

U 

3 

A 

K 

5 

H 

6 z 

7 

F 

8 

Y 

P 

10 

R 

11 

C 

12 

W 

13 

D 

14 

J 

15 

T 

16 

1 

17 

B 

18 

Q 

19 

V 

20 

E 

21 

L 

22 

N 

23 

G 

24 

o 

25 

M 

26 

s 


1 

N 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 

Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

Down 

7. Jovial fellow right 

1. Pardon graduate 

for cutting (5) 

getting up to answer 

8. Ashamed - got rid 

(10) 

of a graduate (7) 

2. Vehicles containing 

9. Practised player 

500 pieces for game 
(5) 

3. Gamble on article 

gets well-used set 

of cards (3,4) 

from the Greek 

10. The chosen 

alphabet (4) 

beginning of a 

4. Irritate mother 

power source (5) 

animal going up to 

12. Give way and 

lair (6) 

tolerate a team 

5. Game played at HQ 

(5,5) 

dance (8) 

15. It’s unlikely that one 

6. 1 re-echo such a 
greeting (7) 

politician can wear 

11. Be comforted in that 

a gown (10) 

place twice (5,5) 

18. There will be some 

13. A large number 

on the staff, of 

of old-fashioned 

course (5) 

pronouns also (8) 

19. Dissipated sea- 

14. Picked out rashly, 

creature joins the 

so to speak? (7) 


air force (7) 

21. Grimly holding the 
back end of the 
ship? (7) 

22. It’s more pleasant 
right by French 
resort (5) 


16. Dresses youth 
leader in tapestry 
( 6 ) 

17. Black, sticky stuff 
suitable for playing 
games on (5) 

20. An excellent 
punishment (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Drive (5) 

8. Egg white (7) 

9. Food (7) 

10. Drift (5) 

12. Belligerent (10) 

15. Generous (4-6) 

18. Shade (5) 

19. Nomad (7) 

21. Yield (7) 

22. Reject scornfully (5) 


Down 

1. Uneasiness (10) 

2. Foam (5) 

3. Too (4) 

4. Transmit (4,2) 

5. Impediment (8) 

6. Sovereign (7) 

11. Dissatisfaction (10) 

13. Ignored (8) 

14. Signification (7) 

16. Figure (6) 

17. Compass (5) 

20. Pant (4) 




2 


4 


9 


3 



6 

1 




4 


9 





5 



6 


6 




7 


9 


3 




1 




2 


8 

9 

2 


3 


7 


8 



3 





9 


7 




1 

8 

6 


6 




5 


2 


7 



Who was the Leader of the House of 
Commons from 1976-9? 

In which country is the Athos 
peninsula? 

Who was the companion of Don 
Quixote? 

In which two months are the Dog-days? 
5. To which crop is the Colorado Beetle a 
serious pest? 


2 . 


4. 


6. What is the gnu also known as? 

7. Of what family is the Guinea-Pig a 
member? 

8. How many gallons did a kilderkin once 
represent? 

9. Which is the brightest of the planets? 

10. In which country is Innsbruck? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Exodus; 2 The Tempest; 3 1965; 4 
Klaus Barbie; 5 25; 6 June 6th; 

7 Jane Austen; 8 Canada; 9 Czech; 

10 Painting. 

Niner: SECTIONAL 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

456298 gives a dance, 

1534 gives a movie, 

4785699 gives a performance. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Enable; 8 Matter; 10 Out¬ 
side; 11 Avoid; 12 None; 13 Stole; 17 David; 18 
Vote; 22 Least; 23 Outpost; 24 Strife; 25 Cutler. 
Down: 1 Resound; 2 Casting 3 Plain; 4 Capable; 
5 Stood; 6 Bride; 9 Test pilot; 14 Mastiff; 15 
Monocle; 16 Letters; 19 Class; 20 Harry; 21 
Stout. QUICK - Across: 7 Return; 8 Quiver; 10 
Diction; 11 Forge; 12 Club; 13 Grain; 17 Slide; 

18 Gain; 22 Maxim; 23 Explain; 24 Clergy; 25 
Joyous. Down: 1 Produce; 2 Stuck-up; 3 Krait; 4 
Surfeit; 5 Avert; 6 Greed; 9 Unbridled; 14 Plum¬ 
age; 15 Paragon; 16 Oneness; 19 Smack; 20 
Expel; 21 Spool. 



WhyWoodrobes? 


Traditional or modern style, 
classical or contemporary, 
we have a bedroom for you 


Quality 


We manufacture our own 
frtted furniture and sliders 
to maintain quality control 


Choice 

Our range of styles and 
finishes leaves you spoiled for 
choice 


Service 

From initial consultation to 
final fitting we are with you 
every step of the way 

Expertise 

Over 30 years of experience 
in fitting bespoke bedrooms 
of the highest quality 


Established 1980 


1 



woodrobes 


Call 01562 825033 


bespoke fitted 
bedrooms 
made in 

4-1_I 11/ 



*SALE NOW ON* AVAI LAB l^l N H STC) E R E 


www.woodrobes.co.uk 76 Mill Street Kidderminster DYI I 6XJ 
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Definitely worth a visit - Spices, Walsall Road, Bridgtown, Cannock The spacious interior has comfortable seating Manager Ali, left pictured with Head Chef Anwar at Spices 

New restaurant where menu variety was 
definitely the spice of life for my family 


IT’S always a shame when a 
long-standing pub shuts down - 
and these days it happens all too 
frequently. 

But sometimes a successful, new ven¬ 
ture fills the void. And that is exactly 
what Spices Restaurant has done in 
Bridgtown, Cannock. 

Its former presence as a pub has not 
been completely forgotten, though. The 
Bridgetown Tavern - with an ‘e’ unlike 
the village it stands in - was a popular 
local, but after its unexpected closure 
around three years ago, Syed Ali stepped 
in to turn it into an Indian restaurant. 

Ali already runs restaurants in Sedgley and 
Wednesbury but when the Cannock area was 


suggested, he was not put off by the plethora 
of eateries already in the area. 

“I know there were a lot of restaurants, but 
that means there are a lot of eaters,” he said. 

Cleverly, though, while identifying the need 
to cater for a growing clientele, he has steered 
clear of the main cluster of restaurants, thus 
avoiding where his main competition would be. 

Beams 

Spices lies on a main road through the vil¬ 
lage, ideal for passing trade but far enough 
away from the town centre saturation. 

Some of the pub’s old features remain, 
though, including the centrepiece bar. It is be¬ 
cause of this that the interior doesn’t have that 
feel of a contemporary diner - and it’s all the 
better for it. 

Alterations have been made of course, but 


Mark Shipp tucks in 

the exposed brickwork and beams give it a 
more homely feeling. Tables are set out to 
cater for parties of diners, or families, and it is 
this set up that Ali, as he prefers to be known, 
prides his operation on. 

I dined with my family, and truth to be told, 
it was an evening that money couldn’t buy. 
We had proper conversations, we could hear 
ourselves talk. There were other diners, but 
no-one too loud or boisterous - and, where else 
could you dine out to a background soundtrack 
that included Stevie Wonder, The Three De¬ 
grees and Simply Red? Not all my cup of tea, 
but certainly an eclectic mix. 

Ali and his staff, there are 14 employed 
in all, took time out to chat to us and check 
everything was okay, while being fully aware 


that other diners needed attention, too. What’s 
more the food was enjoyed by all four of us. 
From a menu that featured a seemingly end¬ 
less list of Spices exclusives and recommended 
dishes like the khunda, the choice was cer¬ 
tainly extensive. 

Perfect 

Ali spoke highly of his team of chefs, who 
like to add new lines on a regular basis and 
welcome comments from customers on fa¬ 
voured or requested dishes. They didn’t let us 
down here. 

Now I wouldn’t say a fish dish is my favour¬ 
ite curry, but to quote the legendary philoso¬ 
pher Brian Clough “it’s in the top one.” I was 
in my element here as I was allowed to try two, 
the mach palak - pan-fried sea bass fillets in 
a medium sauce with spinach and potatoes, 


complemented by lemon rice and naan bread, 
and the kanda wala machli, fish cooked in a 
lemon and coriander sauce. It’s easy to say 
when being looked after for the purpose of a 
review that everything was OK. Often little 
things go wrong or not something is not quite 
right. It’s human nature. However, this was a 
night when absolutely everything was perfect. 

A more pleasant ‘mein host’ you could not 
wish to meet, in impressive surroundings, with 
a just-right atmosphere and terrific food. 

It seems that Ali has it spot-on, and his reg¬ 
ular diners - he caters for 70 but that can be 
extended - are proof of the quality served up. 

For the record, the better half’s makani 
bhuna and the children’s tikka masala and 
chips were well received, too. 

Spices is open from 5.30 to 11pm between 
Tuesday and Sunday. Call 01543 502767. 


Celebrating 10 Years with Discounts Off Everything in Store!! 


Massive 5 day Sale Spectacular 

Starts 27 th December 


hole in The 
Wall 4kw 
Gas fires 

from £399 



Complete Flue Liner Systems 
Wood Burning and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Inset and Outset High Efficient Gas Fires 
Hole in the Wall Gas and Electric Fires 
Made to Measure Hand Made Marble and 


lim estone Fireplaces 
Full Gas Safe and Hetas Registered 
Fitting Teams 

Established in 2005 and Celebrating 10 Years with 
Discounts Off Everything in Store!! 


WOLVERHAMPTON FIREPLACES & STOVES LTD 


15 merridale road, Chapel Ash, Wolverhampton WV3 9RX 

- J' SEEMOREATWWW.WOLVERHAMPTONFIREPLACES.COM 


J Celebrate with us 
this Christmas time 







CASTII INN 

^DINING # DRINKS W 
F GIFTS#LIVE MUSIC 



Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 




























Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 


24DRIVETIME 


Tivoli a pleasant surprise 


By Ian Donaldson 


A smattering of Spanish would 
have come in handy in deepest 
Bedfordshire as we tried to tell 
the SsangYong’s sat nav to take 
us back to base. 

Someone had set the system for the 
land of paella and siestas and instruc¬ 
tions came out of the Tivoli’s dash¬ 
board with a softly spoken southern 
inflection, which sounded lovely but 
meant precious little. 

But you don’t keep a motoring writer from 
his lunch and the destination was eventual¬ 
ly plumbed into the TomTom and away we 
went - in a car that was proving a bit of a 
surprise. Taking us on the mystery tour of an 
unheralded but handsome part of mid¬ 
dle England was the latest model of a car 
you probably haven’t heard of yet - the 
SsangYong Tivoli. 

Built in South Korea by a company known 
until now for its range of tough but basic ma¬ 
chines, many with an off-road potential, the 
Tivoli marks a serious move towards Euro¬ 
pean respectability, where mere cheapness 
doesn’t always succeed. 

A decade or so ago a couple of other Ko¬ 
reans - Hyundai and Kia - began their climb 
upmarket and have succeeded beyond per¬ 
haps even their dreams. Can SsangYong do 
it too? 

The earlier Tivoli versions, arriving mid- 
2015 made a firm case for a positive answer 
- ‘yes!’ - and at prices that start at £12,950 
for a front-driver with petrol engine. 

Which makes it great value rather than 
an absolute steal; often a sign that makers 


reckons their cars are now good enough 
to entice buyers without needing a bargain 
basement price tag. 

SsangYong was right; the first Tivolis were 
decent enough to drive and very well kitted 
out for the money. 

They also felt better put together (on the 
inside in particular) than opposition selling 
for more. 

But what about a Tivoli selling for more 
than £20,000 when you’ve added metallic 
paint (£500) and a £400 styling pack with 
fancy alloys, black roof, spoiler and door 
mirrors? That’s moving the car deep into the 
European mainstream, where you’ll find a 
host of smart cars looking for style-savvy 
buyers. 

Well, driving is believing and SsangYong 
has a winner on its hands, so long as it can 
persuade you to sit in the car and then take 
it for a drive. 

Should your route take in a deep 
waterhole and a couple of crazily angled 
slopes, the admiration factor will ramp up 
quickly. For here is a car that genuinely sur¬ 
prised in places no sane owner will ever take 
it. A winter’s drive home on snowy roads is 
going to be chicken feed for this newest ver¬ 
sion of the Tivoli. 

The all-wheel drive system puts all the 
power through the front wheels until it de¬ 
tects slippage, when the rears are instantly 
brought into action. This ought to mean 
better fuel economy than in a car with all the 
wheels working all the time. 

You can have a six-speed manual gearbox 
or an automatic unit in your Tivoli 4x4 but 
both will be powered by the same 1.6 diesel 
engine that became an option in the 2WD 
range some months ago. 

It produces 113bhp, enough for 107mph 



Well, driving is believing 
and SsangYong has a 
winner on its hands, so 
long as it can persuade 
you to sit in the car. 


top speed with the auto box and the sprint 
to 62mph in 12.3 seconds (109mph/12.0 
seconds for the manual), with the auto ‘box 
hitting emissions and fuel consumption, so 
that the figures of 156g/km and 47.9mpg 
average look underwhelming - stick to the 
DIY gearbox and things improve to 123g/ 
km and 60.1 mpg. 

Out on proper road surfaces the diesel 
auto 4x4 Tivoli hums along nicely, allowing 
you to admire its fit and finish and start to 
take in the goodies that this top version 
has on board. 

Standard kit on the ELX includes sat¬ 


ellite navigation (Spanish is optional!), a 
superbly clear reversing camera, leather 
upholstery and heated front seats, climate 
control, keyless entry and start, auto dip¬ 
ping interior mirror, cruise control and (hur¬ 
rah), a space saver spare wheel. 

The ELX 4x4 auto costs £19,500, a six- 
speed manual is £1,000 less and the EX 
4x4 diesel with a bit less kit is £17,100. 

Ssangyong thinks 500 people will take a 
Tivoli 4x4 in 2016. 

They may be surprised, especially if they 
can persuade showroom visitors to take a 
drive. 
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108 REG VAUXHALL TIGRA 
1.4 16V CABRIOLET 

I Ice Blue, 

48,273 miles 

was £4499 
I now £3499 


13 REG CITROEN DS3 
CABRIOLET 1.6 VTi DSTYLE PLUS 

3 door, White, 
32,174 miles 

was £8999 
_ now £8499 

T 


62 REG NISSAN JUKE 1.5 
DCi ACENTA NAV 

5 door, Diesel, Haptic 
Blue, 32,315 miles 

was £10499 
now £9499 


62 REG FIESTA 1.4 ZETECI 

— 5 door, Bluetooth, 5 | 
door, Fashionista, 
31,101 miles 

"was £7499 
now £6999 


i RENAULT CLI01.2TCE DYNAMIC S 3DR A/CON 1/2 LTHR ELEC BLUE 44800 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 DESIGN 5DR SILVER 63932 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL TIGRA 1.416V CAB ICE BLUE 48273 MILES. 

I NISSAN NOTE 1.6 TEKNA AUTOMATIC 5DR A/CON ELEC BLUE 45005 MILES. 

I VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 DESIGN 5DR SILVER 54207 MILES. 

I VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 VVT SE ECOFLEX 5DR ELEC BLUE 18859 MILES. 

I TOYOTA 1.0 VVTI ICE 5DR AIR CON WHITE 26799 MILES. 

I MAZDA 21.3 TAKUYA 5DR MAROON 33505 MILES. 

I VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXI3DR A/CON BLACK 22126 MILES. 

i VW UP 1.0 3DR MOVE UP WHITE 7091 MILES. 

I ALFA MITO 1.416V VELOCE 3DR RED 31176 MILES. 

I CITROEN 1.6HDI EXCLUSIVE REAR SENSORS MET RED 36673 MILES. 

I HONDA JAZZ 1.4 l-VTEC ES 5DR FSH REAR SENSORS LUNAR 35013 MILES. 

I MAZDA 31.6 TAKUYA 5DR AL.SILVER 29619 MILES. 

i HYUNDAI 1X201.4CRDI DIESEL ACTIVE REAR SENSORS SILVER 30386 MILES. 

I MAZDA 21.3 TAMURA 5DR BLACK 12412 MILES. 

i SEAT 1.2 FSI FR 3DR GREY 22028 MILES. 

I SKODA FABIA 1.6TD1105 MONTE CARLO 5DR BLK ROOF WHITE 20906 MILES. 

i VOLV01.6 DIESEL EDRIVE ES ESTATE GREY 49972 MILES. 

I CITROEN DS3 CAB 1.6VTI DSTYLE PLUS 3DR WHITE 32174 MILES. 

i VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 1.4T GTC SPORT 3DR GREY 26383 MILES. 

i NISSAN JUKE 1.5DCI ACENTA NAV 5DR DIESEL HAPTIC BLUE 32315 MILES. 



£10,999 


NISSAN JUKE 1.6 DIG-T NISM0 NAV + REAR CAMERA SILVER 13994 MILES. 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 DIG-T NISM0 NAV + REAR CAMERA BLACK 10976 MILES. 

KA 1.2 GRAND PRIX SPEC ED BLUT00TH WHITE 33033 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR CITY PACK MAGENTA 29179 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BT00TH VISION 27967 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.25 82 STYLE 5DR VISION 18940 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR BTOOTH SILVER 20076 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR BTOOTH FASHIONISTA 31101 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BLUETOOTH WHITE 33599 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.4 ZETEC 5DR BTOOTH COL RED 24540 MILES. 

FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR BTOOTH BLACK 17244 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 34426 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 80PS ZETEC 3DR SYNC RED 15008 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC MID SKY 14325 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100PS ZETEC EC0B00ST SYNC 3DR RED 16004 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 3DR SYNC WHITE 15566 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RACE RED 29256 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 80PS ZETEC 5DR SYNC CITY PK U.ALL WHITE 11309 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100 ECO ZETEC 3DR DRESS UP C/PKSYN RED 13516 MILES... 

NEW FIESTA 1.0100PS ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 11548 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.25 ZETEC 5DR SYNC RED 14915 MILES. 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC S125PS + SYNC 3DR17” ALL WHITE 4961 MILES. 


...£13,999 

...£14,999 



63 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 
ZETEC SYNC 

■ 5 door, Mid Sky, 
14,325 miles 

was £8499 

_ now £7499 

fv 

NEW FIESTA 1.0 ZETEC S125PS + SYNC 3DR17” ALL WHITE 5245 MILES.£12,499 

NEW FIESTA 1.6 ST2 3DR STYLE PK + M0UNTUNE MOL ORANGE 12926 MILES.£13,999 

FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 5DR RED 50382 MILES.£5,999 

FOCUS 1.6150PS TITANIUM 5DR 18ALL PRIV MID SKY 47453 MILES.£8,499 

FOCUS EST 1.6 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS BLACK 30429 MILES.£8,999 

FOCUS EST 1.01.25 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS INK BLUE 27008 MILES.£9,499 

FOCUS EST 1.6 ZETEC ESTATE REAR SENSORS INK BLUE 18747 MILES.£9,499 

FOCUS 1.0 ZETEC S CITY PACK 125PS BLACK 40242 MILES.£9,999 

FOCUS ST3 2.5 ST3 5DR ELEC ORANGE 31758 MILES. 

FOCUS 1.0125 ZETEC S 5DR WHITE 5775 MILES. 

FOCUS 1.0 ZETEC NAVIGATOR 100PS 5DR WHITE 6482 MILES. 

FOCUS 2.0TDCI ZETEC S 5DR CON PK 18” PRIV SILVER 11148 MILES. 

FOCUS ST3 2.5 ST3 3 DOOR BLACK 24552 MILES. 

FOCUS ST2 2.0 T ST 2 5DR BLACK 18937 MILES. 

NEW FOCUS 2.0 TDC1180 ST3 ST STYLE NAV R.CAM RED 4500 MILES. 

C-MAX 1.6 TDCI TITANIUM RETRO REAR SENSORS MID SKY 38703 MILES... 

C-MAX 1.6 TDCI TITANIUM REAR SENSORS SILVER 35641 MILES. 

M0NDE0 ST 3.0 ST 220 V6 5DR MACH.SIL 53153 MILES... 

M0NDE01.6TDCI ZETEC 5DR H/B BLACK 48379 MILES. 

M0NDE01.6 TDCI TITANIUM 5DR REAR SENSORS BLACK 16252 MILES. 


64 REG NEW FIESTA 1.25 
ZETEC SYNC 

3 door, White, 
15,566 miles 

was £8999 
now £8499 


T Wall Ford 


63 REG NEW FIESTA 1.0 
lOOPS ZETEC SYNC 

a 5 door, Red, 
11,548 miles 

WAS £8999 
now £8499 


High Street, Pensnett, Kingswinford, DY6 8XB 
Tel: 01384 288 333 

Pictures for illustration purposes only, offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions apply. 


62 REG FOCUS 1.0 125 
ZETEC ESTATE 

1 Rear Sensors, Ink 
I Blue, 27,008 miles 

-was £8999 
now £8499 


Part of an Award 
winning Family 
Run Business 
established 1953 


62 REG FOCUS 1.0 ZETEC 
CITY PACK 1.25PS 

- Black, 

40,242 miles 

was £9999 
now £9499 




n Follow us on Facebook 
11 www.facebook.com/twallford 

Your localFord Dealer 


11 REG MONDEO 1.6TDCi 
ZETEC 


5 door, Black, 
48,379 miles 


WAS £8599 
now £7999 


www.twallford.co.uk 


T WALL I 


YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER • T WALL FORD - YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER • T WALL FORD - YOUR LOCAL FORD DEALER 
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Levorg delivers on power 


By John Griffiths 

Subaru’s new Levorg sports 
tourer is a distinctive, all-new 
model which poses something of 
a conundrum. 

It is genuinely a competitor for many 
of the premium brand rivals in terms 
of performance, equipment and par¬ 
ticularly space, as well as sporty good 
looks (from the front it bears a striking 
resemblance to the iconic WRX STi). 

You also get a lot for your money at 
£27,495, but there’s the rub: That’s not 
‘from’, that’s THE price because there is 
only one model. It’s powered by a new and 
highly-efficient 1.6 direct injection turbo 
petrol engine, and bearing in mind this is 
a car likely to appeal strongly to business 
users, there’s no diesel option. Yet Subaru 
spent years (and a lot of money) developing 
a very good diesel version of its signature 
‘boxer’ flat-four motor. 

It may be because Subaru is unashamed¬ 
ly a ‘niche’ rather than a volume manufac¬ 
turer. But perhaps it is also dipping its toes 
in the water and assessing the views of its 
dealers and customers before widening the 
range. 

The Levorg is a distinctive model. While 
it has sporting looks, it has more room than 
the majority of pseudo-SUVs which are in¬ 
creasingly popular, plus the benefit of all¬ 
wheel drive, all-weather stability which all 
but a few of that genre lack. 

If you want to get yourself noticed in the 
company car park, or on the road, the Lev¬ 
org could be for you. 

It’s quick enough (0 to 62mph) in 8.9 sec¬ 
onds, yet is still capable of averaging nearly 
45mpg which is good for a 4WD petrol car 
of this size. 


And inside it is bigger than it looks, with a 
522-litre boot (rising to 1,446 litres with the 
rear seats folded) and is more than a match 
for most of its premium rivals for passenger 
space, particularly when it comes to rear leg 
room. It also has, as Subaru is quick to point 
out, the most luxurious interior the company 
has ever produced. 

The Levorg is the spiritual successor to the 
late-lamented (by Subaru enthusiasts, any¬ 
way) Legacy, a sort of grown up version of 
the overtly sporting Impreza. But it is actually 
based on the 2003 fourth generation Legacy, 
not the less popular fifth generation model, 
while the once top-of-the-range Legacy Out¬ 
back has evolved into a separate model in 
its own right, much beloved by the likes of 
country vets. 

While the Legacy was also a saloon, the 
biggest seller was the estate format so it’s 
logical that Subaru would choose this style 
for the Levorg. But it’s no chunky load-lug¬ 
ger: sports tourer is an apt description since 
its front end mirrors that of the mighty WRX 
rally car (complete with signature bonnet air 
scoop) and has a sleek, low-slung look de¬ 
spite the big 18in alloy wheels. . 

It drives well, too. The 1.6 turbo engine 
has the classic ‘boxer’ sound; and 170PS 
of power with a useful 250 NM of torque 
available from low revs. Available only with 
Subaru’s Lineartronic CVT automatic trans¬ 
mission, it’s a bit of a smoothy, with a burst of 
overtaking acceleration. With the press of a 
button on the steering wheel, you can sharp¬ 
en up engine and throttle responses for a 
sportier drive, and control gear changes with 
the ‘paddles’ behind the steering wheel 

It is sure footed, with quick and precise 
steering so that it never feels like a big car. 

It has the latest versions of Subaru’s all¬ 
wheel drive and vehicle dynamic control 
systems, well proven over the years on the 
rally-bred Impreza and WRX. 



While it has sporting looks, 
it has more room than the 
majority of pseudo-SUVs 
which are increasingly 
popular, plus the benefit of 
all-wheel drive 


In normal driving 60 per cent of power 
goes to the front, and 40 to the rear. But if 
the electronics detect any slippage, a high¬ 
er portion of power is diverted to the rear 
to maintain stability and traction in a wide 
variety of conditions. 

There’s also an active torque vectoring 
system, which brakes the outside wheels 
under heavy cornering to give you a neu¬ 
tral line through bends, avoiding over or 
under steer, There’s a new suspension 
system, too, beefed up to reduce pitch 
and roll under hard cornering, but it’s well 
damped so the ride quality doesn’t suffer. 

Inside, the Levorg lives up to Subaru’s 
billing. Wider than the old Legacy, it comes 


with a single ‘GT’ trim level which includes 
leather trim, heated front seats), stainless 
steel sill plates and pedals, automatic 
wipers, front and side window defrosters, 
dual-zone air conditioning, multi-function 
steering wheel, and a central touchscreen 
control system for audio and connectivity 
functions, which also serves as the revers¬ 
ing camera screen. The safety package 
includes multiple airbags, hill start assist 
and brake assist as well as electronic sta¬ 
bility systems, lane-change, blind-spot and 
‘rear-crossing’ alerts. 

The Levorg has a 1,500kg towing limit. 
Its official economy figure is 44.8mpg, with 
a C02 emissions rating of 164g/km. 


_ 2 5 


o 



FROM 27TH DECEMBER 
REDUCTIONS GALORE!!! 

mm 

yrTi LmM 


T Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett, Award winning family -run business - established 1953 
01384 288333 Kingswinford 

www twall co uk DY6 8XB 1 mile from Russells flail Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


PRE-REG CLEARANCE SALE 

SAVE UP TO £6750 

NEWLY REGISTERED DELIVERY MILEAGE VEHICLES 


CORSA 


*WAS 

NOW 

.£9395 

£7995 

.£9395 

£7995 

.£9940 

£8495 

.£9940 

£8495 

....£10,285 

£8795 

....£11,670 

£9995 

.£9445 

£8695 

.£9435 

£8695 


VIVA 

15/65 VIVA SE 1.0 EC0FLEX 5-dr. Blue Ray, winter Pack, 
Spare wheel. 


MERIVA 

15/65 MERIVA TECHLINE 1.4 5-dr. Sovereign Silver, Sat Nav £14,709 £11,495 

MOKKA 

15/65 MOKKA TECHLINE 1.6 CDTi, Carbon Flash .£19,509 £16,795 

ANTARA 

15/65 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2 CDTi 163PS, Olympic White .. £22,700 £15,995 

15/65 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2 CDTi 163PS, Smoke Grey .£23,245 £16,495 

£16,495 
£16,495 


15/65 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2 CDTi 163PS, Sovereign Silver £23,245 
15/65 ANTARA DIAMOND 2.2 CDTi 163PS, Smoke Grey ....£23,245 


* Was price is based on current list price 


ATTRACTIVE FINANCE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 

T Wall Garages High Street, Pensnett, Award winning family -run business - established 1953 
01384 288333 Kingswinford 

www.twall.co.uk DY6 8XB 1 mile from Russells Hall Hospital, towards Kingswinford 
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✓Bumper scuffs ✓Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches ✓Dented panels 


Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 




ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 
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Switch to safer winter tyres 


As cold weather approaches, local 
Vauxhall retailer, Stourbridge Motor 
House, is making it simple for Vaux¬ 
hall owners in Stourbridge to make 
the switch to safer winter tyres with the 
opening of its Tyre Hotel. 

Ensuring that summer tyres are kept 
in tip top condition, they will be treat¬ 
ed to a valet on arrival and regularly 
rotated to prevent warping. Each tyre 
will be properly labelled and kept away 
from any substances that could cause 
deterioration or damage to the rubber. 

Michael Casey, general manager 
at Stourbridge Motor House, said: 
“Although the safety implications of 


changing your tyres are clear, unfortu¬ 
nately motorists are often reluctant to 
swap their wheels because of storage 
issues. 

“When customers purchase winter 
tyres, we will whisk their summer set 
away to one of nine Tyre Hotels across 
the country. Customer service is par¬ 
amount for us therefore motorists can 
expect a swift check-in by one of our 
knowledgeable sen/ice team.” 

Essentially when the temperature 
drops below seven degrees, winter 
tyres use a rubber compound with high 
silica content and have a specially de¬ 
signed tread pattern to perform better 


in colder conditions by providing in¬ 
creased grip on the road. 

Running alongside the Tyre Hotel, 
Stourbridge Motor House is offering 
area winter safety checks until March 
31, 2016. The check is £19.99 and 
comprises a 25 point visual health 
check and top-ups of coolant, brake 
fluid, screen wash and engine oil.* 

For more information about the Tyre 
Hotel or the winter safety checks, con¬ 
tact Stourbridge Motor House at High 
Street, Amblecote, Stourbridge, West 
Midlands DY8 4DG. Alternatively, go 
online to www.stourbridgemotorhouse. 
CO.uk or call 01384 447970. 


Free Estimates Lifetime Guarantee Most Repairs Completed in One Day 


Brindley Honda Halesowen 

have moved to West Bromwich 





Millennium Park, Swan Lane, West Bromwich B70 ONR 

Tel: 0121 629 0990 


Nothing else has changed though! 

All the staff are now in their new positions at our other sites. 

So be it Sales, Service or MOT you require - you're still in the very 
capable hands of familiar staff with many years of Honda expertise. 

We are also offering an extensive range of courtesy cars or our free 
pick-up and drop-off facility when your car is having its service. 

For everything Honda call Brindley today 
Tel: 0121 629 0990. Web: brindley.co.uk/honda 


Branches also at Cannock and Wolverhampton 



Walsall Road 
Cannock 
WS11 OJP 

Tel: 01543 406609 


BRINDjJY 

Garages G rou p 


Keeping the West Midlands 
motoring since 1931. 



West Street 

off Stafford Road 

Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

Tel: 01902 690601 


































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Jobs 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


v 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

FREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bookanad.expressandsfar.co.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 



Telephone line opening times 
over the festive period. 

Monday, December 21 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Tuesday, December 22 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Wednesday, December 23 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Christmas Eve December 24 

8.30am till 1pm 

Christmas Day December 25 

Closed 

Boxing Day Saturday December 26 Closed 

Monday, December 28 

Closed 

Tuesday, December 29 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

Wednesday, December 30 

8.30am till 5.30pm 

New Years Eve December 31 

8.30am till 1pm 

New Years Day, Friday January 1 Closed 

Saturday, January 2 

Closed 


Please note that our deadlines will be subject to 
change considerably over the Christmas period. 
Please call 01902 317 878 for any further information. 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 
Family Business & 
Monumental Masons 


I Pre-paid plans. 24hr call-out 
Private Chapels of Rest | 


Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 
Wall Heath 01384 274222 
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 


J.T. 

BROOKES 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Family 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


GENTLEMANS 18ct yellow gold 
rolex, manual wind, leather strap, 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


Leisure 

Time 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



Home & 
Services 


01384 486036. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • ALL SILVER 
• All Chinese items • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 


BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 

wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 
CASH OFFERED for bric-a-brac, 
clothes, games, household items, 
etc, quick collection. 

07436 018819. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 







massage 


youoJime 

Therapy & Massage Spa 

19, Hereward Rise,Halesowen,B62 8AN 

A unique fusion of 
Swedish, Thai & Japanese massage 
with Aromatherapy & Tai Chi relaxation. 

Call 07525 126700 

See us on www.youtimetherapy.co.ukor 
FacebookYouTime Spa 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 
All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, Roofing, 
Driveways & Landscaping 
Call 01902 579592 or 07837 994465 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 



electrical 

\ 

V 

services 



STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


gardening 

services 



house clearances 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARGAES/ SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456/ 
07711661135 


painters / 
y decorators 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


removals 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A1 KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 
CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 
CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 


Lucy.s 
Removal Co. 


-S’- 


Very Cheap, all areas, 
home or office. 24/7 

Text or phone Lucy : 07805 670549 


Prestige Removal Firm 

HIGH QUALITY 
HASSLE FREE MOVE 
Fully Insured quality vans. 

Call John 07802 876 876 or 
text info j.facer@hotmail.co.uk 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIR ARMSS410 carbine 177 Air 
Rifle, scope, magazine, moderator, 
charging bottle, very good condi¬ 
tion, £600. 07811 — 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


CHIHUAHUA PUPS, 12 weeks, 2 
boys £450 each. 1 girls £550. 
(Teacup). 01902 651019 after 6pm. 

COCKERPOO PUPPIES Family 
reared, 1st vaccinations, vet 
checked. £600. 07790 660541. 

JACK RUSSELL Puppies, Mom and 
Dad can be seen, small legs, tri 
coloured. £200. 01384 233910. 

PAIR OF white canaries in avery bird 
cage, 4ft tall x 1ft 9 square, on 
wheels. £50 ono. 07976 791116. 

PAIR OF yellow Canaries, in gold 
cage, on wheels. £40 ono. 

07976 791116. 

WANTED ENGLISH Bulldog Puppy. 
Telephone 
‘ ‘ 139064. 



Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PROMOTING 


YOUR 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 



accountants 


ACCOUNTANCY and Taxation 

Services for small business. 
Fixed Fees. Call 01902 343200 




Property 


A TWO BED FLAT off Tettenhall Rd, 
CH, DG. Off road parking, £115.50 
pw 01902 340073 / 07770 660636. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

NETHERTON AREA 2-bed house, 
DHSS welcome, 30 plus, no pets, 
deposit required. 07780 704435. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 
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Motoring 




SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 


01902 317878 


FORD CM AX petrol, 2010, (59 
plate), 44,000 miles, excellent con¬ 
dition. £3,995. 07944 895756. 
01902 634410. 

FORD FIESTA, 2006, 83,000 miles, 
blue, electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, long MoT, £1,695 ono. 

01902 755860. 


HONDA CRV EXi-VTECH 

2007 reg, good condition, 89k, 
black, MoT, service history, top 
spec, any trial welcome, 
unleaded. 

£6,600 ono. 

Telephone 07740 820154. 


MAZDA MX5 Sport, 2001, MoT April 
2016, 76,000 miles, silver, black 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 
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2S ClassifiedAds 


OLDFIELD AND SON VW Polo 1.6S 
2007, Blackfinish: £2,495. Peugeot 
307S, 2007, Black finish: £1,595. 
Vauxhall Zafira, 2005, Black, 7 
Seater: £1,495. 07913 981460. 

PEUGEOT 407 HDi, diesel Estate, 
Dec 2007, alloys, full MoT, sun roof, 
tow bar, low mileage, good car. 
£3,500. 07754 567990. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 3-dr, 59 reg, 
only 25k miles, alloys, spot lights, 
immaculate throughout. £3,950 
ono. Sedgley 07753 597429. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 

2008, (08) 5 door 73,000 miles, 
black, alloys, electric windows, 
electric mirrors, air con, long 
mot, nice condition 

£2,695 ono. 

07773 529080. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXi, 2008, 
owned from new, 11 months MoT, 
very good condition. Silver Met. 
5dr. 58k. £2,950. 07946 649446. 



VAUXHALL INSIGNIA ELITE 


2014, 30k, auto, Est. 2.0CDTI 
195bhp bi-turbo, dealer fsh, 
warranty. HTD electric mem 
seats, privacy, Sat Nav, DAB, 
electric tailgate. 19ins alloys. 
BiXenon, LED run lights, 
sensors, immaculate. 

£14,000. 

07971 365912. 


01384 440258 / 07935 337167. 

FORD FIESTA, Y reg, 49,000 
genuine miles, MoT, pas, c/I, red, 
sunroof, drives/looks superb, £625. 

Telephone 07523 729551. 

FORD KA COLLECTION, 2005, 
59,000 miles, blue, abs, air con, full 
main dealer service history. 11 
months MoT. £1,195. 

07546 417508. 

FORD MONDEO 2005 2.2TDCi, non 
runner, spares or repairs, MoT, 
leather seats, alloys etc £495 ono. 
07967 952431. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.1 LX, X reg, 3-dr, 
65k, 16” alloys, service/history, nice 
sound system, long MoT. £850. 
07831 609261.01384 258061. 

PEUGEOT 206 52 plate, MoT and 
service history, black, £800 ono. 
01562 755211. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 Petrol. 7- 
seats, 04 plate, MoT end of April 16. 
Or part ex for Motorbike. £525. 
07754 121452 


WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 
01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


BLUE HONDA 600 silver wing 
scooter, 03 reg, 23K, long MoT, few 
marks to bodywork, winter bargain 
£1,199 ono. 07877 722908. 

HONDA CX500 1982, spares or 
repairs, 

£500. 

07850 742388. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD.WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 




Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 



clutches / brakes 
v / gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Rob 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile \ 

mechanics I 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 "' 




Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 



AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5* customer rated-Mon-Fri 10-9pm. 
Sat-Sun: 10-11pm. 0121 472 7281. 


★ ★★ 

LADY YOUNG AT HEART 

WLTM gent, 58-62, for 
Friendship / relationship. 
Wolverhampton area. 
Enjoys walking, holidays home 
and abroad. 

Box Number P20167, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

★ ★★ 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

*T&C’s apply 

FreeAds 



LONDON THEATRE 

Choose your show , price band* and how you want to travel 



Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for 
shopping and sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner 
option see the matinee performance before heading to the hotel for 
an evening meal. The Saturday Night option includes a ticket for 
the show to see an evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket and an overnight stay in a 
four-star outer London hotel with full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and 
Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 


95 


Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 


Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for a Saturday evening 
performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping 
and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton 
on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday afternoon/early 
evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to 
upgrade. Plus two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your 
choice (hotel supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket 
for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure or a list of our 
current breaks, please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 












































































Local Specialists 


129 


L. i 


Building and Landscaping 


y\ POLLO u 


r.L .1. 


APOLLO G.C.L Are accredited with both Construction Line 
and CHAS. With a client satisfaction rating of 9.8 and a 
client base which includes Amazon UK and Broxap. 

We always strive to deliver customer satisfaction. 

So, call us for a free estimate if you require, groundworks, 
drainage, blockwork, brickwork, housing or office 
extensions, internal refurbishment or landscaping. 


0800 043 4455 




C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUIGES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

• Landscaping exoerience 

• Block paving ex P erience 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


MBfJelectric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: V .- 


mbelectric. co. uk 


DECOR 

Do You Need A Plasterer, 


JUST 

DOORS 


TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 - DAYTIME 


01384 572371 - AFTER 6PM 


All Types of Wooden 
Doors Supplied & Fitted 
Internal & External 
All Aspects of Carepntry 
& Garden Work 


Over 40 Years 
Experience Free Quotes 

07836 702482 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


US Uurk (Emmtrg dlazing 


Contact l/S for a fffif pie! 



Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

’A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 


/T /f &*tesu244 eJJfUUettt aMMxt&urt, A A 
W w that u/a+t t codt the. easith S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.coni K. 

[FENSAj 


i*w*e«cert»ts£ 


Driveways 


^ INTERLAY 

DRIVEWAYS LTD 


DRIVEWAYS LID 

Whether you require a Traditional or a 
Contemporary Driveway 
We Cater for all Budgets 

• Block Paving - Walls & Patios - Tarmac • Landscaping 
• Turfing • All types of Groundwork 
• Cleaning, Sealing and Repairs 

OFFICE: 0121 667 3449 01562 814580 
DIRECT. 07490001616 LOCAL: 0845 626 2449 


WE’LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE! 


Hi 


Fencing 


Fencing & Cates 


ft 


All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 


91314 242891 or 97970 300586 


Gardening 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
‘Fencing ‘Turfing ‘Concreting ‘Driveways & Patios 
‘Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Health & Beauty 


HEALTH & WELL-BEING CLINIC 


• All Beauty Treatments Available 
• Fantastic Offers • Deep Tissue Massage £35.00 
•Anti-Aging Non Surgical Collagen Facial 
•Also Home Visits 


book your tree consultation toaay 

HAGLEY ROAD LOCATION 
0743 7569187 


Locksmiths 


Roofing 



Quality 

• uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 

Also 



CONCRETE GUTTERING 


Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modem low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 


All work 
guaranteed 
with HomePro 
Insurance 



Registered with 

Membership 

HomePro No 554518 


No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 



Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 

0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


ana 



Our Specialist: 
offers you a witi 
of local businesses 
and tradesman to de; 
with your needs a 
requirements. 


MIMililkl 


PLASTERING 4 % 
SERVICES ft/ 

All aspects covered 

FREE QUOTES 
Call Steve 

07853 257230 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 


and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



Property Maintenance 


Plumbing & Heating 


UPVC 

LOCK PROBLEMS? I 

Call Tony Lane 

\ 07540 380140 or 01384 354344 


tf^h m iffing & ratT TTTPftTig 
Combi Boiler change from £950 
SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 


inty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years 



Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

wmsmit 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Skip Hire 


Gffl? 90BS & (HM3 SEES 


To advertise your business and reach more than 56,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... ^ 

01384399901 \ 


E-mail us at... ^ 

sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk J 

0 

Post to... 1 

Sue Jones, Stourbridge Chronicle 1 

3 Market Street, Stourbridge DY81A6 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 



07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, December 24, 2015 






























































































































Express & Star 



Find your next job at 

jobs.expressandstar.com 



Speedway 
welcomes 
new clubs 
into fold 

BRITISH Speedway’s Nation¬ 
al League will welcome two new 
clubs in 2016. 

The sport will return to the Isle 
of Wight’s Smallbrook Stadium 
after a two-year absence with the 
newly branded Warriors. 

And Belle Vue will enter a Colts 
team into the third tier based at 
their new home, the National 
Speedway Stadium in Manchester. 

The news means 12 clubs will 
come to the tapes next season in 
what promises to be an exciting 
time for the league which encour¬ 
ages the development of young 
British riders. 

Club bosses held their AGM at 
the British Speedway HQ in War¬ 
wickshire on Wednesday and they 
set a new team building limit of 
40-points per club. 

In a dramatic move they have 
also scrapped all tactical rides - 
and the league title will revert 
back to the play-off system involv¬ 
ing the top four clubs at Septem¬ 
ber 25. 

Other key points were: 

National Trophy North: Bir¬ 
mingham, Buxton, Stoke. South: 
Isle of Wight, Kent, Mildenhall. 
Winners of each group to contest 
final. 

National League fixtures to be 
made available by late January to 
take into account those riders also 
involved in Elite League and Pre¬ 
mier League meetings. 

Knockout Cup draw to be made 
before Christmas. 

Major Events: NL Fours - Cov¬ 
entry - Sunday August 14. 

NL Pairs - King’s Lynn - Date 
TBC mid-summer. 

NLRC - new venue in Septem¬ 
ber. 


Celtic have 
their eye on 
Villa’s Kozak 

CELTIC have admitted their inter¬ 
est in Villa striker Libor Kozak but 
said there is no bid imminent. 

Bhoys assistant boss John Collins 
confirmed manager Ronny Deila 
watched the Czech frontman in 
the under-21s victory over Derby 
County at Villa Park on Monday 
night. 

Kozak, who has been frozen out 
under both Tim Sherwood and Remi 
Garde this season scored a brace in 
the game. 

Collins said: “Ronny went down 
and had a look at the game and of 
course he [Kozak] scored a couple of 
goals but there’s nothing imminent. 

“We’re looking to strengthen all 
over to be honest.” 

However, Celtic look likely to re¬ 
turn with a bid for the former Lazio 
striker in January after failing to 
tempt him in the summer. 


Young golfer ilsley wins titles 



Golfer James Ilsley, aged 10 


A YOUNG golfer who was back 
playing just four weeks after break¬ 
ing his collarbone has won back- 
to-back junior titles, writes James 
Driver-Fisher. 

Ten-year-old James Ilsley, from 
Sedgley, has scooped junior golfer 
of the year at Dudley Golf Club two 
years in a row. 

Ilsley, who attends Cotwall End 
Primary School, first picked up a 
club aged four and now plays off a 
23 handicap - the lowest in Dudley’s 
junior section - picking up six major 


trophies this year alone. 

Proud mother Samantha Russell, 
who runs the club’s junior section, 
said her son was now practicing six 
times a week. 

She said: “He broke his collar¬ 
bone in April and the doctors said 
he might be back playing in 12 to 
15 weeks. In just four weeks he was 
out on the course again and came 
second in his first tournament back. 

“It’s all about practice, practice, 
practice and he’s already quite well 
known on the circuit despite being 


just 10.” Ilsley has just been selected 
for Worcestershire Under-12s and 
will train with Graham Farr, whose 
son Oliver is currently competing on 
the European Tour. 

He is coached regularly by his fa¬ 
ther, Austin, who played to county 
standard as a youngster, as well as 
Darren Prosser, a former Walker 
Cup player who runs the Darren 
Prosser Golf Academy at Kingswin- 
ford Golf Centre. 

The youngster’s heroes include 
Tiger Woods and Rory Mcllroy. 


FA survey uncovers 


poor pitch problem 



Grassroots action: Cresswell Wanderers face Sedgley White Lions Under-16s 


BLACK COUNTRY amateur football 
bosses have welcomed the results 
of an FA survey, which found poor 
standard pitches are the biggest is¬ 
sue affecting the grassroots game. 

The study, an online poll with more than 
28,750 participants countrywide, also found 
concerns over the standard of coaching. 

Figures showed players with access to bet¬ 
ter-quality pitches tend to play a third more than 
the average. Those playing on poorly-maintained 
pitches play 21 per cent less. 

The issue of poor pitches was already on the 
FA’s agenda under its National Game Strategy 
for Participation and Development and a ‘signif¬ 
icant slice’ of its £260million budget for the next 
four years has been allocated to the problem. 

That has been welcomed by those involved in 
the grassroots game. Lynn Boleyn, welfare officer 
of Wall Heath’s Kewford Eagles, who field more 
than 40 teams in junior leagues, believes the FA 
had finally woken-up to the issues. 

Disgrace 

“Some of the council pitches we have had to 
play on were quite the disgrace. 

“Over the years, there has been a real lack of 
funding and it is good to see that changing.” 

At present there is a high dependence on coun¬ 
cils to maintain facilities, with 83 per cent of 
pitches in England being publicly owned and the 
FA recognises a need for greater involvement. 

Part of this will come under the Parklife 
scheme which will see the creation of ‘hubs’ 
of floodlit 3G artificial pitches in cities across 
the country. Plans are also in place to improve 
around 2,000 existing turf pitches and it is hoped 
the investment will encourage further funding 
from other sources. 

Bilston Youth League chairman Graham Hod- 
son meanwhile gave an indication of the pres¬ 
sures facing the amateur game when he revealed 
the number of teams in the Bilston Youth League 
has dropped by a quarter in the last five years. 

“We have gone from having 250 teams to 180,” 
said Hodson, chairman and referees secretary of 
the league. “The danger is when you have teams 
dropping out at the younger age groups - un- 
der-lOs and under-lls. 

“Eventually that works it’s way up the age 


groups and you lose more. While welcoming the re¬ 
sults of the FA survey, Hodson also stressed more 
needs to be done to cap rising running costs. 

“That is one of the main reasons we see teams dis¬ 
appear - they can’t afford to keep going,” he said. 

“The cost of courses to train welfare officers and 
first aiders, which every club needs, can be very ex¬ 
pensive. 

“It would be nice perhaps to see some of the money 


used to make some these courses free, or at least 
lessen the cost.” 

The study, which sought views from players, 
coaches, referees, staff and volunteers, also revealed 
a concerns over coaching standards. 

Beacon League chairman Brian Lester, while 
pleased with the overall survey findings, urged the FA 
not neglect the adult game. 


Blues come 
away with 
another draw 
at Preston 

Preston NE 1 Blues 1 

PRESTON and Blues shared the 
spoils in an entertaining 1-1 draw 
at Deepdale as Michael Morrison 
scuppered the hosts’ hopes of an¬ 
other clean sheet. 

Simon Grayson’s men claimed 
a first-half lead through loanee 
Adam Reach’s cross-cum-shot and 
spent the second period fending off 
wave after wave of attacks. 

North End were bidding for 
their ninth shut-out in 11 games 
and their 13th of the season - and 
a series of saves from impressive 
on-loan goalkeeper Jordan Pick- 
ford looked like delivering it. 

But skipper Morrison’s near¬ 
post header from a 67th-minute 
corner brought Blues level and 
Demarai Gray should have then 
won it when he raced through and 
dragged wide in stoppage time. 

Reach’s first goal since he moved 
on loan from Middlesbrough ar¬ 
rived in the 19th minute and there 
was a degree of fortune involved. 

The winger appeared to be deliv¬ 
ering a cross from the right flank, 
but the ball eluded everyone and 
bounced into the far corner of To- 
masz Kuszczak’s net. 

Joe Garner stung Kuszczak’s 
palms from the edge of the area 
and ex-Villa man Daniel Johnson 
surged forward from midfield be¬ 
fore dragging an effort into the 
Pole’s body. 

Morrison’s header from Stephen 
Gleeson’s corner went over the 
line at the far post before Vermijl 
was able to volley clear, with the 
assistant referee immediately flag¬ 
ging for a goal. 

Neither side looked content with 
a point, Joe Garner and Reach 
both mishitting from good posi¬ 
tions. 


Youngster is 
learning lots 
from Saido 

ALBION academy striker Tahvon 
Campbell ‘loves’ playing alongside 
Saido Berahino in the under-21s. 

The 18-year-old opened the scor¬ 
ing in a 3-0 win over Swansea un- 
der-21s recently, pouncing on a 
blocked Berahino shot before coolly 
tucking the ball in. 

He then repaid the favour to last 
season’s top scorer, winning a pen¬ 
alty in the 80th minute, which Bera¬ 
hino converted. 

Campbell played as an out-and- 
out striker while Berahino dropped 
deeper into a number 10 role, and 
the youngster enjoyed linking up 
with the senior player. 

“He’s got lots of experience,” said 
Campbell. “I just love playing with 
him and learning from him. He 
helps me a lot.” 

The young forward has a frighten¬ 
ing turn of pace. 



Final whistle 


If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 
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Survey uncovers 
pitch problems 

Page 31 



Young golfer takes 
break in his stride 

Page 31 


SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Jonas is hoping for a Euro reunion 


Sidelined 
Afobe has 
been a pro 

BENCHED Wolves star Benik Afobe has 
been praised for his professionalism by 
boss Kenny Jackett - who revealed no 
club has made an inquiry to buy the 
striker in the January transfer window. 

Afobe has been on the bench for the 
last two matches with Adam Le Fondre 
preferred up front. 

That has stoked speculation that the 
22-year-old is set to leave Molineux in 
January. 

But Jackett said no discussions had 
taken place over the former Arsenal 
man’s future. 

“There have been no offers or ap¬ 
proaches from any clubs,” he said. “Until 
that happens, nothing happens. 

“Should it build up like last time (in 
the summer) we’ll have to see. 

“As it stands there’s nobody making 
any inquiries, it’s all quiet on that front. 

“No we haven’t had any conversations 
on Benik, other than on making sure he 
scores goals and plays well. 

“In terms of anybody coming in for 
him, if and when it happens we’ll discuss 
it then.” 

Premier League strugglers Norwich 
City lodged three bids for Afobe in the 
summer, the highest being £10m. 

And Steve McClaren’s Newcastle 
United are also believed to have closely 
tracked the striker, who was the coun¬ 
try’s joint-top goalscorer with 32 strikes 
last season. 

His form this campaign hasn’t been 
as prolific with Afobe scoring eight in 22 
appearances. 

And despite being surprisingly 
dropped, Jackett said Afobe had shown 
an exemplary attitude in training. 

“He hasn’t thrown his toys out of the 
pram at all,” Jackett said. 

“He’s been working hard, again 
trained hard and well, and scored goals 
in training which is good.” 

Penalties set up 
match against 
old boss Smith 

Walsall 0 Chesterfield 0 (5-3 pens) 

WALSALL needed penalties to book 
their place in the third round of the FA 
Cup and a date with destiny against 
Dean Smith’s Brentford. 

The Saddlers, who look set to ap¬ 
point Sean O’Driscoll as manager in 
the coming days, overcame Chesterfield 
following a dismal game at the Banks’s 
Stadium. 

With chances few and far between, 
the score remained at 0-0 throughout 
120 minutes with Chesterfield skipper 
Sam Morsy then missing his resultant 
spot-kick. 

But Walsall scored all five of their pen¬ 
alties - with Romaine Sawyers, Jason 
Demetriou, George Evans, Milan Lalk- 
ovic and Paul Downing all finding the 
net to book their trip to Championship 
outfit Brentford. 

Caretaker trio Jon Whitney, John 
Ward and Neil Cutler sprung a selection 
surprise in naming their starting XI for 
what was potentially their last game in 
charge. 

Sam Mantomwas handed his first start 
since losing to the Spirites in October. 


JONAS OLSSON and James McClean hope the 
Swede’s impressive performances will set up a 
Euro 2016 reunion between the two team-mates. 

Olsson’s Sweden and McClean’s Ireland have 
been drawn together in Group E for next year’s 
competition in France. 

The big Swede was a colossus at Anfield re¬ 
cently and capped off a fine defensive display with 
a goal in the 73rd minute. 

But the big centre-half was left out of the Swed¬ 
ish squad for their European Championship play¬ 
off games against Denmark. 


A ‘FITTING honour to an icon 
of Wolverhampton Wanderers’ 
is how the club have described 
the decision to name Ron Flow¬ 
ers as a Wolves vice-president. 

The legendary former player was part 
of Wolves’ three title-winning squads in 
1953/54, 1957/58 and 1958/59, won the 
FA Cup in 1960 and was part of Eng¬ 
land’s 1966 World Cup-winning squad. 

In total he won 49 caps for his country and 
now joins Steve Bull, Robert Plant and Baroness 
Rachael Heyhoe Flint as vice-presidents at Mo¬ 
lineux. 

The 81-year-old spoke of his delight at receiv¬ 
ing the honorary role. 

He said: “It was a lovely surprise for me and 
my family - I hadn’t got a clue about it although 
I’m very proud and pleased to accept this great 
honour. 

“I’ve got such a deep bond with the club and 
it’s been such a big part of my life for so many 
years. 

“I’m already privileged to be the president of 
the Wolves Former Players Association, but this 
latest honour strengthens my connections even 
more. 

Village 

“I was born and brought up in a little Yorkshire 
village but my roots have been firmly in this area 
since I arrived here all those years ago.” 

Flowers played 512 times for Wolves, scoring 
37 goals, in a 15-year career at Molineux. 

In 2009 he was finally awarded a World Cup 
winners’ medal after an FA campaign, and it is 
now on show in the Wolves Museum. Flowers was 
close to featuring in the final in 1966. 

“Jackie Charlton was suffering from a cold and 
Sir Alf (Ramsey) put me on standby,” he said. 
“But I knew it would take more than a cold to 
stop Jackie so it wasn’t such a let-down the next 
morning when I knew that I wouldn’t be playing. 

“There have been greater players than me who 
have never got near to a World Cup final and al¬ 
though I didn’t get to play, it was a privilege to be 
involved and in the company of such household 
names. 

“I have some wonderful memories from football 


Football 


country since July 2013, playing the full 90 min¬ 
utes in an international friendly against Norway 
in June this year. 

“I was in the Euros four years ago and even if 
we didn’t do as well as we hoped for, it was defi¬ 
nitely the greatest few weeks of my career,” said 
Olsson. “I really want to go again in the summer. 
Hopefully I do enough this season to be part of 
the team.” 

Sweden’s first match is against the Republic 
of Ireland in the 81,000-seater Stade de France. 


and the news that I am am to be a vice-president 
at Wolves has added to the list. I am very grate¬ 
ful.” 

After a short spell in management with Telford 
United, who he guided to the FA Trophy final, he 
resigned in 1971 to open a sports shop in Wol¬ 
verhampton, which still stands in Queen Street 
to this day, although Flowers doesn’t frequent it 
quite as often as he used to. 

“Fans were always dropping in for a chat, 
which was great,” Flowers added. “Well I had 
been a local lad since the early 50s. Glenn (Ron’s 
son) just helped in the early days but he has gone 


The game is already being touted as a must-win 
for both sides because the other two countries in 
their group are world number one-ranked side 
Belgium, and traditional powerhouse Italy. 

“It’s going to be a big one,” admitted Olsson. 
“That’s what it’s about. Rise to the occasion. It’s 
what you dreamt about as a little boy, to play the 
biggest stadiums in championships like that.” 

Olsson has won 25 caps for Sweden. 

Like many international fringe players, this 
season has added importance for the Swede with 
the championships in France looming . Olsson is 
33 in March, and might not get another opportu¬ 
nity to reach a major tournament. 


on to run the place now.” Chief executive Jez 
Moxey said: “I think it is a fitting honour to an 
icon of Wolverhampton Wanderers. 

“Ron was with the club through the glory years 
of the fifties when he won league and cup hon¬ 
ours as well as playing a huge part in the floodlit 
friendlies that heralded European competition. 

“His contribution for his country shouldn’t go 
unnoticed either. For Wolves and England Ron 
Flowers was a model professional and his is a 
name that will live long in the annals of the club’s 
history.” 


Grapplers 
grab medals 
from contest 

WRESTLERS are celebrating after 
striking gold, silver and bronze in their 
final competition of the year. 

Ten wrestlers from Wolverhampton 
Wresting Club, which runs classes at the 
Guru Nanak Satsang Sikh Gurdwara on 
Cannock Road, headed to the recent 
Derbyshire Open, returning with an im¬ 
pressive haul of two gold, four silver and 
two bronze medals. 

Club owner and coach Ranjit Singh, 
said: “We were thrilled to see members 
come back with medals. As a coach it is 
incredibly rewarding to see our wrestlers 
succeeding. 

“They came back and showed their 
medals to all the juniors - it was great 
for them to see that if you work hard you 
can achieve your goals.” 

The Derbyshire Open attracts some of 
the best junior and senior wrestlers from 
around the country, with Wolverhamp¬ 
ton entering wrestlers of all abilities and 
ages. 

Their youngest competitor was six- 
year-old Ishmael Brown, who took a sil¬ 
ver medal in the 21kg Junior Division, 
while his father Nathaniel took gold in 
the 80kg in the Senior Division. 

Singh added: “It was Ishmael’s first 
competition, so we expected him to be 
nervous, yet he was the most popular 
guy at the contest, he just threw himself 
into everything.” 

Grappler Edward James also came 
away from his first competition with a 
bronze medal in the 88kg weight cate¬ 
gory in the Senior Division. 

Wolverhampton Wrestling Club has 
been running since the 1980s and has 
produced some of the country’s best 
wrestlers, including two Olympians. 

Singh hopes some of his current 
charges will make it through to the 2018 
Commonwealth Games.Visit www.Wol¬ 
verhampton wrestlingclub .co .uk 

Things are going 
right for lorfa 

DOMINIC IORFA has hailed Wolves’ re¬ 
cent defensive improvements - and says 
he is enjoying his blossoming right-wing 
partnership with James Henry. 

The 20-year-old recently signed a new 
contract which ties him to the club until 
2019. 

And lorfa said confidence was high 
in the squad despite more points being 
dropped at home to Nottingham Forest 
on Friday, ahead of another televised 
game against Leeds at Molineux tonight. 

“It was definitely two points dropped,” 
he said of the game. 

“We were in control of the game for 
such a long period.” 
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In fact he’s only made one appearance for his 

ATRIBUTE TO 
LEGEND RON 



Ron Flowers and Sophie Cawthorne showing Ron Flowers World Cup winning medal 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 


Domino’s 


Stourbridge Industrial Estate, 

Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY81JN 


01384 374666 


Opening Hours: Sun-Thurs 11.30 am-11 pm, 
Fri-Sat 11.30 am-12 midnight 

Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date: 03/01/2016 


the COLLECTION A[md 

40% OFF 

ALL PIZZAS 

COLLECTION ONLY 

Discount applies to regular menu price 
Premium crust and base charged extra 


i/w WEEKDAY j/ma/ 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA* 

+ GARLIC PIZZA BREAD 
+ COLESLAW 

(vMiiim jW 6 

£ 12.99 £ 14.99 

Mon-Thurs only. Pizza from the menu or create your own up 
to 4 toppings. Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 


Ik SAVERS 


ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA* 

+1 SUMPTUOUS SIDE 

SMALL +1 , “MEDIUM 

£13.99g^g G g g £16.99 


Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 

Premium bases and crusts charged as extra. 

Any side excludes combos and 14/21 chicken portions. 


Ik SECOND PIZZA//W 

BUY ONE PIZZA* 
GET A 2ND FOR 

£5 

First pizza at regular manu price. 

Second pizza of equal or lesser value. 
Premium crust and base charged extra 


tkMMM 

£10 OFF 

WHEN YOU SPEND £30 OR MORE 
ONLINE AT WWW.D0MIN0S.C0.UK 

C0DE:TENDSKTH 

Discount applies at regular menu price. 

Excludes ice creams and 14/21 chicken portions 


Ik FAMILY^ 

ANY 2 PIZZAS* 

+ GARLIC PIZZA BREAD + POTATO 
WEDGES + BOTTLE OF DRINK 

(yyisjdiitn 1 ok 

£ 22.99 £ 25.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


LOW SALE PRICES • PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER ♦ NO DEPOSIT • INTEREST FREE 



style and 'distinct i^oi 


Excellence in one of 
t this exciting new brand. 


([ousins 

WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


Be early to take 
advantage of extra discounts 
off all sale prices throughout the 
stores, with many one-off deals 
and limited stocks available. 


Pay nothing until Summer, 
no deposit, interest free. 


SALE STARTS BOXING DAY 9am • BE EARLY FOR THE MANY ONE-OFF DEALS 
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Sofas. Carpets. Beds. Dining. Bedrooms. Lighting. Mirrors. Pictures. Cushions. Cookshop. Accessories. And much more. 



rest assured 

POCKETED KIN 
Normal 


DRAWER DIVAN 


WINTE 

* EX1 
DISCC 

OFF ALL S; 


STARTS BOXI 


Cousins WINTER SALE STARTS 

Be early to take advantage of extra discounts off 


With huge reductions on every single item, there's i 
carpets, beds, homewares and much more, i 

Buy now and pay nothing until summer • 


look 


At Cousins you can 
accessorise every 
room in your home 


C . r 

Joseph 


Parker Knoll 


Harrison 


LOUIS LEANER 
LARGE FULL 
LENGTH MIRROR 
(69"X 35") 
Normal £349 
Sale £+99 


1HALO 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL 


ARBRE COMPLETE CORNERGROUP (INCLUDES STOOL) 
Normal £129 9 Sale £999 


















3 



R SALE 

rRA 

>UNTS 

ME PRICES 


NG DAY 9am 


Value. 


Whether your taste is contemporary, 
traditional, modern or classical. Cousins have 
the answer, all at their famous low sale prices 

The choice is enormous, all beautifully 
displayed in inspirational room settings. 


Stay connected with 


QFama, tempur 




DTTRKSTA 


SALE STARTS BOXING DAY 9am 


ON BOXING DAY AT 9am. 

all sale prices for the start of the sale only. 

lever been a better time to save on furniture, 
ncluding all the famous brand names. 

■ not even a deposit - interest free. 


Like us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/CousinsFurniture 


Follow us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/CousinsOnline 




Watch us on YouTube 

www.youtube.com/CousinsFurnitureUK 


Choice. 

Quality. 


SUMMER. NO DEPOSIT INTEREST FREE. 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 
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STARTS 

BOXING DAY 9am 


r PLUS 

SAVE \ EXTRA OFFERS 

25 % 




mummoTif 

TECHNOLOGIES 

The Ultimate 
Health Mattress 
Range 



PLUS SPECIAL OFFERS 


(ousins 


WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


STARTS BOXING DAY 9am 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING 
UNTIL THE SUMMER. 

NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE 


CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES: 

Boxing Day Sat 9am-5.30pm / Sun 27th llam-5pm, Mon 28th 9.30am-6pm / Tues 29th 9.30am-8pm, 
Wed 30th 9.30am-6pm / Thur 31st 9.30am-6pm / New Years Day 10am-6pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. B11 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


Extra discounts throughout the stores this 

Boxing Day - with many savings of 50% 

or more. 

RADIUS swivel recliner chair and 
stool in grey and black 

NORMAL 

£299 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£149 

RONSON 3 seater sofa 

NORMAL 

£799 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£499 

(with double manual recliners) 

SALE 

£599 

1 PARKER KNOLL - pi SAVANNAH-AN EXTRA £100 OFF I 

| AT LEAST25% OFF EVERYTHING riUS WHEN YOU SPEND £1000 | 

BAYFIELD painted oak extending 
table and 4 chairs 

NORMAL 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£499 

WILLIS & GAMBIER Haydon table 

NORMAL 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£449 

and 4 Rachael chairs 

SALE 

ANNA complete bedroom (bedstead. 

NORMAL 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£549 

2x bedside cabinets, wardrobe) 

SALE 

MYERS Elara 

double 2 drawer divan set 

NORMAL 

£599 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£349 

BOWIE double 
fabric bedstead 

NORMAL 

£599 

SALE 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 

£299 

RUGS - assorted sizes, 
styles and colours 

SAVEUPTO 1 

60% OFF | 

COLUMBIA stain resistant carpet - 

NORMAL 
£12.95 ni £ 

EXTRA DISCOUNT PRICE 1 

£4.95m 2 | 

choice of 20 colours 

SALE^ ^ 

ARTHUR PRICE 

Cutlery dinner sets 

50% OFF 1 

ALL REMAINING STOCK | 



UPHOLSTERY 


VISIT COUSINS EXTENSIVE 
CARPETS, FLOORING & RUGS 
DEPARTMENT 



D PI C P ®ur price P romise 

rmv-c to you, we won't be 
PROMISE beaten on price! * 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


CELEBRATING 

30 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, online offers, web specials and 
in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 10th January 2016 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 






































